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Introduction
The United Kingdom's judicial system relies heavily on magistrates, who are often responsible for handling less serious criminal cases. Laypeople are appointed by the Lord Chancellor to serve as magistrates, and each is tasked with a specific set of responsibilities designed to help them do their jobs effectively and fairly. Concerns regarding the effects of court closures, the court's diversity, and the possibility of prejudice in judgement are only some of the issues that have been raised in relation to the magistracy (Ross et al., 2022). The essay will discuss the pros and cons of using judges to oversee the judicial system. Judges' primary responsibilities, court closures, defining characteristics, and any other pros/cons of having judges will be emphasised. Finally, it will consider how ongoing changes in the British court could impact the administration of justice.

Main Body
A "magistrate" is a judicial official who presides over a municipal court, sometimes called a "magistrates' court." A judge's duties vary by jurisdiction, although they often include hearing cases involving traffic tickets, criminal offenses, and civil issues like small claims. Magistrates may be appointed or elected, and a legal background or training is typically expected of them. Magistrates are authorised to issue warrants, set bail amounts, and impose sentences (Marques and Milne, 2019). They may determine whether or not a case requires a trial and whether or not certain pieces of evidence are admissible. Generally, a magistrate's decision is final, but it may be appealed in certain circumstances. In our legal system, magistrates play a crucial role because they can resolve minor criminal and civil cases swiftly and affordably (Efron, 2022). By including conditions such as therapy or community service in their sentences, they may influence the rehabilitation process of a criminal. Concerns have been raised about the quality of justice provided by magistrates' courts, as well as problems associated with the disproportionate involvement of certain demographic groups, such as youth and minorities, in the criminal justice system (Donovan et al., 2020).
In the United Kingdom, magistrates serve in the criminal justice system as unpaid volunteers. According to the Magistrates' Association, more than 15,000 magistrates adjudicate more than 90 percent of all criminal proceedings in England and Wales. For the Lord Chancellor to consider a candidate for the position of magistrate, he or she must be at least 18 years old, have no significant criminal history, and possess outstanding character and judgement (Chamberlain, et al., 2021). In addition to being at least 18 years old and without a significant criminal history, a person interested in applying for the post of magistrate should have a number of personal attributes that are necessary for this profession. Some examples of such traits are a high moral character, objectivity, good communication skills, and sound judgements (Re and Solow-Niederman, 2019). Magistrates are relied upon to uphold the law and make impartial decisions. 
It has been stated that judges play a crucial role in the judicial process due to their ability to provide context and insight based on their familiarity with the subject matter. The fact that they are not required to have a legal background makes them more representative of the community than professional justices (Bošković, 2020). Others, however, have complained that the magistrates' tribunals proceed too slowly and squander an excessive amount of time. Some have expressed concerns about the quality of justice administered in magistrates' courts, citing sentence inconsistencies and a potential absence of experience and training on the part of the judges to handle complex cases. Efforts have been made to better prepare judges and expedite the judicial process in order to address these problems. The function and efficacy of magistrates in the British court system continue to be a source of controversy and debate (Campbell, 2020).
In the United Kingdom, magistrates perform multiple functions. They preside over all criminal cases presented before the Magistrates' Court. Traffic violations, and minor assaults are among the offences presented before magistrates. They may adjudicate on the admissibility of evidence, determine culpability, and impose punishments such as imprisonment and fines. Magistrates play a crucial role in the criminal justice system, but they also have a responsibility to serve the public in their capacity as justices (Bošković, 2020). They could, among other things, participate in community outreach initiatives, meet with local officials, and collaborate with other organisations to find solutions to social issues. 
Magistrates play a crucial role in the administration of criminal justice since they preside over criminal cases and render decisions based on the law and the evidence provided. In their role as justices, they must also serve the general public (Re and Solow-Niederman, 2019). The public's faith and confidence in the justice system, as well as the public's awareness of the legal system and its functions, can only be improved via active participation in community outreach efforts. A magistrate may meet with law enforcement and prosecutors from their jurisdiction to discuss community concerns and brainstorm solutions (Marques and Milne, 2019). To find answers to problems like drug abuse, gang violence, and homelessness, they could, for instance, work with other neighbourhood organisations and community leaders. The Judicial Appointments Commission, which is tasked with identifying and evaluating qualified candidates for judicial positions, consists of magistrates. To ensure that a wide spectrum of persons is represented on the bench, magistrates may also be responsible for choosing and preparing new justices. They might be responsible for this duty. Last but not least, judges play a crucial role in the British judicial system. For the greater good of society, the rule of law, and the fair administration of justice, they are responsible for a wide range of responsibilities (Creciun, 2019).
Judges have the responsibility of fairly enforcing the law and settling disputes for their communities. Finally, after extensive training and background checks, the Lord Chancellor picks qualified volunteers to serve as magistrates. Due to their inexperience with the law, they are not paid for their work. They have several responsibilities as a three-member panel, including ruling on parole, hearing evidence, and handing down punishments (Efron, 2022). As a result, they deal with a broad spectrum of criminal activity, from relatively minor offences like traffic tickets to more serious ones like assault, and theft. The assumption of innocence, a fair trial, and the right to be heard are the three pillars of natural justice that judges are tasked with defending. Additionally, they must implement the law fairly and uniformly for everyone. Magistrates are crucial to the operation of our judicial system because it is their responsibility to ensure that justice is served promptly (Marques and Milne, 2019). Magistrates serve their communities and the greater benefit of society by voluntarily contributing their time and expertise.
It may be more challenging for defendants and witnesses to get justice if local magistrates' courts are closed. This is because they may have to travel a significant distance to participate in legal proceedings. The efficiency of the legal system might be negatively impacted by increased trial costs and lengthier wait times if this occurs (Donovan et al., 2020). Those who favour abolition of courts believe the judicial system could benefit from streamlining its procedures and cutting costs. Cases formerly required physical presence in court may now be heard online to the widespread use of digital tools in the judicial system. The need for standard courtrooms is therefore rendered moot. Some worry that low-income defendants who lack access to the necessary equipment will be unable to effectively participate in remote hearings as a result of the shift to digital technology (Re and Solow-Niederman, 2019). The issue of court closures is a timely reminder of the need of striking a balance between reducing spending and ensuring that everyone has access to a fair and effective justice system. It is crucial to assess the possible effects of court closures on the capacity of magistrates to carry out their responsibilities in an efficient and impartial way because of the crucial role they play in the administration of justice.
The Lord Chief Justice appoints magistrates on behalf of the Crown, despite the fact that their service is unpaid and voluntary. Magistrates are selected from the general population and must be between 18 and 70 years old. Character, integrity, and sound discernment are more vital than formal legal education (Campbell, 2020). They are provided with instructions and training to ensure that they can perform their duties effectively. Due to their broad variety of nationalities, vocations, and ages, magistrates are well-known for their diversity. It is widely believed that one of the advantages of the magistracy is that its members accurately reflect the demographics of the regions they supervise. Outside of the courthouse, magistrates are responsible for interacting with detainees, facilitating adolescent offender panels, and serving on local criminal justice committees. They must also ensure the impartial and consistent application of justice (Efron, 2022).
The variety of magistrates' backgrounds and professions has been praised for enriching the judicial system. Due to their diverse backgrounds and experiences, the judge may have a more nuanced perspective on the issues at hand (Bošković, 2020). If judges do a better job representing their regions, the public's faith and confidence in the judicial system may be bolstered. However, sceptics assert that magistrates may lack the necessary legal knowledge to make well-informed decisions in complex cases. This may result in inconsistent or even unjust outcomes in particular circumstances. Furthermore, it has been argued that the selection of justices may be biassed because it does not adequately represent the general public. According to studies, judges may find it difficult to maintain a healthy work-life balance due to the pressures of their positions (Marques and Milne, 2019). The increasing use of technology in the judicial system raises concerns that justices may become overworked and exhausted (Re and Solow-Niederman, 2019).
In recent years, the United Kingdom's Magistrates' Courts have undergone significant modernization and efficiency enhancements. 2005 saw the implementation of the Criminal Procedure Rules in an effort to expedite and standardise the procedures used in criminal trials across the country. The Transforming Summary Justice (TSJ) initiative was then implemented in 2011 to improve the efficacy of justice delivery in magistrates' courts by reducing red tape and increasing the use of modern technologies (Ross et al., 2022). In 2015, the Single Justice Procedure (SJP) was implemented; under this system, a single magistrate may hear and adjudicate on certain minor offences that do not bear the prospect of incarceration. This has been praised for increasing productivity and reducing defendants' wait times, but it has also been criticised for restricting defendants' access to justice and possibly producing biassed results. There have also been persistent efforts to increase the proportion of younger people and members of underrepresented groups serving as judges (Creciun, 2019). This is very important for ensuring that the judicial system accurately reflects the society they serve.

[bookmark: _Toc131725652]Summary/Conclusion
It is the responsibility of the British magistrate to ensure that justice is delivered in a timely, equitable, and efficient manner. They may be qualified to deal with minor criminal offences, but their objectivity may be questioned. This is because they could not have the requisite legal knowledge or expertise to understand the law. The magistracy has developed new policies to increase diversity, enhance educational quality, and modernise physical infrastructure in response to these issues. Some worry that social justice will suffer as a result of cost-cutting measures like merging multiple magistrates' courts into one. One of these methods is the consolidation of many lower courts. The administration of the United Kingdom's judicial system has the challenge of striking a balance between the necessity to reduce costs and the need to guarantee that all members of the general public have equal access to justice and fair treatment.
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