The Iconography as seen in St. Tysul Graveyard.
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Eglwys, St Tysul Church (2021) https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=4985157964838075&set=gm.4198878993562627

The changing of our understanding and relationship with death has been a silent one with it no longer being a spoken affair or through symbolism which communicated people's relationships with one another and their wider community on how they were and continued to be perceived this has now returned to a silent grief. The understanding and way of conveying messages has changed in many ways throughout the centuries with having moved from private cemeteries to public ones. With this change, having ways of communicating in an appropriate manner without speaking has also changed however it has not changed as dramatically as it appears initially with minimalism regarding iconography. The idea of iconography remains.
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Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland. A Cardigan Map. https://ceredigionhistory.wales/llandysul/  

The focus of this report is the Iconography found on graves and how they have changed throughout the years. The graveyard of focus is St Tysul Cemetary within the county of Ceredigion and in the town Llandysul. This report will include four headstones from separated time periods with two dating from the last forty years as the most up to date and the two other headstones dating back to the nineteenth century at a time when death was seen as a much more formal affair commemorating the dead with much stricter social rules than to today's standard of grief and mourning where there is less tolerance (Mendoza. M. 2018.)  Iconography while not commonly used or understood as well as having changed throughout the years remain still a highly relevant way of conveying emotion in both life and death and how it may affect people and communities. This is particularly regarding subjects such as floriography and the language of flowers. This ability to communicate emotion silently and respectably even after death is still in use today however not as extravagantly as a century or two before.
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Gerrard.S (2022) St Tysul’s Church Available at: https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/7372588
The methods used were through both in field observations by visiting the cemetery at St, Tysul Graveyard for the images of the headstone. To achieve and having accessed aerial images other online at various websites which also include images of St Tysul Church and the surrounding gravestones (see the below reference list for more information on where they were obtained.) Another way information and resource material were gathered was through the University Library on the Lampeter Campus. This also includes online resources such as articles from various websites. While much of the information may have been gathered online, books on the art of Floriography were also a method used on Victorian interpretation of the meaning behind flowers. Not all plants however have been translated and as such not all the graves' iconographies can be understood but may be interpreted from what else is on gravestones. 
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The images taken above are this author’ own.
               Grave one                    Grave two                       Grave three                           Grave four
The above graves were the chosen graves focus for this report. They were chosen at random by a separate individual.
 Many graves found had similar forms of Iconography on them with the regular repetition of Ivy seen. While many graves had been replaced over time the ones remaining appeared to still be in a well-preserved state. The gravestones chosen while may not all be accurate to the time of the initial death they may however had been erected not long after the final death. One such grave labelled as grave one as seen above the individual called David Williams who died in 1986 and his mother Mary Jones who died in 1903. This pair has a shared headstone with three fern leaves on it in the top and center above the inscription of the headstones at the time this was erected the fern represented Magic or Enchantment, there are also what appears to be Daffodils amongst the ivy on one side of the arch above the fern intertwined with the ivy which represented, unequalled love and fidelity (Rodes. C. 2023.) As this a mother and son on the headstone this could be a reflection on a mother's unwavering love for her son who had passed away at an early age before her. This love followed through to the grave. As seen in the previous grave, grave two also has ivy running up the edges of the grave, representing fidelity. The other iconography on the grave is of floral origin however unidentifiable of the type however the flowers are almost bowing as a symbol of respect to the deceased. This grave, much like the previous one, is another small family unit with both mother and father listed on the grave. John Lloyd the youngest passed at the age of twenty-two in 1877, followed by his mother Martha Lloyd in 1885 and shortly thereafter his father John Lloyd this unit passed within eleven years of the son passing away. These first two graves are similar in a way of they are both a parent or parents burying their child earlier than them, so the iconography is a much more person and saddening affair regarding interpreting the meaning behind them. These older graves, while they may have been replaced at some point since the deaths, the individuals responsible have managed to keep an essence of what these families went through during a difficult period in their lives. The two other graves chosen may not have been of a parent and child dynamic they do also have a level of grief to them that they are still mourned today.
The individuals and gravestones next mentioned are from the past forty years, and as such, the interpretation behind their iconography has changed. The third gravestone chosen is the that of Islwyn Phillips who died in 1994 and Jean Phillips who died in 2010. The iconography on this grave includes snowdrops in which if the gravestone were erected during the same time as the older graves include it would have represented consolation (Roux, J. 2020.) However, today the meaning has changed to it now representing new hope and beginnings, but also innocence and the ability to overcome challenges. Which while reminiscent of it being a challenge to overcome the loss of someone dear to them, they may be considered appropriate as they also represent sympathy but also are given in celebration as they grow in the spring (Bloom and Wild, 2024.) The final grave is that of David Wyn Powel who died at the age of six in 1972 this grave has only one name on it with a rose at the top of it which commonly represents love but devotion in the Victorian understanding of it (Rodes, C. 2023.) This meaning even extends into modern day understanding however the meaning does vary based on the breed and colour of a rose as different regions have different roses and as such their translation is also varied. This meaning is powerful as not only as a parent as seen in the previous graves rarely stops loving their child this also a powerful symbol for any individual who has lost a loved one. While today this flower may be given in love to someone this remains a flexible flower regarding representation and conveying emotion. 
The art of communicating emotions silently through floriography on gravestone might be less in use today and as such the information has been lost to some of the newest generations. However, there are still glimpses of it in cemeteries. According to one company that supports families selecting a gravestone, if not been selected, previously images such as birds representing freedom may be inscribed on the headstone (Dignity Funerals 2024).  These snippets of information within modern gravestones may not be varied as they once were with the showing of an entire form of grief entwined with it however the use of iconography is still relevant and being used if not fully understood and not as used in comparison to when the first two previously mentioned gravestones were made. The use of iconography is still being used however and remains relevant. 
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