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1. Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]This report highlights and discusses five major UK political parties’ environmental policies represented by students of BSc Environmental Conservation at The University of Wales Trinity St David, with the notable exception being the Brexit Party. Due to the environmental awareness that has been growing in recent years every political party has devoted more focus than ever before on what stands to become the UK’s first ‘climate election’. Thanks to increased pressure from activists such as Greta Thunberg and groups such as Extinction Rebellion, environmental policies are at the forefront of the political spectrum for the first time. This has led to a catalogue of new policies being discussed all across the political spectrum all the way from The Green Party’s’ new green deal, which aims to transform all aspects of society to be more environmentally conscious through to The Conservatives more moderate aim to become carbon neutral by 2050. 

The conservative party also known as the “Tories” are the main political party in the UK since 2010, holding the overall majority in the House of Commons with 365 Members of Parliament.
Boris Johnson is the leader of the Conservative Party and is the UK’s current Prime Minister.

The Conservative Manifesto.
· Extra funding for the NHS, with 50,000 more nurses and 50 million more GP surgery appointments a year​
· 20,000 more police and tougher sentencing for criminals. ​“ The number of police officers in England and Wales fell by 20,600 between March 2010 and March 2019, down to 123,200 officers (126,300 including those from the British Transport Police and those on secondment). (Full Fact, 19)
· An Australian-style points-based system to control immigration. ​
· Millions more invested every week in science, schools, apprenticeships and infrastructure while controlling debt. ​
· Reaching Net Zero by 2050 with investment in clean energy solutions and green infrastructure to reduce carbon emissions and pollution. ​

This section of the report will focus on the Environmental and Conservation side of the Conservative’s Manifesto. This is what the Tories promised;
Creating more habitat for wildlife​.
The environment secretary, Michael Gove promised to plant 11 million trees. Experts say that this is critical that the right tree species are chosen to maximise benefits to wildlife and capturing carbon. ​
Changing local planning rules to boost biodiversity​.
Today, when a developer wants to build a new housing estate or supermarket, the local authorities must ensure there is a net benefit to biodiversity on occasions. However, under the conservative government, it will now be mandatory.
Controlling trade in hunting trophies​.
​	Boris has said in a recent article dated 29/09/2019 that they are going to consult on restricting even further the importing and exporting of hunting trophies to and from the UK. They will bring about the toughest trophy-hunting rules in the world. ​
A proposal for putting forward a ban on exotic furs and rugs. Many of these are the result of trophy-hunting, and a ban will further protect animal rights in the UK and across the world which will help biodiversity and the ecosystems. ​
Zac Goldsmith, the Minister of International Wildlife, has campaigned heavily on this issue and described trophy-hunting as “morally indefensible”. He is delighted to be able to start putting controls in place over hunting trophies. ​
Boris wishes to introduce the “Australian” point system when people emigrate to this country. ​
Many people may think this is good to introduce as the government can then focus on increasing wages in our country. Welcoming high-skilled workers who won’t require public assistance, encourages the UK’s economy. However, former prime minister Theresa May warned Boris Johnson that an Australian-style points-based system could be open to “abuse” and would not control numbers.
In a recent article published by The Guardian the Conservatives said they would set aside £640m for a Nature for Climate fund, suggesting some of the money would go to rewilding. ​​
​Is the climate crisis the biggest issue the UK faces? ​
The conservatives alleged that it is one of the biggest issues facing the world. Thanks to the efforts of successive governments, the UK has cut carbon emissions by more than any similar developed country. Conservatives have already doubled the support for developing nations to tackle climate change. ​

Will the government use public money to implement a national energy efficiency programme?
An investment of £6.3bn to improve the efficiency of 2.2 million disadvantaged homes has been proposed. Which will reduce energy bills by as much as £750 a year. Also to spend £2.9bn levelling up the energy efficiency of schools and hospitals.
Boris promised to reach a Net Zero by 2050 with investment in clean energy solutions and green infrastructure to reduce carbon emissions and pollution. ​
However according to the Independent on Thursday 28th November 2019 The Conservative party are ranked last but one with a poor score of 7/20.
Conclusions
As a whole, all of the main political parties in the UK had extraordinarily environmentally conscious manifestos, especially in comparison to previous elections, with both Labour and the Green Party proposing a Green New Deal (which Caroline Lucas, now Green leader helped formulate in 2007), a massive social, environmental and economic shift (Pettifor, 2019). The Liberal Democrats had a number of environmental policies too, but didn’t sign up to a Green New Deal, whereas the Conservative Party had a more limited number of environmental policies, their focus instead being more economic, while Plaid Cymru has been praised for impressive schemes like a zero waste Wales by 2030, despite shortcomings in tackling agricultural impacts on the environment. 
All of the parties’ manifestos promised to increase the numbers of trees planted to aid carbon sequestration but again Plaid Cymru’s numbers were significantly beneath that of the English parties, thanks to their focus on a green industrial revolution, although their promise of 2000 hectares planted per year from 2020 aligns with recommendations from the UK Climate Change Committee (Confor, 2019). Similarly, all the parties support carbon neutrality, with the Conservatives aiming for net zero by 2050, 2045 for Liberal Democrats, 2030 for the Greens and Plaid Cymru, while Labour promised for the bulk of carbon to be neutral by 2030, but no comment on true net zero and furthermore, none of the parties actively supported fracking in their manifestos in 2019 (Timms, 2019). Overall, the Conservatives opted to give themselves longer time targets, and fewer named obligations, making their manifesto relatively easy to act on, while the other parties all have strong environmental policies, which while more challenging to achieve, could show real change in a lifetime if acted upon, according to an assessment by Friends of the Earth (Timms, 2019). Interesting to note is the increased youth votes for Labour, whose manifesto had the most environmental points of all the parties in this journal, with 56% of the vote among 18-24 year olds, an increasingly environmental generation, although the conservatives ended up winning the most seats to form a government (McDonnell and Curtis, 2019)
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