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MODULE OVERVIEW
AHHI6012 is a cultural history module which contemplates some of the ways that the city is paradigmatic and constitutive of modernity. The module explores how life in the modern metropolis has been experienced, represented and imagined by writers, artists, musicians, filmmakers, photographers and ordinary urban citizens alike. It is structured both thematically and chronologically. Across the ten weeks, we will examine case studies that exemplify important themes within urban studies (e.g. the flowering of modernity [Paris], colonialism [Algiers], postmodernity [Los Angeles]), whilst the module as a whole proceeds along a chronology spanning the 1851 Great Exhibition through to the twenty-first century and contemporary issues affecting cities across the world (e.g. deindustrialisation in Detroit versus the consequences of exponential expansion in Istanbul). In the process, it is hoped that studen ts will develop a sophisticated appreciation of the history of the eight cities discussed on the module – but also be able to apply themes, concepts and ideas from the module to others not formally incorporated on the syllabus.
	The module focuses in particular on literary and visual representations of the city, as well as how different institutions and spatial configurations (museums, the cinema, international expositions among others) can be considered characteristic – even microcosmic – versions of urban culture as a whole. The coursework is structured in accordance with these emphases. 
The module reflects upon broadly defined issues of sustainability, with particular reference to economic growth, urban development and associated social, cultural and political problems/tensions. Specifically, the module concentrates on how contemporary cities cope with legacies of post-industrial decline (e.g. Detroit), exponential population growth (e.g. Istanbul) and natural resources (e.g. the Los Angeles drought). It encourages students to think about issues such as overcrowding; environmental change; income disparity; community displacement; access to housing and diminishing resources; reuse of derelict buildings and spaces; preservation of cultural and historic heritages.
	The module is interdisciplinary: it may interest students with backgrounds in cultural studies, literature, film/media studies, sociology and anthropology.
Note: A week-by-week module schedule is outlined on pages 8–12 of this document.

LECTURES, READING AND PREPARATION
The module has ten teaching weeks, with a three-hour lecture slot each week. The three hours will be divided to include both: a) a formal lecture format in which the module convenor introduces important information about each week’s theme (i.e. the particular city which is assigned on a given week); b) discussion sessions geared more towards student involvement, in which students’ analyse, interpret and discuss source materials in epth. With this in mind, it is essential that students complete the readings and other tasks which are assigned for each week of the module. Such readings and preparation generally consists of relevant scholarship and/or literary and visual representations of particular cities. 
Readings and other preparation tasks are made available via Moodle. However, students may find that some are also available in hard copy via the UWTSD Library. It is also hoped that individual weeks’ topics will pique students’ interest in the cities discussed. To this end, a city-by-city introductory bibliography is included at the end of this document (page 11 onwards).

MODULE AIMS
· To familiarise students with key events and phenomena that have shaped both the physical form of cities and how they are culturally perceived, from the Victorian period through to the present day; 
· To familiarise students with key themes, concepts and ideas within the history of cities and in urban studies;
· To familiarise students with theories of modernity and postmodernity;
· To familiarise students with representations of cities in wide range of media and source type;
· To equip students with knowledge and critical faculties that enables them to successfully analyse and interpret literary and visual representations of cities;
· To equip students with knowledge and critical faculties that enables them to successfully analyse and interpret different urban institutions and spatial phenomena.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon completion of the module, it is hoped students will:
· Have a detailed knowledge and appreciation of history of cities and their cultural representation;
· Have an understanding of critical theories and concepts associated with of history of cities and their cultural representation;
· Be able to think critically, analytically and creatively about the history of cities and their cultural representation;
· Be able to interpret a variety of source types and institutions associated with the modern city;
· Be able to transmit their understanding and knowledge of cities orally in class and textually form in written coursework;
· Be able to apply the various ideas, concepts and ideas explored on the module to analysis of cities besides those formally incorporated on the module syllabus.



ASSESSMENT
Assessment for the module has two components, and consists of three written pieces of work. Students will compile a portfolio comprising of two 1500-word critical analyses of textual and visual representations of cities, in addition to writing a 3000-word essay on a particular urban institution/space. These two components are designed to reflect the module aims and learning outcomes specified above, and are weighted equally at 50% of student’s module grade. Precise details are outlined below.

Assessment #1: Critical analysis portfolio (2x1500 words) – 50% of module grade
Critical analysis portfolio submission 1 due Friday March 9, 11.59pm
Critical analysis portfolio submission 2 due Friday April 6, 11.59pm
This assessment component asks students to consider how the city has been imagined and depicted in different types of representation. The assessment consists of two written analyses of different representations of cities. Students are asked to analyse two from the following:

· A literary source (e.g. a novel, a play, journalism, a memoir or poem[s])
· A visual source (e.g. a painting, map, photograph[s] or a film)
· A musical source (e.g. a pop song/album, film score or classical composition).

The particular sources are of students’ own choosing – although they should relate roughly to the chronology of the modern period which is covered on the module (c. 1851–present). Students’ choices are not, though, necessarily restricted to materials included on the module syllabus. The aim of this stipulation is to allow students to demonstrate their understandings of specific aspects of the module syllabus, but to also encourage them to apply this knowledge to different contexts.
The two analyses should include analysis of a representation of at least ONE city explicitly covered on the AHHI6012 syllabus (London, Paris, Shanghai, Algiers, Los Angeles, Detroit, Istanbul, Berlin). However, students need not to write both critical analyses on cities covered on the module, and can opt to write one of their analyses on a source relating to a city not formally incorporated into the module syllabus. The latter allows students to engage with the module’s overarching themes, while also pursuing their own individual interests.
Each analysis comprises 50% of students’ grades for this aspect of the module. Students may complete their analyses in whichever order they please.



Q. Select a city and critically analyse how it is represented in a particular literary/visual/musical source. In the process, answer the following questions:

· Does the source depict the city in a positive or negative fashion?
· Is the source an effective or ineffective representation of the city, and why? 

Answer with reference to relevant scholarship. You may also wish to consider how your selected example compares and contrasts with representations of other cities encountered on the AHHI6012 syllabus.

Assessment #2: Essay (3000 words) – 50% of module grade
Due Friday May 18, 11.59pm
This assessment component encourages a more expansive investigation of modern cities than that employed in the critical analyses. It is geared more towards the lived experience of cities as opposed their cultural representation. Questions ask students to consider the spatial dynamics of cities, and how they have been theorised by scholars. Students can choose to write on buildings/spaces/institutions either generally or in relation to particular cities. These can include buildings/spaces/institutions/cities included on the module syllabus or ones of students’ own choosing.

Questions. Answer one of the following:
Q 1. Below is a list of types of buildings/spaces/institutions which are characteristic of modern cities. Select one type of building/space/institution and analyse its relationship to the wider city:
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Shopping arcades
Department stores
Museums/art galleries
Cinemas
Railway stations
International Expositions/World’s Fairs
Zoos
Sports arenas
Cemeteries
Skyscrapers
Factories
Parks
Hotels
Town halls/civic buildings
Public squares
Memorials/statues
A particular street/road



In the process, answer the following questions with reference to specific examples and relevant scholarship:
· What makes your chosen building/space/institution characteristic of the modern city? What insights does your chosen building/space/institution provide about the history, culture and/or contemporary status of cities? 

Q 2.  Select a building, space or institution located in a particular city (e.g. the Bonaventure Hotel, Los Angeles; Taksim Square, Istanbul; the British Museum, London; Central Park, New York), and discuss its relationship to the wider cityscape. In the process, answer the following questions with reference to relevant scholarship:
· What insights does your chosen building/space/institution provide about the city in which it is located? What makes it characteristic of the city’s history, culture and/or contemporary status? 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Coursework will be graded in accordance with the criteria adopted by the Faculty of Humanities and Performing Arts. These are spelled out below.
	Inclusion of source/primary material (S)
	The work makes reference to a range source/primary materials relevant to the piece of work.

	Inclusion of modern scholarship (MS)
	The work demonstrates awareness of appropriate scholarly developments over time and inclusion of up to date material, and takes into account interdisciplinary, theoretical or methodological concerns.

	Critical Engagement with source/primary material (CE1)
	The work demonstrates critical in-depth discussion of a range of relevant sources and material; is fully aware of the nature of the evidence available; takes into account the original text/objects, where appropriate critically discusses scholarship on the relevant primary material(s).

	Critical Engagement with Scholarship (CE2)
	The work demonstrates a consistently critical attitude to scholarship; provides an engaged and informed discussion of relevant debates and schools of thought; demonstrates clear and relevant engagement with theoretical approaches and models; provides (a) statement(s) of own position in relation to scholarship.

	Argument (Argue)
	The work presents a clear and coherent argument/inquiry that is developed on the basis of critical examination of the evidence and that takes into account modern scholarship.

	Structure (Struc)
	The work has a clear, coherent and appropriate structure which contextualises, supports and demonstrates its argument

	Relevance (Rel)
	The work clearly and specifically relates throughout to the question attempted or the title of the work, and there are no unjustified digressions and no inclusion of irrelevant or tangential material.

	Analytical Approach (AA)
	The work has a well thought out and justified analytical approach consistently applied throughout, taking into account the relevant scholarly approaches and evidence. The whole of the work represents an in depth evaluation of the issues and material under discussion.

	Referencing (Ref)
	There is inclusion of consistent referencing at all relevant points throughout the work. The use of footnotes is supported by automatic footnotes in Microsoft Word (or relevant word processing program).

	Readability, Coherence, and Written Style (RCWS)
	The work achieves excellent clarity allowing the reader to focus on content; achieves stylistic excellence; there are no proof reading errors; achieves a tone appropriate for the type of communication.

	Adherence to guidelines (AG)
	The work adheres to: the subject referencing guidelines; the word limit and publication of word count; the individual module guidance on spacing e.g. margin font type spacing.



The below gives an impressionistic guide of how grades are apportioned at Level 6.
	Level 6 Marking Criteria (Essay/Essay Based Exam)

	
	1-29
	30-39
	40-49
	50-59
	60-69
	70-79
	80+

	Inclusion of source/primary material (S)
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent
	Outstanding
	Outstanding

	Inclusion of modern scholarship (MS)
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent
	Outstanding
	Outstanding

	Critical Engagement with source/primary material (CE1)
	Effort At
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Very Good

	Critical Engagement with Scholarship (CE2)
	Effort At
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Very Good

	Argument (Argue)
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent

	Structure (Struc)
	Effort At
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Very Good

	Relevance (Rel)
	Effort At
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Very Good

	Analytical Approach (AA)
	
	Effort At
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Good

	Referencing (Ref)
	Effort At
	Very Limited
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Excellent
	Very Good

	Readability, Coherence, and Written Style (RCWS)
	Limited
	Some
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent
	Outstanding

	Adherence to guidelines (AG)
	Limited
	Adequate
	Good
	Very Good
	Excellent
	Outstanding
	Outstanding



For the return of work students will also see a grading rubric from TurnItIn. This provides generic feedback, but does not give a mathematically calculated result based on the sum of individual components, but is used holistically to help determine the mark. As such categories are defined on an F-A+ scale to help give guidance in determining a numerical mark.



WEEK-BY-WEEK GUIDE 
Thematic lecture schedule
PART ONE: CAPITALS OF MODERNITY
London: City of Darkness and Light
Paris: Capital of the 19th Century
PART TWO: ‘COLONIAL’ MODERNITIES
Shanghai: Paris of the East
Algiers: Colonial City
PART THREE: SOUNDS AND VISIONS OF THE 20TH-CENTURY CITY
Berlin: Cold War City
Los Angeles: Postmodern City
PART FOUR: THE 21ST-CENTURY CITY AND ITS DISCONTENTS
Detroit: City in Ruins
Istanbul: Melancholy City

Weekly lecture schedule:
WEEK 1
London: City of Darkness and Light
Hour 1: Imagining ‘the City’
Hour 2: London 1851 – The Crystal Palace
Hour 3: Engels and the ‘Other’ Victorian City

WEEK 2
London: City of Darkness and Light
Hour 1: ‘The Man of the Crowd’
Paris: Capital of the 19th Century
Hour 2: Paris as the Capital of Modernity
Hour 3: Hausmann and the Reshaping of a Revolutionary City

WEEK 3
Paris: Capital of the 19th Century
Hour 1–11½ Painters of Modern Life
Hour 1½–2: Photographing the Metropole and the Frontier
Shanghai: Paris of the East
Hour 3: Shanghai Today, Shanghai Then

WEEK 4
Shanghai: Paris of the East
Hour 1: Modernity Shanghai
Hours 2–3: Mapping Modernity Shanghai

WEEK 5: READING WEEK

WEEK 6
Algiers: Colonial City
Hour 1: Colonising Algiers
Hour 2: Colonial Algiers
Hour 3: Decolonising Algiers

WEEK 7
Algiers: Colonial City
Hour 1: Camus’s Algiers/Fanon’s Algiers
Berlin: Cold War City
Hour 2: Berlin up to World War Two
Hour 3: Divided City

WEEK 8
Berlin: Cold War City
Hour 1–1½: Bowie’s Berlin 
Los Angeles: Postmodern City
Hour 1½–3: Picturing LA

WEEK 9
Los Angeles: Postmodern City
Hour 1–1½: Deconstructing the Postmodern City
Detroit: City in Ruins
Hour 1½:–3: Death and Life of an American City

WEEK 10
Detroit: City in Ruins
Hour 1–1½: Ruins, Rightsizing, Renewal? 
Istanbul: Melancholy City
Hour 1½:–3: City of Emperors and Sick Men

WEEK 11
Istanbul: Melancholy City
Hour 1: Republican Istanbul
Hour 2: Pamuk’s Istanbul
Hour 3: Shafak’s Istanbul + Final thoughts

Weekly reading schedule
General Reading: Key Ideas, Theories and Approaches
On the Moodle page, students will find a space entitled ‘General Reading: Key Ideas, Theories and Approaches.’ This contains readings that are relevant to the module as a whole, and which offer key insights into its themes and approach, plus some key theories and thinkers within the broad field of urban studies. It is recommended that students familiarise themselves with some (if not all) of these texts over the duration of the module. Indeed, reading them in advance of Week might 1 act as good preparation for the module. The folder may be updated periodically.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students may also find Raymond Williams’ documentary film on The Country and the City (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XCjBTloxcA) illuminating as a scene-setter for the module: it examines British urban history up to-and-including the module’s chronological coverage (1851 onwards)

Week 1 (February 1 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation: 
· Friedrich Engels, ‘The Great Towns,’ The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844, with a Preface written in 1892 (Online Project Gutenberg edition [1892]), pp. 17–22. 
· Great Exhibition primary sources
Background reading:
· Ben Highmore, ‘Street Scenes: Circulation, Crowds and Modernizing London,’ Cityscapes: Cultural Readings in the Material and Symbolic City (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), pp. 26–44.
· Raymond Williams, ‘Change in the City,’ ‘People of the City,’ ‘Cities of Darkness and Light,’ The Country and the City (Hogarth Press: London, 1994 [1973]), pp. 1–8, 142–164, 215–232.

Week 2 (February 8 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation:
· Edgar Allan Poe, ‘The Man of the Crowd’ (1840). 
· John Thomson, Street Life in London images and captions: http://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/collections/streetlifeinlondon.
Background reading:
· Walter Benjamin, ‘Paris, Capital of the Nineteenth Century’ (1939 version) in Benjamin, The Arcades Project, translated and edited by Howard Eiland and Kevin McLaughlin (Harvard: Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1999), pp.14–26.

Week 3 (February 15 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation: 
· Charles Baudelaire, Sections I–IV and IX–XIII from ‘The Painter of Modern Life’ in Baudelaire, The Painter of Modern Life and Other Essays, edited  by Jonathan Mayne (Phaidon: London, 1995 [1863]), pp. 1–15, 27–40 
· Charles Baudelaire, selections from Paris Spleen and The Flowers of Evil
· Constantin Guys paintings
Background reading:
· David Frisby, ‘The City Observed: The Flâneur in Social Theory,’ Cityscapes of Modernity: Critical Explorations (Malden, Massachusetts: Polity Press, 2001), pp. 27–51.
· Ben Highmore, ‘City of Attractions: Commodities, Shopping and Consumer Choreography,’ Cityscapes: Cultural Readings in the Material and Symbolic City (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), pp. 45–69.

Week 4 (February 22 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation: 
· Eileen Chang, ‘A Chronicle of Changing Clothes’ (first published 1943), Positions: East Asia Critique, Vol. 11 No. 2 (Fall 2003), pp. 427–441.
· Leo Ou-fan Lee, ‘Shanghai Modern: Reflections on Urban Culture in China in the 1930s,’ Public Culture: Bulletin of the Project for Transnational Cultural Studies, Vol. 11, No. 1 (January 1999), pp. 76–107.
Background reading:
· Paul Pickowicz, Kuiyi Shen and Yingjin Zhang, ‘Liangyou, Popular Print Media and Visual Culture in Republican Shanghai,’ in Pickowicz, Shen and Zhang eds. Liangyou: Kaleidoscopic Modernity and the Shanghai Global Metropolis, 1926–1945 (Leiden: Brill, 2013), pp. 1–13.

Week 5 (No lecture March 1)
Reading Week

Week 6 (March 8 lecture)
Background reading – No required reading this week, but one extra piece for Week 8 instead
· Ben Highmore, ‘Colonial Spacing: Control and Conflict in the Colonial and Neocolonial City,’ Cityspcapes (Basingtoke, Hampshire: Palgrave MacMillan, 2005), pp. 70–91.

Note: Critical analysis portfolio submission 1 due Friday March 9, 11.59pm
Week 7 (March 15 lecture)
· Albert Camus, ‘Summer in Algiers’ (1936), ‘Algeria’ (1958). Note: ‘Summer in Algiers’ is pp. 87–95 in the file entitled “Camus, Myth Of Sisyphus and Other Essays” on Moodle.
· Frantz Fanon, ‘Algeria Unveiled,’ in Fanon, A Dying Colonialism (Harmondsworth, Middlesex: Penguin, 1970 [1959]), pp. 35–68. For the entire book see library, or follow this link: http://abahlali.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Frantz-Fanon-A-Dying-Colonialism.pdf.
· Andrew Henderson, ‘Mapping Divided Berlin: The Politics of Under- and Over-Representation,’ The Yale Review of International Studies, Vol. 3, No. 2 (Spring 2013), pp. 17–25. Note file contains extra pages. Colour version available here: http://yris.yira.org/essays/954#_edn51.

Week 8 (March 22 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation: 
· Songs from David Bowie’s ‘Berlin period’ 
Background reading:
· Rory MacLean, ‘David Bowie and “Heroes,”’ Berlin: Imagine a City (London: Wiedenfeld & Nicholson, 2014), pp. 331–347.

Week 9 (March 29 lecture)
· Jean Baudrillard, ‘Hyperreal and Imaginary,’ Jean Baudrillard: Selected Writings, ed. Mark Poster (Stanford University: Stanford, California, 1988 [originally published in French 1981]), pp. 171–172.
· Baudrillard, extracts on Los Angeles, America, translated by Chris Turner (Verso: London, 1988 [French 1986]), pp. 51–63. 
· Fredric Jameson, extracts on the Bonaventure Hotel, Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism (London: Verso, 1991 [essay version first published 1984]), pp. 38–44.
· Open University, Los Angeles: City of the Future (1991). 50 mins long, available in five parts: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9F7DD3D8620B901D
Background reading:
· Edward Soja, ‘It All Comes Together in Los Angeles,’ ‘Taking Los Angeles Apart: Towards a Postmodern Geography,’ Postmodern Geographies: The Reassertion of Space in Critical Social Theory (London: Verso, 1989). 

Easter break March 30–April 20
Note: Critical analysis portfolio submission 2 due Friday April 6, 11.59pm

Week 10 (April 26 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation:
· Ben Austen, ‘The Post-Post-Apocalyptic Detroit,’ The New York Times Magazine, July 13 2014 (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/13/magazine/the-post-post-apocalyptic-detroit.html; accessed January 8 2016).
· John Patrick Leary, ‘Detroitism,’ Guernica: A Magazine of Art and Politics, January 15 2011 (https://www.guernicamag.com/features/leary_1_15_11/; accessed January 8 2016).
· Yves Marchand and Romain Meffre, Ruins of Detroit, http://www.marchandmeffre.com/detroit.

Week 11 (May 4 lecture)
Required reading and other preparation:
· ‘Orhan Pamuk's Museum of Innocence – In Pictures,’ The Guardian, April 27 2012 (https://www.theguardian.com/books/gallery/2012/apr/27/orhan-pamuk-museum-innocence-pictures; accessed April 27 2017). A copy is available on Moodle, but follow the link for higher-resolution images.
· Orhan Pamuk, Istanbul (Faber and Faber: London, 2006 [2005; Turkish 2003]), translated by Maureen Freely, pp. 1–16.
· Pamuk, ‘When the Bosphorus Dries Up,’ The Black Book (Faber and Faber: London, 2006 [Turkish 1990]) translated by Maureen Freely, pp. 16–20.
· Elif Shafak, ‘Dawn in Istanbul,’ The Guide Istanbul, November/December 2005; republished January/February 2015 (http://www.theguideistanbul.com/article/elif-shafaks-dawn-istanbul; accessed April 27 2017).
· Shafak, Review of Bettany Hughes Istanbul: A Tale of Three Cities, The Spectator, February 11 2017 (https://www.spectator.co.uk/2017/02/there-is-no-one-istanbul-but-a-series-of-competing-clashing-coexisting-cities/#; accessed April 27 2017)
· Shafak, ‘Istanbul, City of Dreams and Nightmares’ – interview with Orhan Pamuk, The Guardian, January 26 2016 (https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2016/jan/27/orhan-pamuk-museum-of-innocence-istanbul-turkey-somerset-house-london-elif-safak-interview; accessed April 27 2017).

Note: Essay due Friday May 18, 11.59pm
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Akçam, Taner. The Young Turks’ Crime against Humanity: The Armenian genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in the Ottoman Empire (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2012).
Çelik, Zeynep. The Remaking of Istanbul Portrait of an Ottoman City in the Nineteenth Century (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986). Out of print; available via University of California Press: http://www.ucpress.edu/op.php?isbn=9780520082397. 
Deringil, Selim. The Well-Protected Domains: Ideology and the Legitimation of Power in the Ottoman Empire, 1876–1909 (London: IB Tauris, 1998).
Findley, Carter V. Bureaucratic Reform in the Ottoman Empire: The Sublime Porte, 1789–1922 (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1980).
Finkel, Caroline. Osman’s Dream: The Story of the Ottoman Empire 1300–1923 (London: John Murray, 2006).
Gingeras, Ryan. Sorrowful Shores: Violence, Ethnicity and the End of the Ottoman Empire, 1912–1923 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009).
Göçek, Fatma Muge. Rise of the Bourgeoisie, Demise of Empire: Ottoman Westernization and Social Change (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996).
Güler, Ara and Orhan Pamuk. Ara Güler’s Istanbul (London: Thames and Hudson, 2009).
Gül, Murat, and Trevor Howells. Istanbul Architecture (Sydney: Watermark Press, 2014).
Lewis, Bernard. Istanbul and the Civilization of the Ottoman Empire (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963).
Mango, Andrew. Atatürk (London: John Murray, 1999).
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