Classical History Timeline
Mid-11th-late 9th BCE-: colonisation of Ancient Greece. Greek poleis began to found colonies across the Mediterranean. They colonised Cyprus, Crete, Syracuse and the western half of Asia Minor, along with new cities that became central to Greek society. (Hdt.1.149)
460 BCE: birth of Thucydides, the Athenian general and historian. Famous for writing The History of the Peloponnesian War at the moment it broke out. His work is famous for its scope, concision and accuracy. (Thuc.1.1.1)
Early 5th century BC- 323 BCE: Classical period. A time defined by the Persian Wars and the subsequent independence of Greece. It ended with the death of Alexander the Great. (Thomas R. Martin, Ancient Greece, Yale University Press, 1996, p.94)
540 BCE: Birth of Gelon, the benevolent tyrant of Gela and Syracuse. Gelon was famous for ruling peacefully, but enslaving the cities of Euboea and Megara Hyblaea.. (Encyclopedia Brittanica, 11th. Ed, 1910-11)
528/7 BCE: the nomination of Hippias son of Peisistratus as tyrant of Athens. Hippias became a brutal ruler upon punishing the men who killed his brother, and Cleomenes banished him from Athens in 510 BCE. (Hdt.5.363) In revenge, Hippias fled to the Persians, and recommended their invasion to start off at Marathon. However, by then Hippias’ age preventing him returning to Greece himself; after he died, the tyrant’s five sons joined Xerxes’ forces in 480 BCE. (Hdt.6.426-427)
September 522 BCE: the coronation of Darius 1. (Hdt.3.242) The third Persian king of the Achaemenid Empire, father of Xerxes and noted for his administrative genius and great building projects. Darius began the Persian Wars to punish Eretria and Athens for aiding the Ionian Revolt. The expedition failed at the Battle of Marathon. Darius fell sick and died during a rebellion in Egypt, leaving his son Xerxes to continue the war effort. (Hdt.7.442)
508/7 BCE: Cleisthenes’ reforms.  A noble Athenian. Head of the Alcmaeonid clan. Cleisthenes was credited with reforming the constitution of Ancient Athens and establishing a democracy in 508/7 BC. (Hdt.6.435)
September 490 BCE: The Battle of Marathon. 80,000 Persians landed at Marathon and tried invading Greece, with Hippias the former Athenian tyrant to provide them with Athenian sympathizers. 10,000 Athenians with Plataean aid went to Marathon to confront the Persians. The battle ended in the Greeks’ favour, and the Persian forces were driven out of Greece for 10 years. (Hdt.6-427-430)
487 BCE: The first ostracism. A procedure of banishing a citizen of Athens for ten years. The Athenian in question was Hipparchos son of Charmos, a relation of Peisistratos the tyrant. The process ended with Hyperbolus son of Antiphanes in 416, who was only banished for a year. (Aristotle, Athenian Constitution, 22.3)
October 486 BCE: The coronation of Xerxes 1 of Persia. Xerxes, an impressionable king, crossed the Hellespont 6 years later under the persuasive efforts of his cousin Mardonius. (Hdt.7.445-446Xerxes built two boat bridges across the Hellespont to reach Greece, bringing around 360,000 men and 700-800 ships to battle the allied Greeks. (Hdt.7.465) However, following defeat at Salamis and Plataea, Xerxes withdrew himself from the war and returned to Persia. He became drunk and embittered, and his own captain of the guard killed him.
480 BCE: The Battle of Thermopylae. King Leonidas of Sparta led 7,000 allied Greek poleis to prevent the Persians crossing the coastal mountain pass of Thermopylae. (Hdt.7.503) A Greek traitor called Ephialtes lead the Persians around them. (Hdt.7.515) Leonidas dismissed the majority of the Greek forces, staying behind with a smaller force to cover their retreat. The Persians killed them down to the last man, but Leonidas’ sacrifice bought the Greeks enough time to regroup and confront the Persians at Salamis. (Hdt.7.520)
September(?)480 BCE: The Battle of Himera. Supposedly fought on the same day as the battle of Salamis (Hdt.7.166) between the Syracusean forces of Gelon and Theron and the Carthaginian forces of Hamilcar. Theron had deposed the tyrant of Himera three years ago, and the Carthaginians wanted to reinstall him. Gelon disguised his cavalry to kill Hamilcar while he was performing a sacrifice to Poseidon, whereupon they then burned the Carthaginian ships. (Diodorus Siculus.XI.22) Theron then sent in his own forces. The Carthaginians retreated to a waterless inland hill and submitted due to thirst. (Diodorus.XI.21) Half the Carthaginian legion and majority of the fleet was destroyed, and they organized a peace treaty with Gelon.
September 480 BCE: The Battle of Salamis. King Xerxes’ legions attacked the Greeks with a large navy commanded by the Carian Queen Artemisia. Under the command of Eurybiades and Themistocles, the Greeks lured the Persian ships into the straits of Greece and the island Salamis. (Hdt.8.549) Pinned in, the Persians were slaughtered by the Greeks, and Artemisia retreated upon first ramming a Persian ship in her escape to convince the Athenians she was on their side. (Hdt.8.552) The Greeks successfully prevented the Persians from seizing control of the Peloponnese. 
August 479 BCE: The Battle of Plataea. The final land battle during the Greco-Persian Wars, the battle took place at the city of Plataea in Boeotia. The Greek forces confronted the Persians, at a fortified camp near Plataea. The Greeks caused an eleven-day stalemate by refusing to cross the cavalry ground before the camp, then retreated slightly. (Hdt. 9.598) The Persian commander Mardonius sent his men to chase the Greeks, under the impression that they were in full retreat. The Greeks turned and gave battle, routing the Persian infantry and killing Mardonius. (Hdt.9.604) The Greeks then broke into the Persian camp and slaughtered most of their army, ending the Persian invasion at the same time as the Battle of Mycale.
27 August 479 BCE: The Battle of Mycale. The other major battle that won the Greeks their war with the Persians. The Greek fleet sailed to Samos, the base of the demoralised Persian navy. The Persians docked their ships below the slopes of Mount Mycale in Ionia and built a palisaded camp. (Hdt.9.615) The Greek commander Leotychides chose to attack the Persian camp anyway, and with the Greek hoplites, routed the Persians. The Ionian Greeks in the Persian forces defected, and the Greeks assailed the camp and killed countless Persians, burning their fleet. (Hdt.9.617) Their actions ended the Persian invasion and afterwards, the Greeks chose to go on the offensive towards the Persians, marking a new stage of the Greco-Persian Wars.
465 BCE: Helot revolt at Ithome. After an earthquake, the helots established a base on Mount Ithome. (Thuc.1.101.2) The Spartans requested the Athenians’ aid in recapturing them, but the Athenians refused to re-enslave the helots and left the cause. After 10 years of fighting, the Helots submitted. And the Spartans agreed to let them leave the Peloponnese and never return. (Thomas R. Martin, An Overview of Classical Greek History from Mycenae to Alexander, 9.2.1)
Late 460s: the reforms of Ephialtes. An Athenian democrat, Ephialtes rose to power in the late 460s. He was responsible for dividing up the power of the Areopagus court in order to make them less conservative. (Kagan, The Outbreak of the Peloponnesian War, 64-5)
461 BCE: The rise to power of Pericles. A Greek statesman and general of Athens, Pericles ostracized his rival Cimon during the reforms of Ephialtes. After Ephialtes was killed by unknown hands, Pericles became the ruler of Athens and led the polis through the first Peloponnesian War. (Plutarch, Pericles, XXIII) However, in 429, he died of a plague sweeping through Athens, and according to Thucydides, Athens fell into disaster without him. (Thuc.2.65)
460-445 BCE- First Peloponnesian War. The Pelopponesian League(Sparta) vs the Delian League(Athens). The Spartans felt the Athenian empire was gaining too much power in Greece, and feared that they would seize control of the various poleis. (Thuc.1.49-50)
452 BCE- The foundation of Thurii. After the fall of Sybaris, Magna Graecia, a group of Sybarite exiles and their descendants set up foundations. 5 years later, the Crotoniats who destroyed Sybaris banished them from the city. (Diod.xi.90, xii.10) The Sybarites appealed to the Spartans and the Athenians to help them reclaim it. Only the Athenians agreed. Pericles planned for Thurii to be a Panhellenic colony. (Sarah Pomeroy; Stanley Burstein; Walter Donlan; Jennifer Roberts(2008) Ancient Greece: A Political, Social and Cultural History (second edition). New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press. p.275.)
454 BCE- Failure of the Athenian expedition to Egypt. General Cimon sent sixty ships to Egypt to aid King Inarus in resisting the Persians at the Nile Delta. The expedition ended in failure. (Diodorus, XI, 74)
422 BCE- Battle of Amphipolis. The Spartans captured Amphipolis two years before the battle. (Thuc.4.105.1-2) Cleon the Athenian general went to reclaim the city. The Spartans, under the command of Brasidas and Clearidas, confronted him. In the ensuing battle, Brasidas and Cleon were both killed, but the Spartans were the victors, only suffering 8 casualties, while the Athenians lost 600. (Thuc. 5, 9)
418 BCE and 362 BCE: The battles of Mantinea. After the Athenians allied with Mantinea, Elis and Argos, the Spartans attacked them, forcing the Athenians to choose to side with them or the Peloponnese. The Athenians chose the latter, and went to battle, but were routed. (Diod.12.79.6) The second battle was waged by the Spartans of King Agiselaus and the Thebans of King Epaminondas. The Thebans faced a strategic defeat. (Xen, 7.5.23)
416 BCE: The Melian Expedition. The Athenians sent 60 ships to Melos to convince the neutral Melians to side with them or be destroyed. The Melians refused, and preferred to side with the Spartans who would not put their own interests at risk if they were not at stake. (Thuc. 5, 84-116)
415 BCE: Conquest of Decelea. Following Alcibiades’ advice, the Spartans fortified Decelea as a stronghold, enabling them to cut off the Athenians’ land route for food imports. (Thuc.7.27)
415 BCE: The Hermokopidae. The night before the Sicilian Expedition, someone ran through Athens mutilating the hermai, sculptures of Hermes with a phallus. Regarding it as a bad omen, the Athenians accused Alcibiades of vandalizing the hermai, and sentenced him to death. (Thuc. 6.61) Alcibiades subsequently defected to Sparta.
415-413 BCE: The Sicilian Expedition. Athens attempted to seize control of Sicily. The Spartan general Gylippus encouraged Syracuse to take action, and failed assaults and naval battles lead Athens to defeat. (J.B. Bury, Russell Meiggs(1956). A history of Greece to the death of Alexander the Great (Ed. 3) London: Macmillan. Pp.483-485)
413 BCE: Archelaus ascends to the throne of Macedon. After taking power, he altered Macedon’s relationship with Athens in Macedon’s favour by providing the Athenians with timber for repairing their ships after the failure of the Sicilian Expedition and setting the price for them. (Eugene N. Borza, In the shadow of Olympus, page 163)
411 BCE- Revolution of the 400. After the failure of the Sicilian Expedition, he democratic government of Athens was overthrown by high-status Athenian men, who then organised a short-lived oligarchy called the 400. (TRM, OV, 12.1.17) Eventually, extremists and moderates divided and collapsed the 400. (Donald Kagan, The Fall of the Athenian Empire, p. 195. Cornell University Press, 1991)
406 BCE: Battle of Arginusae. The Athenians and the Spartans fought one another near the city of Canae in the Arginusae islands. The Athenian crews were new and inexperienced, but their commanders made up for it by using unorthodox tactics. The Spartan naval commander Callicratidas was killed in the battle, along with 70 Spartan ships. (Diod. Library, 13.98.4)
406 BCE: Carthage overthrows the city of Acragas. The city, which had remained neutral during the conflict between Athens and Syracuse, had its democracy overthrown by the Carthaginians. Hannibal Mago died of plague while besieging the city, but his kinsman Himilco captured Acragas, and Gela and Camarina, while battling the legions of Dionysius. (Diod. XIV, p. 41)
405 BCE: coronation of Dionysius 1, tyrant of Syracuse. Once a clerk in a public office, Dionysius fought against the Carthaginians in 409. (The Houghton Mifflin Dictionary of Biography, Houghton Mifflin, 2003. p. 440) He was hailed as a champion of Hellenism, but Dionysius’ brutal military conquests destroyed his popularity. 
404-403 BC: the reign of the Thirty Tyrants. An oligarchy of thirty Spartan citizens who became the rulers of Athens after the Peloponnesian War. Under Critias, their leader, the Spartans imposed a brutal purge of the city. (Andrew Wolpert, Remembering Defeat: Civil War and Civic Memory in Ancient Athens) In 403, Athenian moderates who left the city returned with a force and overthrew their oppressors. The Spartans fled the city and the Athenians spent the following years hunting them down and killing them. (Xen. 2.4.38)
398 BCE: Agesilaus claims the crown of Sparta. Forty years old, short and with unevenly-long legs, he was an unexpectedly gifted ruler, leading various military incursions into Asia Minor, and successes in the Corinthian War. (William Smith, Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, 1, Boston: Little, Brown and Company, pp. 69-70)
395 BCE: Death of Lysander. Lysander was a Spartan admiral who commanded the fleet that overpowered the Athenians at Aegospotami. He ended the Peloponnesian War and organized the dominion of Sparta over Greece. He was killed while besieging the city of Haliartus. (Cornelius Nipos, Life of Eminent Greeks)
395-387 BCE: The Corinthian war. Sparta fought against Thebes, Athens, Argos and Corinth. The cause of the conflict was Sparta’s expansionism and the fact that both Sparta and Athens had intervened in a local conflict in northwest Greece. (Hornblower, Corinthian War, 391)
387 BCE: King’s Peace. A peace treaty arranged by King Artaxerxes II of Persia that ended the Corinthian War. The name reflects the fact that Persia had an influence in the treaty, given that the war was driven by Persian gold. (Xen. 5.1.31)
384 BCE: Birth of Aristotle. A native of Stagira, Aristotle is a famous philosopher. He enrolled as Plato’s student, and became Alexander the Great’s tutor in 343 BC. Aristotle’s work profoundly influenced thought throughout Europe. (Plutarch, Life of Alexander)
382 BCE: The Cadmea Affair. Sparta seized control of the Cadmea, the sacred citadel of Thebes and planted a garrison there. In 379 a democratic group and popular uprising ousted them. It marked the beginning of Sparta’s fall. 
378 BCE: Foundation of the Second Athenian League. In response to the Spartan Sphodrias invading Attica and not facing punishment from his city, Athens founded a confederation of maritime poleis in order to defend themselves against the rising power of Sparta and the Persian Empire. (Charles D. Hamilton, Isocrates, Greek Propaganda and Imperialism,(1980) pp. 99-100)
371 BCE: The Battle of Leuctra. The Spartans, attempting to reassert their shaky power over central Greece by battling the Boeotians. Cleombrotus I led Sparta, Epaminondas led Boeotia, and the Thebans triumphed, killing Cleombrotus. (Hans Delbrück, The History of the Art of War, p. 167)
366-360 BCE: The Satraps’ Revolt. Several satraps in the Achaemenid Empire(Datames, Ariobarzanes, Orontes and Autophradates) rebelled against King Artaxerxes. In 363 Ariobarzanes’ son turned on him and killed him.(Maria Brosius(2006), The Persians: an introduction. P. 29. Taylor and Francis) A year later, Orontes turned on the other satraps to gain the king’s favour, and the rebellion collapsed. (Richard Nelson Frye(1984), The History of Ancient Iran. Vol. 3. C.H. Beck)
[bookmark: _GoBack]357-355 BCE: Social War/War of the Allies. Athens fought against the poleis of Chios, Cos, Byzantion and Rhodes, who were provoked by Athens’ increasingly dominating stance over their Second Athenian League. King Philip II used the war as an excuse to further Macedon’s interests. The Persians forced the Athenians to submit and give the confederates their independence.
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