Assignment Advice SJYW5007 

Level 5: Assessment Component 2 – 60% 

Coursework: Reflective case study of a small scale participatory research project carried out with young people (3000 words)

Exemplar: Present a reflective case study that outlines the design and delivery of a small scale participatory research exercise with young people, on a subject that is relevant to them. Critically reflect on your role in the process and your ethical considerations. 



1. Keep it simple 

2. Relate it to your practice 

a. Think about what you are doing in your placement, from your observations or discussions with Young people / a young person what issues could you look at? 
i. E.g. it could be as simple as finding out why young people don’t go to their local youth club? 
ii. Or : Why do not more Young People want to participate in organised sport classes? 
Discuss with your line managers is there anything that you could explore that they have discussed with young people to help you. 
iii. A good place to start would be to talk to young people what is of importance to them? and see if interested in helping you? 

3. I am more interested in the process of engagement with participatory research rather than the necessary outcome. You may not end up with a perfect piece of research, that’s ok, but you should be able to outline why this is the case giving a good argument (see section on strengths and weaknesses below).  Your project may not necessarily be an “ideal participatory project that involves young people from start to finish”  , however you need to identify  how you have engaged or attempted to engaged young people along the way. : A quote from West 1999, In Banks. S. Ethical issues in Youth Work ch11 “young People as Researchers: Ethical issues in Participatory Research”  is helpful to put the above in to context:
“Key elements linking youthwork and participatory research are the process itself, an aspect of informal education and learning: the notion of ‘starting where young people are’ (beginning from their perspective), and the value of empowerment.”…(p.185) 



Suggested Structure 

1. Title/ Question issue to explore: 
· keep it simple and manageable
· relates to your current practice 

2. Introduction / Background Information
· contextual information, why, where, who 
· include all background information.
· How a participatory approach links with your youth work practice (some theory on this ) 
· You could draw on the theory of youth work: principles and values , relate to NOS , and also reference the resources provided on participatory research how do they link see West’s chapter in Ethical Issues in Youth Work as noted above. 
· You could also link this with your current workplace / practice organisations objectives. If you feel the work you are carrying out with young people is not necessarily  in line with the principles and values  you can explore this here and discuss some of the barriers of engaging in this type of research, demonstrating critical discussion.  I would suggest you also need to reflect on your own values here too ! 

3. Aims and Objectives 
· overall aim : what is your main focus? 
· Objectives: Have you some questions to explore (2-3 should be sufficient).  

3. Methods Used 

· What methods of data collection have you/ YP  used ( interviews / focus groups? more creative activities?). Outline them, provide evidence in your appendices (e.g Photos of activities, a questionnaire schedule). 


4. Ethical Issues 
· Outline any ethical issues you / YP have had to consider, make reference to ethical guidelines, organisations, youth work, Community Participatory Ethical Guidelines,  BERA. YOU MUST INCLUDE IN YOUR APPENDICES A COPY OF YOUR UNVERSITY  ETHICAL APPROVAL FORM You may need also to include a consent form in your appendices as evidence. 

5. Strengths and Weaknesses of the approach 
· what if any are the limitations of  your project, was it truly participatory in nature? if not what where the barriers to achieving this? What would you do next time? Have you not the end what would be the next steps? 


6. Methods of analyses 
· how did  you / YP analyse the data 

7. Reporting, Feedback and Dissemination
· How was the information reported? if at all? 
· What are the results
· What impact will they have on young people? 
· Who else will see the research? 


8. Reflection on the process:  Reflect on the experience of carrying this out? What did you learn if anything? Would you this approach again in your practice?.....
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