Wildlife Center
Introduction
Primary education in Wales is expected to provide suitable activities to enhance child development. In early years education, children need access to activities that involve - pretend play, exploring, building, and creating. These activities provide an opportunity to develop skills such as social, emotional, physical and intellectual. As children get older, they develop their skills further. Their creativity and imagination skills develop that is important to their development. Lessons like cooking, art, drama and music allow children to express these skills. These lessons, including literature and science, allow children's curiosity and imagination to grow.
What is a Wildlife Centre? 
A wildlife centre is an organisation where people can learn about nature, the environment, and what they can do to protect it. Wildlife centres provide tours and information to the public from staff and volunteers, allowing an opportunity for learning to happen. Many organisations, like the national trust offer activities alongside tours and walks. Activities like creating a bird feed or building a home for wildlife. A wildlife centre can provide new and different sights and sounds for children. Providing the opportunity to see new animals, plants, and environment. Children can learn about how the environment works and what they can do to respect it. The skills and knowledge developed from these activities can be used, at home or even in a school setting. The skills children learn from nature, like how to look after and respect their environment, is a life-long skill they can use in the future.
Activities
Wildlife centres provide a range of activities for children to do, like Identifying flowers, trees, and animals. Children can learn and explore nature through what they see, do, smell, and feel. They recognise that different flowers have different names, colours, and features. For example, a daffodil is yellow, or a daisy is white. They begin to understand what the bark of a tree feels like. Seeing how the leaves of different trees are different shapes. This is a way of self-discovery, and they begin to see and understand things for themselves. This is a way of learning that children can do independently and expands their imagination and curiosity. They can make sense of the world around them and understand what nature is and how it works. Their creativity can expand by what they have around them and having a new different environment. Helping them grow and develop new skills by seeing, doing, feeling, and smelling new things.
Wildlife centres can provide an opportunity for children to learn about their environment and how to protect it. By making bird feeds and building a home for wildlife from natural resources, children learn how to look after small animals and why it’s important to care for them. They learn by doing these activities and the information given to them. Helping them develop a better understanding of why and how they can help and do their part to protect the environment. Showing children how we can look after our environment, by recycling and disposing of our litter correctly. Also, how we could use our recycled bottles and plastic for other everyday things. Like a homemade birdfeed. Showing the devastating impact of what can happen and why it’s important to look after nature and their environment, young children will learn to respect the world around them and gain a long-term skill that will be with them for life.


Jean Piaget
Jean Piaget was a constructive theorist. Believing children learned through active learning and gathered knowledge independently. Piaget believed that children learn important lessons on their own. 
Jean Piaget noticed that children have a way of processing information through self-discovery, called schemas. For example, if a child is familiar with a dog, they know what a dog has four legs, a long nose, and a tail. The child might instantly think that another animal, like a fox or a wolf, with the same similarities to a dog, four legs, a long nose, and a tail, is a dog. 

Jean Piaget Schemas
When a child sees a fox, it quickly relates and believes the fox is a dog. Parents, guardians, and teachers explain that a fox isn’t a dog because a fox is a wild animal, and a dog lives in a house. That a dog barks and a fox makes a different sound. As the child is told, taught, and shown the difference between a dog and a fox. A child begins to understand the difference, learning and adjusting knowledge about animals.

Schemas – Accommodation and Assimilation 
Within schemas, there is assimilation and accommodation. Assimilation is understanding, a new experience or an object, understanding why something happens in an existing schema. Accommodation is changing learning and behavior, learning new ways and things of an existing schema.

Stages of Development. 
According to Piaget, children’s cognitive development happens in four stages:
From birth to the age of 2 are the sensorimotor stages. They start to experience the world around them, using their senses and learn and begin to learn through their actions.
Then the next stage, from the age of 2 to 7, is the pre-operational stage. When they begin to put words and pictures together for one object. At this stage, children only see their own perspective and don’t understand that others have different perspectives to them. Children begin developing their language skills, which strengthens through pretend play, that children enjoy during this stage.
The next stage, 7 to 11, is the concrete operational. When they begin to think logically about things and develop a better understanding of conversation and problems. They begin to think better about a problem, beginning to understand and see a bigger perspective.
The last stage, 12 to adult, is the formal operational stage. Developing abstract reasoning and logic. Beginning to understand and process information specifically to what they are asked or need.



Theory and Practice
During these activities, children in the pre-operational stage. According to Piaget, can’t focus on more than one thing at a time, and by focusing their minds on one task, with easy short word instructions and they can understand the task asked of them. Learning through nature can provide a wide range of learning for children. Carrying out active activities that lead to self-discovery and learning. Allowing them to express themselves, discover and learn new things about the world around them. They independently become more aware and increase their knowledge about nature. Piaget also believed that having active, hands-on experience is important. They can learn through experimenting and develop new skills in the process that will further develop their knowledge of a subject. Having hands-on and real visual experiences, children can expand their imagination and creativity. They have the freedom to think and question their perspective. Through assimilation and accommodation of new experiences, they build a better understanding of the world. Gaining a good grounding for their education and learning.
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PowerPoint
S1
· Organisation or place people can learn about nature and the environment. 
· Discovery and learning to happen, providing tours and information to the public.
· Learning activities.
· Different opportunities to see new animals, plants, and environment. 
· Children can learn to look after, respect their environment. 
· Lifelong skills and knowledge that can be used at home or school.
S2 
· Identifying flowers, trees and animals – Getting to know nature, being able to name different flowers, knowing that a daffodil is yellow and a daisy is white. Knowing what bark off a tree feels like. Seeing how leaves are different shapes. 
    Developing skills from their environment:
· Self-discovery
· Independence 
· Expanding imagination and curiosity 
· Sensory 
· Creating bird feeds and building a home for wildlife from natural resources - learn the importance of why and how to care and look after our wildlife.
· Picking up rubbish, recycling, and using their used rubbish to create things – learn and understand the devastating impact if their litter isn’t disposed of properly. 
S3 
· Constructive theorist 
· Believed children were active and independent learners. Able to gather their knowledge independently, and they learned important lessons on their own, through self-discovery.
· Children processed information through self-discovery 
· Schemas – Theory 
· Development stages - Theory
S4 
· For example. - the child knows a dog has four legs, a long nose, and a tail. The child thinks another animal like a fox or a wolf is a dog because of its similarities, four legs, a long nose, and a tail.
· Children are quick to relate to something they know, believing a fox is a dog. Parents, guardians, and teachers explain the difference between the fox and the dog. Children then process the information and understand the difference and adjust their knowledge.
S5
· Assimilation is understanding a new experience or an object, understanding why something happens in an existing schema. 
· Accommodation is changing learning and behavior, learning new ways and things of an existing schema. 
S6
· Experiencing through senses
· Objects
· Words and Images
· Language
· Pretend play
· Conversation
· Understanding Problems 
· Think logically
· Logic and Reasoning
· Understand and process information
S7
· Children can only focus on one thing at a time, one task with short instructions they will understand.
· Nature can provide a wide range of learning and activities:
· Leading to self-discovery and becoming more independent. Allowing them to express themselves by using their imagination to discover the world around them, increasing their knowledge about nature. 
· Hands-on experiences are important because they're learning through experimenting and developing new skills. Furthering their knowledge about the subject, giving them a better understanding of the world around them. 
· Freedom to think and question their perspective through assimilation and accommodation, they build a better understanding of the world around them, giving them a good grounding for education and learning.

