Lucy Badham 1800114. 
Provide a suitable resource and explain how you would use the resource to support identified aspects of the delivery of Science, ESDGC and the Wider Curriculum. 
‘It is no secret that a good education has the power to change a life’ (Pearson, The importance of Education). Education for Sustainable Development is unique and is “about preparing individuals for the challenges that face planet earth” (AspirationTraining, What is ESDGC?, no date). Teaching ESDGC is crucial as it focuses on improving pupils’ lives and making them more aware of the changes that will happen in their lives. In this essay, I will discuss the importance of teaching ESDGC and how I have incorporated ESDGC in the lesson plans that I have created for Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2. 

Education for Sustainable Development can be described through a range of sources. The Brundtland Report (1987) defines it as “meets the needs of the present without compromising future generations”. ESDGC can be seen to prepare young people for life in the Twenty First Century (A Common Understanding for schools, Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). ESDGC can be split into two parts, Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) teaches children that whatever choices they make, it will affect everyone. Global Citizenship (GC) is understanding that we need to tackle injustice and inequality as Young et al (2002) notes which is important as it suggests that everyone could make a difference. Wales is one of a kind as it is one of the only countries to have a curriculum which focuses on preparing pupils for their future in terms of decisions, the environment and the economy. Wales’ curriculum is admired by other countries, “What Wales is doing today, the world will do tomorrow” (United Nations). “The spirit of ESDGC is to inform learners that their decisions and lifestyle choices are linked inextricably to the lives of others all over the world” (Material Developed by YMCA Wales Community College, Embedding ESDGC, pg1).  ESDGC is important to the development of children in today’s society, but this was not always the case as before the ESDGC was not taught to an excellent level. There were many surveys which the Welsh Government conducted in order to review ESDGC. They focused on aspects such as the pupils understanding for SD and GC and promoting and supporting ESDGC. The recommendations included improving pupil’s knowledge of ESDGC regarding identity and culture, plan to develop numeracy and literacy through ESDGC and provide more training to teachers to improve the delivery of ESDGC (Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship – A Strategy for Action, Welsh Assembly Government, 2006). 
Aspects of ESDGC such as Identity and Culture can be  beneficial to pupils because they can help pupils admire their country. Culture is an extremely important factor of the curriculum as pupils can appreciate where they are from. Donaldson would also agree as he states that “Our children and young people need to be rooted in their own culture.” (Donaldson, 2015, Successful Futures, p28), if our pupils have a sense of identity, it may encourage them to help their country in their future. Additionally, numeracy, literacy skills and competence in technology is also focused on as the Welsh Government believes that these skills will be beneficial in the future. It is understood that technology skills are important due to society being so dependent on technology. The Annual Report of Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Education and Training in Wales 2014-2015 (Estyn, 2014) notes that the strongest schools make ICT a whole school priority, and Donaldson would also agree with this statement as he states that pupils should leave school with a sound skill regarding numeracy, literacy and technology (Donaldson, 2015, Successful Futures). ESDGC can also be beneficial for pupils due to the use of the outdoors. Due to the vast amount of technology that is rooted in every pupils’ lives, a lesson outdoors can remind pupils that their environment is astonishing. (Bilton, H, 2004) notes that despite the cultural shift, the outdoors should remain essential for children’s health and well-being. ‘Council for learning outside the classroom’ would also agree that using the outdoor space is as important as the use of indoor space as they note that outdoor learning gives pupils contact with the natural world and gives them unique opportunities. The ‘Well-being and future generations (Wales) act 2015 supports the rationale of why we teach ESDGC and focuses on looking at problems and aims to encourage people to take a more joined-up approach. The document states that it “will help us to create a Wales that we all want to live in, now and in the future” (Welsh Government, ‘Well-being and future generations act 2015, pg. 3). ESDGC should be implemented throughout primary schools as it opens opportunities for young people in the future regarding work and could encourage them to be valued members of society. However, teachers need to have a sound understanding of the curriculum in order to deliver it to a sound level. Colley (2014) notes that if staff are lacking confidence, then they will not deliver ESDGC in an effective way. Therefore, teachers need to be aware of all aspects ESDGC for the delivery to be strong. All teachers will need an understanding of the seven themes, which are ‘Choices and Decisions’, ‘Wealth and Poverty’, ‘Health’, ‘Climate Change’, ‘Natural Environment’, ‘Consumption and Waste’ and ‘Identity and Culture’. All seven themes interlink, however, it is important to incorporate all of these themes as ESDGC in Cardiff (Cardiff Sustainable Education Network) notes that it is important to develop respect for all living things and acknowledge the connection between people and the environment. Therefore, by teaching this curriculum, young people are informed that their life choices and decisions are indistinguishably linked to the lives of others all around the world.  

Regarding my Foundation phase lessons, my theme is ‘Our body and what it needs’ as its beneficial for pupils to be educated on the subject as a lot of emphasis is placed on bodies in society. This theme will aim to educate pupils on how to keep the body healthy and therefore the pupils will be able to put the information into practice. 
The first lesson plan will focus on the difference of wanting something and needing something to survive; this is beneficial to pupils as it will show pupils that we as human beings need items in order to survive. Hence, the objective of the lesson is for pupils to identify that we need some items to survive also highlighting that all of us are the same. The lesson has wider links to the curriculum; Knowledge and Understanding of the world and Creative Development as we are focusing on the body and why we all have the same needs. The lesson has links to Mathematical Development, Language, Literacy and Communication skills and Welsh Language Development. In addition, the lesson has links to LNF, Literacy however will be focused on more as the pupils will have to listen and communicate carefully and write a short comprehension, however, there are hints of Numeracy in the lesson also. The lesson links to ‘Choices and Decisions’ as the pupils will have to work closely with one another to make informed decisions during the main activity. While they are discussing, they will work ‘cooperatively on tasks’ (DCELLSa, 2008; pg. 26). Additionally, the lesson will focus on the theme of ‘Health’ as the pupils will have to decide what they will need to survive in a situation. By the pupils working in a group, they will be able to develop communication skills as they will be ‘sharing idea’s and information’ (DCELLSd. 2008; p.12) in order to make the right decision for themselves. 
The second lesson for Foundation phase will carry on from the previous session, discussing their idea’s; this lesson will still focus on the needs of our bodies and focus on the items that we need to survive. The lesson’s objective will be why some items are so important to us and why we class them as ‘needs’. The lesson has wider links to the curriculum such as Knowledge and Understanding of the World; Myself and non-living things as it focuses on the needs that all human beings have, and the lesson has a link to well-being as the lesson allows pupils to develop an understanding of why healthy foods are important. The lesson also has links to Language, Literacy and Communication skills and Mathematical Development. Before the pupils start the main activity, they will refresh on the lesson that was taught previously by discussing in groups what they had decided on last lesson. This lesson links to ‘Choices and Decisions’ as this lesson will inform pupils that the decisions that they make will influence their lives, however, the lesson also has links to the theme of ‘Health’ regarding ESDGC as the lesson focuses on the items that we need to have to keep us healthy and survive. During this lesson, the pupils will be ‘recognizing that they have a responsibility to keep themselves safe’ (DCELLS, 2008; pg. 26) by looking after their bodies by choosing the right things. The lesson will also have a link to LNF; the literacy stand will be focusing on listening and communication as the pupils will need to listen to instructions and listen to information from a range of sources, also they will have to write a short comprehension task to improve literacy skills also. Numeracy will be included also as pupils will have to find 10 fruit and vegetables and count as they go along. 
The final lesson for Foundation phase will focus mainly on the body and why it is important to keep it healthy and follows on from the previous lesson. The learning objective for this lesson is to inform pupils on vital body organs and why we need to keep them healthy. Therefore, the lesson links to other subjects in the curriculum such as well-being, Language, Literacy and Communication skills and Creative development as the lesson aims to inform pupils on making healthy choices. Before the pupils begin main activity, they will be discussing idea’s on why water is so important to us to kick start communication. The whole lesson involves working within a group to complete the main activity, therefore it will develop communication skills. Throughout the main activity, the pupils will need to use their creativity skills as the groups will have to create a full body template to learn about vital body organs and due to the main part of the lesson being outside, it will create opportunities in and outside of the classroom. However, as the activity is independent, I will have to encourage the pupils to ‘keep focused on the task in hand’ (DCELLSa, 2008; pg. 26) otherwise the activity will not work. The lesson will have links to the themes of ESDGC; ‘Health’ as they are focusing on keeping the body healthy, ‘Choices and Decisions’ as they will need to make informed decisions regarding working within a group and ‘Identity and Culture’ will be included as the pupils will be informed on Wales’ health service and I will compare it to other countries. The lesson will link to LNF but specifically the literacy strand as the pupils will be asked to communicate thoroughly throughout the lesson and the pupils will also have to spell words and write a short paragraph to improve their writing skills.

Regarding Key Stage 2, the theme will be ‘Our Environment’. This theme aims to educate the pupils on why we need to keep our environment safe and to also recognise why our environment is so important and magnificent. The lesson will include the importance of recycling to keep our environment safe also the plants and other resources that we have in our environment. 
For the first Key Stage 2 lesson, we will focus on the importance of water to the environment also focus on where we get water from, the water cycle. The learning objective for this lesson is to clarify that water is important but not everyone is lucky enough to have clean water. The lesson will also aim to educate pupils on where the water that we use comes from. The lesson has strong links to 4 of the themes for ESDGC, such as The Natural Environment, Identity and Culture, Wealth and Poverty and Health. By focusing on these themes, the pupils will be able to receive a lot of information regarding this water and the need for it. Most of the themes that are present in the lesson will be in the main activity, as the main activity involves multiple small activities. LNF is also present throughout this lesson, but mainly Literacy as we focus on communication and listening throughout the lesson, involving a range of different sources such as a video clip. The lesson also has strong links to Literacy as the pupils will be completing worksheets which will help improve writing techniques. The lesson has wider links to the curriculum such as Geography and Science. 
The second lesson regarding Key Stage 2 carries on from the first lesson as the previous lesson focused on why water is so important which links on to what flowers need to grow and therefore, the lesson will be based around flowers and parts of a flower. The learning objective of this lesson is to discuss what plants/flowers need to grow and give the pupils a detailed description of the parts of a flower. The lesson has wider curriculum links to Science, Art and Geography as we focus on organisms, where they are, also drawing flowers. The lesson thoroughly focuses on organisms and what they need to survive and focuses on parts also. Throughout, the lesson improves art skills, communication and literacy skills due the different activities. The lesson links to the themes of The Natural Environment due to the plants that we are discussing and Identity and Culture as we look at what is around us and I will try to develop a sense of awe regarding our country and what it has. By teaching this lesson, it allows pupils to experience their environment. As Rotchell et.al (Rotchell et.al 2010) note, this allows pupils to ‘learn a great deal about what surrounds them’, which is important as they can develop a sense of awe. The lesson has strong links to LNF, both literacy and numeracy, however more so literacy as the lesson involves improving language and communication skills. Numeracy is also focused on as pupils will create a small table to show findings also. 
The last lesson in Key Stage 2 will focus on looking after the environment and recognising that we all need to keep the environment safe. The lesson will focus on recycling as pupils will be “sharing ideas and information” (DCELLSd, 2008; pg. 12) by coming up with an action plan which all the class will be able to use to help the environment. The learning objective for this lesson is to help pupils understand that by recycling, we can keep our environment safe. The lesson has wider links to the curriculum such as Geography and ICT as we are focusing on our environment and keeping it safe. ICT is focused on also as pupils can use a software to create their action plan during the main activity. Additionally, during the main activity, pupils will be working cooperatively with one another to complete the activity using their thinking skills to create an action plan, also using their communication skills to work with the group. The lesson has links to ESDGC as the lesson links to Choices and Decisions as the pupils will be aiming to make informed decisions. The lesson links with ESDGC as pupils will be “organising ideas and information” (DCELLSa, 2008; pg. 29) throughout the lesson also and this links to Natural Environment as pupils will be aiming to create an action plan that will help the environment. The lesson has strong links to LNF, especially Literacy as the lesson improves skills as the pupils are constantly listening, reading, writing and talking. 

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” Nelson Mandela. Education is clearly an important tool to change people’s lives and by incorporating all seven themes of ESDGC, all world matters and issues are discussed such as climate change and human rights which are important topics in todays’ society. Therefore, ESDGC is important to teach due to the wide range of information that it provides for young people in Wales and it gives young people knowledge that they can use in their everyday lives. 
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