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Evaluate the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty.
What is the death penalty?
The death penalty, also known as ‘capital punishment’, was introduced to the United Kingdom as early as the 10th century, when hanging was the preferred arrangement for execution. The alternative choices for execution could be one of the following;
· Lethal Injection
· Electrocution
· Lethal Gas
From the late 1940s, Parliament started a debate on whether to abolish the death penalty or not. By 1965, capital punishment was abolished. The abolitionist battle occurred due to the Home Office receiving letters regarding capital cases, back in the 1930s, where there were 30 letters, by the 1950s this raised up to the hundreds. According to Seal, Lizzie the letters received to Home Office were “disproportionately represent abolitions views, or concerns” regarding the fault to capital punishment. Therefore, this would have been a problem of opinion at that time. This is clear to see as majority of the letters, 600 of which, were revolved around the case back in 1955 on Ruth Ellis. Ruth Ellis, aged 28, was the last women in Britain to have been hanged in 1964. She was executed, after shooting her partner, David Blakely. Due to this topic being a “public feeling”, particularly women felt that Ruth Ellis had been wrongfully treated, due to being physically and emotionally abused by David Blakely. 8 years after Britain abolished the death penalty, Northern Ireland followed their decision in 1973. Again in 1998, capital punishment was refused by 158 votes, when capital punishment was again debated throughout the progress of the Human Rights Act.

Britain now in the 21st century, are arguing on whether we should have the death penalty re-introduced. Due to this, campaigns online, such as Paul Staines, have started a debate for the public to have an opportunity to share their opinions on whether the government of the United Kingdom, should bring back capital punishment by using a poll. The results on this poll shown that half of Britain's population were for the capital punishment to be re-introduced for murderers. Yet again, when children and police officers who are killed was mentioned, the figures raised to 60%. According to Mr Staines most of the population are “in favour for bringing back the death penalty everywhere except in Parliament”. Does this suggest that politicians are not ready to vote for the return of the death penalty? Is the government of Britain afraid of their citizens? As a country, that lives in a democracy, should people not be frightened of their government? Therefore, Mr Straines wants to take this to Parliament to study and explore the matter there is between what both, Parliament and the public want. On the other hand, for the Parliament to be willing to debate this matter, Mr Staines must have 100,000 people from the public to support his desire.

Sir Geroge Young, whose leader of House of Commons, is against the return of the death penalty. On the other hand, believes that ignoring the beliefs of members of the public or “pretend that their views do not exist”, would harm the democracy within Britain. Therefore, is supporting Mr Staines for his fight for a referendum. The fail of this topic being debated within Parliament is because it is “out of touch with the public”, according to Mr Carswell. Is this topic “out of touch with the public”? Possibly how could anyone know, without having a chance to vote? Although, back in 2010 ‘YouGov’ directly asked the public if they wanted the capital punishment to be re-introduced for child murders, which came back 74% in favour for re-introducing capital punishment.

There is a great deal of reasons to why the public may see the capital punishment more of an advantage rather than a disadvantage for Britain. One of the most common statements in favour for the death penalty is, “if someone murders someone else, they have given up their human rights, including the one to stay alive themselves”. On the other hand, other would argue that the death penalty goes against the “the most basic human right. The right to life”.
From the table below it is clear to see that from 1965, the year capital punishment was abolished, the figures of crime, which involves homicide, increase.
[image: ]



Conclusion
References
The reason for ending, innocent people were being killed
History when? Started? Ended? Why? How? Who the last person was? Public opinion?
Introduction
Main findings
Conclusions
Recommendations
References
Appendices
image.png
@ Near |l Doct | fh Uw1 | il Doct | § Prim | PQ Sour | gl evalt | v TUI i The | & Srec | = Doe |[fd Face | G whe | 9w Toe EENX  + - X
¢ cC @® Not secure | murderuk.com/misc_crime_stats.html Yo o
i Apps ™M Gmail @ YouTube B Maps @ hwbuwtsd @ Death Penalty [l Death Penalty @ Death Penalty [l Death Penalty [ Death Penalty —mma Death Penalty [Jil Figures on the deat. »
: Female Killers o
The Crime figure are in line with financial year, April to end of march each year. Mass Murderers
1960 282 1980 549 2000 792 Miscellaneous
1961 265 1981 499 2000/01 891 Understanding One Off Kiliers
1962 299 1982 557 2001/02 1048 Crime Data:... Poisoners
1963 307 1983 482 2002/03 853 £28.99 Prime Profiling
1964 296 1984 537 2003/04 868 Psychology
1965 325 1985 536 2004/05 765 < Books
1946 347 1966 364 1986 563 2005/09 759 Serial Killers
1947 371 1967 414 1987 599 2006/07 753 —_— U
1978 341 1968 420 1988 547 2007/08 651 amazoncouk
1949 208 1969 395 1989 525 2008/09 640
1950 346 1970 396 1990 555 2009/10 608
1952 328 1971 459 1991 623 2010111 636 o
1952 400 1972 480 1992 581 201112 550
1953 327 1973 465 1993 565 2012/13
1954 371 1974 599 1994 632 2013114 523 Crime Science:
1955 279 1975 508 1995 663 2014115 518 New...
1956 315 1976 488 1996 584 2015/16 s
1957 321 1977 418 1997 650
1958 261 1978 471 1998 629
1959 266 1979 546 1999 760
In 1967 the government changed the way crimes were recorded. Some originally recorded as homicide were no longer counted as homicide, these include —
deaths caused by the IRA, which were moved from murder to acts of terrorism. for example, and those reclassified as manslaughter. am_a}on.couk
2010/11 includes 12 wctlms of Derrick Bird
2NNKINA includae B2 victime.

17:57
P Type here to search ! NG 067102019 ~





