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Assassins is a critically acclaimed musical written by Stephen Sondheim and John Weidman that explores the lives and motivations of nine individuals who attempted or succeeded in assassinating United States presidents. The Show, which premiered in 1990, raises vital questions about the nature of violence, the power of media, and the impact of political rhetoric. I’m excited to share that I played the role of John Wilkes Booth, the man who assassinated President Abraham Lincoln. Booth is a complex character who embodies the dangerous allure of the American Dream and the length some will go to achieve it. 

I must admit that I had never heard of the assassinations of presidents before, and I was eager to learn about them.Recently I had the opportunity to do a PowerPoint presentation on Richard Nixon. Researching his life was an enlightening and interesting experience. Through my research, I gained a greater application for the historical significance of these events and the impact they had on our nation. Other teams had different Presidents, this exposure to different perspectives helped me to better understand the broader themes of presidential assassinations. I used specific examples from Nixon’s life to illustrate the broader themes of his presidency, such as the Watergate scandal of his foreign policy initiatives. Overall, I felt more connected to this important part of American history and was excited to continue exploring this fascinating topic. Achieves, N. (2000). President Nixon | Richard Nixon Museum and Library. [online] Nixonlibrary.gov. Available at: https://www.nixonlibrary.gov/president-nixon.
Presidents, P. (2020). Richard Nixon | 60-Second Presidents | PBS. [online] www.youtube.com. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOdg3fo_Yo8.
	When I first heard that I had been cast as John Wilkes Booth, I was overwhelmed with excitement and anticipation. I knew that this was a significant role that would require a lot of hard work and dedication. I was eager to take on the challenge and bring the character to life. As part of my research for the role, I delved into his life and the historical context of the time period. During My research, I came across the book ‘American Brutus: John Wilkes Booth and the Lincoln Conspiracies’ by Michael W. Kauffman. This Book Provided a comprehensive and detailed account of Booth’s life and motivations, as well as the historical context in which he lived. 
 “Booth was a man of extremes, capable of great charm, generosity, and kindness, but also of pettiness, Vindictiveness, and Violence”. This quote from the book Highlighted the Complexity and contradictions of his personality and showed that he was capable of both good and bad behaviour, as an actor this quote helped me to create a more nuanced and well-rounded portrayal of Booth. It made me realise that he wasn’t just a vicious human, but rather a complex and multidimensional character with many different sides to him. This realisation made the rehearsal process more enjoyable for me as I had many ways to act and explore his personality. 

In order to gain a deep and non-understanding of his personality and physiology I also studied the other assassins portrayed in the play including Lee Harvey Oswald, Charles Guiteau, and John Hinckley to understand the commonalities and differences between them and to be able to explore the themes of violence, power and the American dream that runs throughout the play. The American dream is a central theme that is explored through the actions and motivations of the characters. The play examines the dark side of the American dream focusing on the way in which it can be distorted and prevented by those who feel excluded or oppressed by society. The characters in Assassins are all united by a sense of alienation and disillusionment and they are driven to commit violent acts to achieve their own version of the American Dream. By exploring the themes of the play, I gained a greater understanding of the power of the storytelling and the ability of the art to provoke thoughts and stimulates discussions. Clarke, J.W. (1981). American Assassins: An Alternative Typology. British Journal of Political Science, [online] 11(1), pp.81–104. Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/193462 [Accessed 4 Jun. 2023]
Throughout my two- year Journey as an actor, I have had the privilege of studying the esteemed Stanislavski Method and its profound application to the art of acting. I was able to apply this method in my process. Although I had little in common with my character Booth, exploring his beliefs and motivations was a challenging process as he was vastly different from me personally. However, I was able to utilize a variety of techniques to help me connect with the character on a deeper level. This included conducting extensive research on the historical figure of John, immersing myself in literature about his life, and meticulously studying the script to understand his perspectives and experiences. 
“The actor Creates with his own flesh and blood all those things which all the arts try in some way to describe” Konstantin Stanislavski ‘An Actor prepares’. 
This quote means that an actor brings emotions and experiences to life through their own physical and emotional embodiment of the character. The process exploring Booth’s beliefs was both enriching and fulfilling. It allowed me to delve into the inner workings of the character psyche and uncover the nuances of his personality. This, in turn, has helped me to better understand and embody the character, resulting in a more authentic and nuanced portrayal. Furthermore, this experience has helped me to refine my acting skills and become more adept at reacting and behaving in the process. 

Throughout the rehearsal process, I encountered various challenges that both tested and enhanced my abilities as an actor. Amongst the most significant of the challenges was the mastery of a southern Texas accent. Despite the formidable nature of this task, I was able to surmount it through my unwavering dedication and tireless work ethic. I pursued the acquisition of this accent independently, practicing with unrelenting fervour outside of rehearsal hours, driven by my passion for self – improvement. Although I had never attempted to learn an accent, I found the process to be deeply fulfilling and enjoyable. Once I had mastered the accent, it afforded me a greater degree of creative freedom, enabling me to develop my character with greater depth. This experience taught me the importance of preparation, research and the ability to take risks in my own work, whilst also underscoring the value of collaboration in the creative process and the importance of self-reflection and self-assessment. 	
interactive English (2021). How to Speak with a Southern Accent | American English. [online] www.youtube.com. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB_nhquynN0&themeRefresh=1 [Accessed 1 Jun. 2023]
I used this YouTube clip to practice every day, which was incredibly helpful in guiding me through the accent and developing my own voice.

Another significant challenge I faced was the pronunciation of words I had never used before, I felt embarrassed and unsure of myself, and I doubted whether I would be able to perform my role effectively, despite these feelings I was determined to succeed and tried everything I could to overcome this challenge. I asked James nicely If I could film him reading the words to practice at home, and used YouTube to ensue I was pronouncing the words correctly. I would repeat the words every day and gradually began to feel more confident. Once I had mastered the pronunciation of the difficult words in my role, I felt a sense of pride and accomplishments that I had never experienced before. This experience taught me that I am capable of anything I set my mind to, and that I should never doubt myself or my abilities. I’m grateful for the opportunity to have learned this valuable lesson through my experience in Assassins.
saying, I. (2021). How To Pronounce Motorcade🌈🌈🌈🌈🌈🌈Pronunciation Of Motorcade. [online] www.youtube.com. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzS6I6KTGAQ [Accessed 9 Jun. 2023].
Performing on a traverse stage was a new and exciting experience for me, it was unique and challenging experience that was unlike any other production I’ve done before. At first, getting used to the traverse stage was a long process for me, as I had to learn how to position myself and move in a way that would allow both sides of the audience to see and hear me clearly. It was a challenge, but I was determined to master it. Then, as the production progressed, there were changes of direction that would worry me. However, I knew to be professional I had to be prepared for anything that could happen. I learned that being flexible and adaptable is essential in the acting industry, that embracing new challenges and opportunities is what makes the profession so exciting and rewarding. I was happy to get used to experiencing things changing, as it was a challenge that I needed for my future.

Learning the songs was also a challenge for me, the music was complex and intricate, with indicate melodies and rhythms that required a lot of time and effort to master. The more I practiced, the more I began to appreciate the beauty and the nonsense of the music. Each song was like a puzzle that I had to solve, with different part of harmonies that all had to fit together perfectly. I Learnt ‘Ballad of Booth’ In my own time, this required a lot of dedication and discipline, but it was all worth it in the end because it allowed me to focus on refining my technique and bringing more depth to my performance. It prepared me and gave me the opportunity to help others and build a stronger sense of teamwork and collaboration with Barny. In addition to being musically challenging, the Sondheim songs were emotionally demanding, they required me to tap into a wide range of emotions, from Joy and excitement to sadness and despair. Each song had its own unique mood and tone, and I had to be able to switch between them seamlessly in order to create a cohesive and impactful performance. 

Working as a team was also an important part of the process of learning the songs, I had to collaborate closely with my fellow actors and the creative team to ensure that we were all on the same page and working towards the same goal. We had to be patient with each other, and we had to be willing to give and take feedback in order to create the best possible performance. It was a thrilling and satisfying experience to finally get each song right, and to be able to sing it with confidence and conviction. This was a joyful and rewarding part of the process as we all worked together to create something truly special and meaningful. 

One of the most valuable things I learned from playing Booth in Assassins was the importance of building connections with others. At first, I found it difficult to connect with my fellow actors, since we all come from different backgrounds and had different approaches to the work. Yet, I was able to overcome this challenge by trying to connect with them outside of the rehearsal space. By taking the time to get to know them on a personal level, I was able to build stronger connections with them in the rehearsal room. This helped me feel more comfortable taking risks and trying new things, which was especially important for a character like Booth who is so complex and multifaceted. To better my connection with Harold, we used the Meisner technique which I learnt in my production of ‘RENT’. The Meisner Technique would allow me to focus and be in the moment and to not act but only react when provoked. In this process, you need to fully connect with your character and not miss any meaningful actions or reactions.
“For each objective, the actors may need a corresponding physical action to deal with an obstacle or barrier.”- An introduction to Stanislavski, Petonelle Archer
As I used this technique, I found that I was able to connect more clearly with Harold by focusing more on the present moment and reacting more authentically to the situation and emotion of my character, I was able to create a more compelling portrayal of Booth.

 Building connections with others also helped me to better understand the historical context of the play and the significance of the events and characters portrayed which deepened my appreciation for the art of acting. Overall, building strong connections with my team, especially ‘Lee’ was a crucial aspect of my experience playing Booth, and it helped me become a more versatile and well- rounded performer.

Assassins has been an incredible Journey; I’ve learned so much about myself and my craft through the process. From the very beginning, I was challenged and inspired by the opportunity to explore complex themes, emotions to develop my acting skills, and to collaborate with a group of talented passionate artists. Working on the production, I discovered new facets of my personality, strengths and weaknesses and learn how to push myself beyond my comfort zone to achieve my goals. I also discovered the power of community and support, and how working together with others can help us achieve more than we ever could alone. Finally, I discover the joy and beauty of storytelling and how the arts can help us connect with each other and with the world around us in profound and meaningful ways. To end my year with such a beautiful musical, and such wonderful people was truly an honour and I’m so grateful for everything I’ve learned and experience along the way. I know that this experience will stay with me forever and that it will continue to inspire and guide me in my future artistic endeavours. 
Overall, I believe that my performance went well. I felt that utilising the techniques that I did and employing an acting process allowed me to grow a lot as an actress. I felt reassured in my acting choices and understood my roles.
so much more than I had in previous productions when just relying on a hunch.
 "A lot of work is done by people on instinct; they've got a hunch and a little flair. That's all right up to a point, but it doesn't carry through”- Article by David Benedict, 1996. 
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