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Common law principles underpin the English legal system; they are the rules of law that have developed via precedents set by the courts (Hudson, 2019). In a precedent-based legal system, previous court rulings serve as a basis for future legal proceedings. According to the theory of parliamentary sovereignty, which is fundamental to the English Law System, Parliament is the supreme lawmaking body and its statutes are binding on all citizens. Criminal law and civil law are the two mainstays of the English legal system. Crimes against the state are dealt with in criminal law, which is implemented by the police and court system. The civil courts are responsible for enforcing civil law, which governs disagreements between private parties. Statutory laws are complemented by a system of administrative and delegated legislation, which is drafted by government agencies and local authorities and serves to put those laws into effect. This report discusses the differences between common and civil law as well as the origin of common law. 
[bookmark: _Toc129344241]Common law
Common law is the corpus of law developed by judges and other quasi-judicial institutions via the articulation of their judgments in writing (Hudson, 2019). The common law system is unique in the sense that precedent is the primary source of law. Case law precedent is heavily relied upon by common law courts in order to draw from a coherent body of law. In common law systems, the law is built on the principle that comparable cases should be handled in the same way. Judgments set by courts are binding on all subsequent cases of the same nature.
[bookmark: _Toc129344242]Civil law
English civil law is founded on common law and the principles of equity (Ryan, 2021). The branch of a legal system that addresses issues unique to individual persons and organizations is called civil law. It serves as the basis for the legal system in every common-law country, including England, Wales, and the rest of the Commonwealth. The foundations of justice, fairness, and equality in English civil law are found in legislation and court precedents. 
[bookmark: _Toc129344243]The contrast between common law and civil law
Precedent plays a significant role in the English Common Law system, with earlier rulings being used to guide future ones (Pfander and Wentzel, 2019). Most areas of common law are not codified. Because of this, there is no one location where all laws and regulations can be found in one place. Whilst the common law does make use of a few smatterings of legislation (decisions made by lawmakers), it is mostly predicated on precedent (previous judicial rulings on comparable instances). The courts' archives and anthologies of past case law, known as yearbooks and reports, are where these precedents are kept for future reference. The judge in charge of a case decides which previous rulings will serve as guidelines. Hence, judges play a crucial role in the development of the legal systems in the UK.
Yet, in the system of Civil Law, the laws are codified and revised on a regular basis. On the other hand, civil law follows a set of rules (Akbari et al., 2020). The legal codes of countries that follow the civil law system are exhaustive, and they are often updated to reflect new circumstances that may warrant bringing a case before a court, as well as any changes to the procedure or penalties that may have occurred. The two primary branches of English civil law that make up its framework are substantive law and procedure. The rights and responsibilities of persons and organizations, as well as the broad guidelines by which they must abide in their interactions with one another, are the focus of substantive law (Smith, 2020). Disputes between private parties and commercial entities are governed by procedural law.
The judge's position in English Common Law is more involved in deciding the outcome of the case than in Civil Law, where the judge's job is limited to interpreting the law (Caenegem and van Caenegem, 2021). Under an adversarial system like common law, two parties go head to head in front of a neutral judge. The jury consists of laypeople with no prior knowledge of law who deliberate on the case's merits. After the decision of the jury, the judge will decide on a suitable punishment. The judge's duties in a civil law system include determining the relevant law and applying it to the facts presented. While the judge often files formal charges, conducts investigations, and renders rulings, this is done within the confines of a well-defined legal framework. So, legislative and scholarly efforts to create and interpret codes have a greater impact on the development of civil law than do decisions of the courts.
Although legal codes form the basis of Civil Law, the English Common Law is founded on general principles of law (Smith, 2020). In contrast to the Civil Law system, which relies on statutes as its foundation, the Common Law system in England relies on established cases to establish its norms.
[bookmark: _Toc129344244]History of common law
The foundations of the English Common Law are precedents set by previous courts and established customs. It originated in Medieval England at the King's Court and has since spread throughout the globe (Letwin, 2021).
When the Normans invaded England in 1066, they brought with them the Common Law system that would eventually become the basis for English law. As the Normans took over, they instituted their own set of rules, known as the Norman system. It owed a great deal to the Roman law that the Romans introduced to Britain many years before.
A system founded on regional custom and tradition and judicial judgments, English Common Law eventually supplanted the Norman system in the decades that followed (Letwin, 2021). Legal scholars and practitioners created this legal framework to standardize the application of laws across different types of cases.
Over the years, several additional laws and processes were established, further developing and improving the English Common Law. The jury trial system and the writ of habeas corpus, for instance, both date back to the 13th century (Pfander and Wentzel, 2019). The English Parliament first started enacting legislation that expanded the scope of the English Common Law in the 17th century.
Its early legal systems, like many others, focused on procedural than substantive rights. It is through the development of these remedies that we have arrived at our current system, in which rights take precedence over process (Caenegem and van Caenegem, 2021). Up until the latter half of the nineteenth century, judges, rather than lawmakers, were responsible for shaping the evolution of English common law.
[bookmark: _Toc129344245]Examples of the common law working in practice
Any cases in which a court has relied on stare decisis to reach a ruling are examples of common law. What this means is that judges make decisions based on previous cases. Countries with a significant common law tradition are particularly prone to this. Following areas, common law is practiced. 
Tort law: One branch of law known as "tort law" allows victims of negligent acts to seek monetary compensation from those responsible (Chouaibi et al., 2022).
Contract: When two or more parties agree to terms and engage in a contract, the contract is enforceable according to general principles of contract law.
Property: property law relies on common law principles to define who can legally claim what.
Criminal law: In the realm of criminal law, offenses are classified and punishments are handed down in accordance with common law precepts (Hudson, 2019).
Employment law: under employment law, the provisions of any agreement between an employer and an employee are enforceable under common law.
Consumer law: under consumer law, people have the right to know whether or not the products they buy are safe to use, as well as other protections based on common law principles (Eves, 2020).
Case example of common law-
In the UK, the common law has been put to use in several real-world situations. Donoghue v. Stevenson is an example of a successful product liability lawsuit, in which a consumer claimed she was wrongfully damaged when she discovered a dead snail in a bottle of ginger beer. The "neighbor principle" of duty of care and the idea of carelessness were both established by this case (Brown, 2022). Both of these have recently become cornerstones of common law in the United Kingdom. Another case that established a man's immunity from rape charges after having sexual relations with his wife without her permission included R v R. The House of Lords reversed this decision in 1991.
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When it comes to the English legal system, the Supreme Court is the highest court possible. This court has the last say on all criminal and civil appeals made in England and Wales. These courts consider cases with the appropriate level of gravity. Legislation passed by Parliament and case law decided by judges forms the backbone of the English legal system, respectively. Parliament is responsible for making statutes. These statutes constitute the highest authority in the legal system. While statutes are to be interpreted and clarified by common law, which is based on earlier judicial decisions. Civil law is written in detail or codified by legislative bodies. The rules in a civil law regime are stricter than in a common law one. A judge's ruling is final only if it follows the law under a civil law system.
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