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Introduction
This essay will explain a victim and suspects journey that they go through during the criminal justice process. It will also explain and compare the main differences between the suspects and the victim's experiences through the criminal justice system. The process starts for the victim when the victim makes the decision to report the crime, on the other hand, the procedure starts for the suspects once they start getting investigated. They both have different roles in the procedure, the suspects are the individuals the case is being filed against, while victims offer evidence (HM Government, n.d.). One of the key differences between the victim and suspects journey through the criminal justice system is the outcome. The outcome for victims is often a focus on support and justice, while for suspects, it mainly focuses on determining the guilt or the innocence, and if found guilty then the appropriate sentencing.

The victim's journey through the criminal justice process
After a crime has been committed against an individual, the person can decide if they would like to report the crime to the police. If so, the victims journey starts with the criminal justice system as the police investigation begins. Victims’ Commissioner (2025) states that at this stage of the victim's journey, the victim will get a victims of crime letter and a crime reference number. During this stage of the process, the police will look at the victim's potential vulnerabilities while getting them in contact with victims and support services. This has become an important stage as Burton et al, (2006) research suggests that the police have previously underestimated the number of victims that they’ve dealt with that are in fact vulnerable. 
Commissioner for victims of crime (n.d) states that a victim will not typically need to give evidence if the offender pleads guilty prior to the trial. If the suspect does not plead guilty before the trial, then the diagram shown by the ministry of justice (2013), shows us that the next stage for the victim is to give a witness statement during the court trial. A victim will have the chance to prepare for court. They can be given help to do this by having a pre-trial visit to the court that they will be attending, and special measures can be carried out for them for e.g., allowing them to give evidence through a photo or video link if the victim is intimidated or is deemed as vulnerable. 
Metropolitan Police (2025) states that if the suspect is found guilty, the witness care unit will tell the victim and will give an explanation on the sentence given to the offender and will be told if the offender appeals the decision. Finally, if the victim has had certain violent or sexual crimes committed against them or if the suspect has been sentenced to over 12 months, the victim will have the opportunity to join the victim contact scheme. The victim contact scheme allows the victim to hear updates from the suspects sentence and gets contacted if the suspect has been released. It also allows the victim to give a personal statement of their views to the parole board (Ministry of justice, 2018). 

The suspects journey through the criminal justice system
If a suspect gets arrested. They will go to the police station with a police officer and check in with a custody officer. This is where the suspect will be asked about personal information such as date of birth, address and if there are any health issues (Rethink Mental Illness, 2025). A suspect will later be allowed to have a confidential discussion with their lawyer. An interview will be given to the suspect by a police officer. The suspects lawyer will be present, and an appropriate adult will be there with the suspect if needed. The suspect will be asked general questions, questions about what happened in the incident, and the suspect will be presented with evidence (Walsh and Bull, 2015).
If the police choose to charge the suspect, then the suspect will have to go to court. The Judiciary of England and Wales (2025) tells us that the Magistrates court is where criminal cases will start however, the Crown court is where the more serious crimes are dealt with. If the suspect pleads guilty in court, they will be sentenced to the offence however, the case will go to trial if the suspect pleads not guilty (Crown Prosecution Service, 2025). In the trial, the suspect and its lawyer can provide evidence that they believe makes them not guilty, and they will be given the chance to give statements. Metropolitan Police service (2025) states that a jury or district judge will either find the suspect not guilty or guilty. If the suspect is found not guilty then the journey ends for them however, if found guilty, a magistrate or judge will sentence the suspect. The duration of the sentence will depend on factors such as age, previous criminal record, seriousness of the crime, and the circumstances the suspect was in (GOV.UK, 2025).

Comparing the victim’s and suspect’s benefits through the criminal justice system
Jerath, Tompson, and Belur (2022) shows us that victims can gain adequate support from the criminal justice system. Victims have the choice to gain emotional and psychological support from the victim support services. Carlisle et al. (2023) conducted a review of UK-based support interventions that showed that the services have helped victims in a positive way who have been a victim of domestic or sexual violence and abuse. A benefit that suspects will get through the criminal justice system is rehabilitation courses. Examples of these are youth rehabilitation, probation, diversion schemes and community sentences. The aim of these is to prevent re-offending by preparing them for the outside world by giving them social and transferable skills (House of Lords Library, 2022). 
One of the benefits that a suspect receives through the criminal justice process is that the suspects are entitled to free legal advice at the police station and can be represented by a solicitor throughout their case, which makes sure that their rights are protected and their defence is fairly presented. The suspect can also appeal if they are convicted and the suspect can receive rehabilitation courses if they are deemed as vulnerable

Comparing the victim and suspects disadvantages through the criminal justice process
One of the challenges for victims to deal with is the lengthy procedures and delays which leaves the victim in a long period of stress or uncertainty. On the other hand, the lengthy delays and procedures may be a benefit as it allows them time to come up with a good defence. A real-life example from the Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (2022) shows that a victim needed to wait 2 years after the incident for the case to be heard in court. This led to the victim not taking part in the process due to another challenge for the victims which is reliving the trauma that was experienced during the incident. Victims can receive re-traumatization and emotional distress when they face the suspect or when they give their view of what happened. One of the main problems for a suspect is reputation damage due to them often facing a presumption of guilt from many people.         

Conclusion
The victim's journey through the UK criminal justice process is complex and often emotionally challenging. From the initial reporting of a crime to the potential court proceedings and sentencing, victims must navigate a system that, while designed to deliver justice, can sometimes feel overwhelming. The criminal justice system can be rewarding for the victim if the suspect that committed a crime on them gets sentenced. the suspect has key legal rights, including the right to remain silent, the right to free legal advice, and the right to have someone informed of their detention. suspects are entitled to a fair trial and a legal representation. The suspect can enter a plea and present their defence in court. If found not guilty, the suspect is released. If found guilty, sentencing follows, which may include fines, community service, or imprisonment.
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