Object Itinerary

Object itinerary is an approach that rejects the anthropomorphism of object biography.
If focuses on the flow of objects through space and time.
Recognises that objects have multiple meanings (lives) depending upon specific moments of their existence (time and space)
Object itinerary allows us to think about the reception of ancient objects in the present as part of their life history and how this might change once it is in a museum environment for example. This allows us to rethink the disjuncture in an object’s existence between past and rpesent.
Two key approaches have influenced development of object itinerary:
· ANT: the idea of objects and people being related as nodes in networks
· New materialisms and the inevitable flux and flow of matter


Consider the how we might engage with the following objects through the lens of object itinerary:




[image: London's Horniman Museum to return looted artefacts to Nigeria] 
Bronze pendant looted from Benin by British soldiers in 1897: from London’s Homiman Museum and an object to be returned to Nigeria.
[image: ]
Mycenaean ivory plaque (13th century BC) from the Artemision sanctuary on Delos (8th-7th century BC)
[image: ]
Amenhotep III lion hunt scarab (14th century BC) found in Cypriot Iron Age tomb of 11th century BC.

[image: Elgin Marbles - Wikipedia]
“Elgin marbles”, acquired by British Museum in early 19th century

[image: Realms Of Gold The Novel: Priam's Treasure]
“Priam’s treasure”, excavated by Schliemann in 1870s, taken to Berlin, now in Russia

[image: Ancient whare carvings in UK to be returned - Waatea News: Māori Radio  Station]
Traditional Māori whare, Hinemihi. Taken to Clandon Park by the late Govenor General Lord Onslow in 1892. Now to be returned to New Zealand and replaced by a new whare whakairo, a carved house.
[image: V&A · The Conservation Of Marie Antoinette's Chair]
Chair made for Marie Antoinette (housed in the V&A since 1956). The rest of the suite is in various locations (MET, Louvre etc).



[image: Trench Art]
Trench art on display in Kansas Museum
image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.tiff




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




