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Task 1 - Mind map of potential research ideas
https://mm.tt/app/map/3145514307?t=CftB5WxeNE 

Task 2 - Research proposal form

	Undergraduate dissertation research proposal form


	Name: Courtney Curtis
	Student number: 2204829

	Draft research title question? - Do adverse childhood experiences shape criminal behaviour?

Why this topic? - It is interesting, and it is an important subject matter that creates a lot of issues for the police and the public. It is efficient to think of what the issues are, to be able to find solutions to prevent it from happening. ASB creates such an to society. A lot of children have had adverse childhood experiences (ACES), so it is important to discuss whether ACES link to criminal behaviour.

	Summary of research aim and objectives:
1) Do bad childhood experiences, also known as adverse childhood experiences, affect children’s behaviour and turn them to crime?
2) What types of adverse childhood experiences (ACES) could increase the risk of committing crime?
3) How many people have experienced ACES and have committed crime?
4) What affects could be from being exposed to ACES?
5) Do people with ACES develop anger issues, anxiety, depression, or commit anti-social behaviour, truancy or abusive language and behaviour?
6) Evaluate the effectiveness of the current public service response to ASB.
7) Define anti-social behaviour (ASB).
8) What examples of ACES are there? - Neglect, emotional, physical, sexual abuse, divorce?

	Theoretical context:
(NHS, 2024). = The impact of ACES.
(Fuller-Thomson, Roane. And Brennenstuhl, 2016, pp. 1451-1461). = Negative childhood experiences.
(CDC, 2023). = Examples of traumatic events?
(Clevelandclinic, 2023). = Types of ACES.
(Wisner, 2022). = Risk factors for adverse childhood experiences.
(Violence prevention unit, 2024). = What are ACES?
(Godoy medical forensics, 2024). = How ACES relate to criminal behaviour.
(The University of Edinburgh, 2022). = Childhood trauma linked to risk of adult crime.
(Public Health Wales NHS, 2024). = What are we doing to address ACES?
(Scottish Government, 2018). = How can a harsh childhood lead to criminal behaviour?
This topic is a compelling area of importance because it is important to find more information about the link between ACES and crime to prevent ACES and crime from happening. It is affecting the public and the police force due to people committing ASB and it impacts the police and the public because people that commit ASB cause destruction and annoyance to society.

	Summary of research-survey method:
Survey/ questionnaire for members of the public to be completed on Microsoft forms. There will be around 10 questions and around 100 answers. It will be optional to do, and it will aid in finding different perspectives and other people’s thoughts on ACES and criminal behaviour.

	Summary of sampling framework:
It will include a questionnaire for members of the public to complete which will be optional, it will be around 10 questions long regarding childhood experiences and whether bad experiences throughout childhood can affect behaviour and create a criminal. It will take a minimum of 15 minutes to complete.

	Initial reference list: 
CDC (2023) We can prevent childhood adversity. Available at: We Can Prevent Childhood Adversity |Violence Prevention|Injury Center|CDC (Accessed: 16/04/24).
Cleveland Clinic (2023) Adverse childhood experiences (ACES). Available at: Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) & Childhood Trauma (clevelandclinic.org) (Accessed: 16/04/24).
Fuller-Thomson, E, Roane, J.L. and Brennenstuhl, S. (2016) ‘Three types of adverse childhood experiences, and alcohol and drug dependence among adults: an investigation using population-based data’, Substance use and misuse, 51 (11) DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/10826084.2016.1181089. Available at: Three Types of Adverse Childhood Experiences, and Alcohol and Drug Dependence Among Adults: An Investigation Using Population-Based Data: Substance Use & Misuse: Vol 51 , No 11 - Get Access (tandfonline.com).
Godoy medical forensics (2024) Does childhood trauma lead to criminal behaviour? Available at: Does Childhood Trauma Lead To Criminal Behavior? - Godoy Medical Forensics (Accessed: 16/04/24).
NHS (2024) Adverse childhood experiences (ACES) and attachment. Available at: Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Attachment - Royal Manchester Children's Hospital (mft.nhs.uk) (Accessed: 15/04/24).
Public Health Wales NHS (2024) Adverse childhood experiences. Available at: Adverse Childhood Experiences - Public Health Wales (nhs.wales) (Accessed: 16/04/24).
Scottish Government (2018) Understanding childhood adversity, resilience and crime. Available at: Understanding childhood adversity, resilience and crime - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) (Accessed: 16/04/24).
The University of Edinburgh (2022) Childhood trauma linked to risk of adult crime. Available at: Childhood trauma linked to risk of adult crime | The University of Edinburgh (Accessed: 16/04/24).
Violence prevention unit (2024) Adverse childhood experiences (ACES). Available at: Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) | Violence Prevention Unit (violencepreventionwales.co.uk) (Accessed: 16/04/24).
Wisner, W. (2022) What are adverse childhood experience (ACES). Available at: What Are Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)? (verywellmind.com) (Accessed: 16/04/24).



Task 3 – Ethics form
PG2 Ethics Form copy portfolio.docx

Task 4 – Justification of the chosen research method
The chosen research method to do is the dissertation because it is important to do more research about adverse childhood experiences (ACES) and it would be effective to find different perspectives on it and whether it links to criminal behaviour. It is an important subject that people should know more about. Dissertations allow students to find research in response to a question that they chose to do, and it tests their research skills (Collier, 2023). Dissertations provide inspiration for ideas, graphs, and other components of a document, they also show insight to the early work of a person and have value for historical and biographical purposes (Research Guides, 2024). Dissertations are useful because students look into a specific topic and learn more about it while also spreading more awareness for the topic which other people can read and learn about.

Microsoft forms will be used for the questionnaire, and it will entail asking members of the general public to complete the form because it would be effective to know other people’s perspectives and thoughts on ACES and crime and it is important to help raise awareness of it.
Cleave (2023) states that using surveys for a questionnaire is efficient because it is cost-saving, aid in reaching people quickly and it allows people to respond in anonymous ways. It also aids in flexibility for people to complete the questionnaire when and wherever they want, and data accuracy is also efficient. This is because it collects the data and creates statistics or a graph from the answers that was received. Surveys are simple to use and beneficial when wanting to create a questionnaire because it is easy to use when you want, and a lot of people can answer the survey quickly and easily. Survey Methods (2011) suggests that surveys are beneficial because they do not cost anything to create, data that can be collected which is easy to use and read, and it can allow anyone to answer the questionnaire if they want to, it allows for large or small amounts of people to answer the questionnaire. It also allows people to respond anonymously if they prefer which is beneficial when someone wants to take part in a survey without being known. These advantages of surveys show that using surveys for questionnaires are easy to use and beneficial for everyone.

Task 5 – Draft research questions
1) Age?
2) What area do you live in?
3) Gender?
4) Do you know anyone with ACES, if so, have they committed crime?
5) Have you had any adverse childhood experiences when you were a child? If so, tick the boxes underneath of which ones you experienced and comment in the empty space below to expand on these (Optional)
	Tick what applies (Optional)

	Physical abuse
	

	Sexual abuse
	

	Emotional abuse
	

	Living with someone who abused drugs
	

	Living with someone who abused alcohol
	

	Exposure to domestic violence
	

	Living with someone who has gone/is in prison
	

	Living with someone with serious mental illness
	

	Losing a parent through divorce, death or abandonment
	

	Are there any notes you would like to add? (Optional) – 





6) What ACES are you aware of?
7) If you know people with ACES, what ACES are they?
8) What age do you think is most common where children experience ACES?
9) What do you think the most common ACES are?
10) Do you know what adverse childhood experiences (ACES) are?
11) Do you think that bad childhood experiences, also known as adverse childhood experiences, affect children’s behaviour and turn them to crime?

Task 6 – Evaluation of the chosen data analysis method
Microsoft forms will look at the answers in many ways such as graphs, tables or just separately. It will help analyse the data and summarise them. It will also help in showing how many people have completed it and how many are female, male, in a specific age group and more. It also shows the quantitative data because it collects, counts and measures the data and it shows the qualitative data because it helps collect peoples’ perspectives on the topic from the questionnaire and put them all together. Questionnaires are good for research because they are able to collect large amounts of data from a large amount of people in a fast, efficient and inexpensive way (Cint, 2022). They are also good because they are able to collect data such as other peoples’ opinions, perspectives and knowledge.
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