Christine Shields (2110921) Assessment Three Footnote Exercise for History and Historians (HPHI7009), The Chronicon Anglicanum; the last three pages of the text including explanatory notes for the title itself.
 


Chronicon Anglicanum[footnoteRef:1] by Ralph Coggeshall.[footnoteRef:2] In the year of grace[footnoteRef:3] 1217[footnoteRef:4] Louis[footnoteRef:5] sailed from England to get more help[footnoteRef:6]; and So with the king fleeing so cravenly at their sight, Louis advanced boldly with his army, and first they received the surrender of the city of Canterbury[footnoteRef:7] with the castle ; and afterwards all the other castles of Kent, the heavily fortified Dover being the only exception. Then he came to London, and was honourably received by the nobility and citizens, and they all equally swore fealty and homage to him. Then, having captured certain castles, he hurried off to capture King John,[footnoteRef:8] whom he had heard had erected the dragon battle-standard[footnoteRef:9] at Winchester, as if he would engage Louis in battle, if he came. But John, having learnt of his approach furled his dragon and fled, having first set fire to the town in four areas;  but even more swiftly the citizens put out the fire and went out with pleasure to meet Louis as he arrived, and having handed over the city to him, they swore him fealty. Then he laid siege to the castle of the city and forced it to surrender. Almost all the earls and barons of the kingdom came to him there, who had previously supported John. Also the earl of Salisbury went over with his castle to Louis; only a few then still firmly adhered to John. [1:  The Chronicon Anglicanum is a chronicle by Ralph of Coggeshall. There exists an entry in the chronicle]  [2: that certainly seems to attest to Ralph bring the author of some if not all of the document:]  [3: “Thomas fifth abbot of Coggeshall died and was succeeded by Ralph, a monk of the same house who wrote this chronicle from the taking of the cross in [1187] until the eleventh year (annum undecim) of Henry III, son of King John.” D. A. Carpenter. “Abbot Ralph of Coggeshall’s Account of the Last Years of King Richard and the First Years of King John.” The English Historical Review, vol. 113, no. 454, 1998, pp. 1210–30. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/577404. Accessed 25 Nov. 2022.

 The Chronicon Anglicanum, written in Latin, exists in its earliest manuscript form in the British Library, ‘Chronicon Anglicanum | The British Library’. [n.d.]. <https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/chronicon-anglicanum> [accessed 25 November 2022] Cotton MS Vespasian D X. It recounts, inter alia, the last days and events of King John of England. ‘Ralph.’ [n.d.]. Coggeshall Museum <https://coggeshallmuseum.org/ralph/> [accessed 25 November 2022]. See Ralph of Coggeshall, and D. A. Carpenter. “Abbot Ralph of Coggeshall’s Account of the Last Years of King Richard and the First Years of King John” for the proposition that the Cotton MS Vespasian D X is the earliest manuscript.
     The chronicle is less of a chronicle or continuous narrative than it is a recordation of various conditions around the abbey of natural and agricultural observations interspersed with information about great events of the day which Ralph secured by questioning visitors and in that manner provides invaluable history. W.L. Warren King John, (Hampshire: Yale University Press, 1961) pp 8-9.
     “In his celebrated Historical Association pamphlet King John, J. C. Holt placed the chronicle sources for the monarch's career into three groups: those which were completed before or soon after his accession; those which were completed by the time of his death; and those which were written after his death. The significance of this division was that it showed the progressive deterioration of the King’s reputation. demise. It was to this third group that Holt assigned Ralph, abbot of the Cistercian house of Coggeshall in Essex. Ralph was 'an important and hostile witness', but he did not begin his narrative of the period after I207 'until 1221 or thereabouts” D.A. Carpenter “Abbot Ralph of Coggeshall’s Account of the Last Years of King Richard and the First Years of King John” p.1.
2 Ralph (1226–1305), Abbot of Coggeshall Abbey in Essex NC was abbot in the abbey at Coggeshall which was “a small town in Essex, about ten miles west of Colchester, on the banks of the Blackwater River.” He was author of Chronicon Anglicanum.  Guy N. Hartcher, Coggeshall Abbey: The First Hundred Years, The Journal of Religious History (January 1, 1982). p 125, 132, 133

     A year of grace refers to any calendar year of the Christian era, ‘Definition of YEAR OF GRACE’. [n.d.]. <https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/year+of+grace> [accessed 25 November 2022]]  [4:      Ralph may have been incorrect in his dating as the events he describes in the paragraphs that follow have King John alive and active when indeed he died on the night of 18 October 1216.  Chroniclers in the thirteenth-century may have disagreed as to whether he died on the 17th, 18th, or 19th of October but they all have it occurring in 1216. ‘The Death of King John.’ [n.d.]. <https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2014/10/the-death-of-king-john.html> commentray[accessed 1 December 2022]; See also Stephen Church, King John, (London: Macmillan Publishers Limited, 2015) p. 205.
]  [5:  Louis is the son of Philip II King of France who joins with rebel barons against King John of England. Warren p. 248.]  [6:      The help he sought was in his effort to subdue England to his will at the head of the barons and have himself crowned king. These circumstances, in most succinct explanation of events arose as follows: “In 1216 the fate of the Angevin Empire was hanging in the balance. King John, whose vast inheritance had already been greatly diminished by the conquests of Philip Augustus, was embroiled in an English civil war which threatened his very throne. A group of rebel barons, provoked at what they described as John’s tyrannical rule, had risen against the king and established themselves in London, from where they invited Prince Louis of France, the eldest son of Philip Augustus, to assume the crown. When Louis landed in England on the 21 May 1216 John fled before him; Canterbury opened its gates to his army: Rochester Castle fell after a short siege, and the French prince entered London in triumph on 2nd June.” Alvarez, Sandra. [n.d.]. ‘Dover Castle and the Great Siege of 1216 » De Re Militari’ <https://deremilitari.org/2014/04/dover-castle-and-the-great-siege-of-1216/> [accessed 10 December 2022].]  [7:  Canterbury was particularly important as it was the seat of the premier Archbishopric in England, See Cowdrey, H. E. J., 'The Primacy of Canterbury, Lanfranc: Scholar, Monk, Archbishop, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003) pp. 87-103. In addition, since his death in 1170, Thomas Becket was venerated and the place of his death in Canterbury Cathedral became an extremely important place of pilgrimage for kings, nobles, clerics and commoners. Anne Duggan, Reputations, Thomas Becket, (London: Hodder Education, 2004) pp. 234-236.
]  [8:      John, King of England 1199-1216, son of King Henry II, younger brother of King Richard who has been widely criticized for his loss of his predecessor’s continental possessions, See Danny Danziger & John Gillingham, 1215 The Year of Magna Carta, (London: Simon & Schuster 2003.) p.150 and his character in general. According to the Anonymous of Bethune, “A very bad man was King John: he was cruel toward all men, he was too covetous of beautiful women, he brought much shame on great men of the land by whom he was much hated.” Loengard, Janet S. Magna Carta and the England of King John, (Woodbridge, Boydell Press 2010).  In contrast see Gerald of Wales who thought him immature but capable of outgrowing his childishness Warren p.32. Warren in his biography cites the Close Rolls and the Curia Regis Rolls for the proposition that John was tireless and perspicacious in his attention to the financial and administrative affairs of his kingdom, certainly valued kingly attributes. Warren 100-101. Mathew Paris was concise when discussing John’s death, “'Foul as it is, Hell itself is made fouler by the presence of John” see full discussion at the British Library ‘The Death of King John’. [n.d.]. <https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2014/10/the-death-of-king-john.html> [accessed 7 December 2022]]  [9:  “So far as we can judge, the battle standard of King John, like that of his ancestors, took the form of a dragon rather than of three gold lions. The dragon standard of the kings of Wessex is at least twice referred to by Henry of Huntingdon, writing of events long before 1066, and can almost certainly be identified with the dragon that the Bayeux Tapestry shows at Harold's side during the battle of Hastings” N.P. Brooks and H.E. Walker, 'The Authority and Interpretation of the Bayeux Tapestry', Anglo-Norman Studies, i (1979), 32-3, citing Henry of Huntingdon IV.19 and VI.13, for which see now Henry, Archdeacon of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum, The History of the English People, ed. D. Greenway (Oxford, 1996), 242 ('regis insigne, draconem scilicet aureum'), 358 ('inter draconem et insigne quod vocatur Standard'), cited in Nicholas Vincent, 'Feature of the Month: April 2015 - Leopards, Lions and Dragons: King John's Banners and Battle Flags', The Magna Carta Project.] 


Then when these things had been done, around about the feast of the blessed Mary Magdalene [22 July], he besieged the castle of Dover, and the siege dragged on until the feast of the Blessed Pope Calixtus [14 October]. [footnoteRef:10] Then Hubert de Burgh[footnoteRef:11] and Gerard de Sotengi who were in command in the castle, not being strong enough to sustain any longer the assaults and siege engines of Louis, requested truces from him, so that when they had sent envoys to John they might either get help from him, or hand over his castle to Louis. [10:  Dover and Windsor were the only two castles in John’s control at that time in the summer of 1216.  Dover being a key castle for the defense of England was well fortified. “By 1216 these defences included a keep, as well as an inner and outer bailey with the walls of the latter extending down to the edge of the cliffs overlooking the port” Dover was finally breached but fighting continued until a truce was called. Dan Spencer, The Castle at War on Medieval England and Wales, (Gloucestershire, Amberley Publishing: 2018) p.98.
]  [11:  Hubert de Burgh was a justiciar and one of the “King’s most trusted lieutenants see Spencer at p. 98. but see further discussion in note 23 infra. 
] 


Meanwhile, while the said siege was dragging on, John was marching about the land laying it waste with fire and the sword wherever he could.[footnoteRef:12] Also the count of Nevers,[footnoteRef:13] who had come with Louis, besieged Windsor castle for almost two months with an army of many Englishmen. And when John approached with his army, as if he were going to raise the siege, they prepared to confront him in battle:  having heard of this, he fled from them, and rapidly proceeded to visit castles, which had received truces of surrender from the barons, and took them, hostages having been given, namely in Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex; and while he was travelling through he piled on the burning and destruction everywhere, not even sparing churches. Hearing of this, the barons who were besieging Windsor, all withdrew from the castle, burning their siege engines and moved rapidly to follow the king: he then having heard of this, fled even more quickly. [12:  John’s use of mercenaries in these raids was criticized by the author of the Barnwell Chronicle see Antonia Gransden, Historical Writing in England, c. 500 to c. 1307. ((London: Routledge Publishing, 1976) pp. 343–4.  The pillaging however might have been more an act of strategy and less an act of malicious terror.  As crops burned John’s enemies would be drawn away from battle to protect their food supply. Catherine Hanley, Two Houses, Two Kingdoms, A History of France and England 1100-1300, (New Haven and London, Yale University Press, 2022) p.232.  Roger of Wendover who was an eyewitness to John’s ravaging saw it more in stark terms of good and evil, “These limbs of the devil covered the whole country like locusts.  Sword in hand they ransacked towns, houses, cemeteries, churches, robbing everyone, sparing neither women nor children” Danziger and Gillingham pp 257-258.  Still, was this John’s ire or his latitude with the thievery of the mercenaries his only way of paying them?  He may have learned to use foreign mercenaries from his father Henry II who used Welsh mercenaries in France to burn and ravage heralding a late twelfth-century and thirteenth-century turn to such use in battle strategy. John D. Hosler, Henry II, A Medieval Soldier at War, 1147-1189, The Netherlands: Koninklijke Brill, 2007) p.121.
]  [13:      The Count of Nevers, the commander of the forces besieging Windsor Castle, turned from the castle to confront John only to have John run away. Spencer p.99.  For contrasting views: “At this point the situation at Windsor becomes confused, for the accounts of the chroniclers conflict with one another. Some say that the barons had continued their efforts to capture the Castle even while they were expecting the King to attack, but that when news reached them of John’s destructive work in Cambridgeshire and Essex they raised the siege and chased after the King in the hope of taking him prisoner. On the other hand certain writers maintain that the Count of Nevers was bribed, either by John, or by Engelard, to use John’s presence in the eastern counties as an excuse for retiring from the Castle.” Graeme, Bruce. 1937. The Story of Windsor Castle : An Unconvenal Study of the Castle from Its Earliest Times Together with Some Account of the Anec Dotes and Vivid Personalities Connected with It (Hutchinson, london) <http://archive.org/details/dli.ministry.23382> [accessed 10 December 2022]
] 


Innocent the third died on 16 July at Perugia, he was succeeded by Honorius.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Pope Innocent III, architect of the Fourth Crusade, The Albigensian Crusade and the Fourth Lateran Council died in 1215.  He had imposed an interdict on England during John’s reign eventually going to the length of excommunicating John, Danziger & Gillingham pp 135-137.] 


Alexander[footnoteRef:15] King of Scots and the northern barons came to Canterbury to Lord Louis. [15:  Alexander II (r.1214-1249) was the King of Scotland and took the side of Louis and the barons during the revolt. Danziger & Gillingham, p. 218.
] 


Concerning the death of King John.

The king, having learnt that the barons had stopped following him, returned to King's Lynn, and Savary de Mauleon, the Poitevin,[footnoteRef:16] having set out to join him there, he began to fortify King’s Lynn. But there, it is said, due to the great greed which always made his appetite Insatiable, swilling until he was drunk, as a result of surfeiting his stomach, he collapsed with dysentery.[footnoteRef:17] Then afterwards when the flux had dried up for a little while, he was bled at a village in Lindsey, which is called Lackford. Therefore when the messenger arrived there from those besieged in Dover castle, and informed him of the reason for their visit, the illness broke out again as a result of the grief he sustained. Moreover an enormous grief wracked him, because he had lost his chapel with his relics, and some sumpter horses with various furnishings in the course of that journey at Wellstream, and many of his household had been drowned in sea water and sucked down into quick-sands there, because they had gone in carelessly and precipitately, when the tide had not yet gone out.[footnoteRef:18] Then his illness getting worse for a few days, he died intestate[footnoteRef:19] at the castle of Newark, on the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist [18 October], his disembowelled body[footnoteRef:20] was taken to Worcester, and buried there in the cathedral. However his household plundered everything which he had with him and simply abandoned him leaving nothing with his body with which a corpse could decently be covered; but his castellan, took care of his disembowelled and naked body, in so far as he could. [16:  Savary de Mauleon was part of the rebel forces captured at Mirebeau, see Warren p. 77-78 but later went over to the King and lead mercenaries from Poitou on behalf of John see Warren at p. 233.
]  [17:   “As early as the 13th century, it was alleged that he had been poisoned by a monk of Swineshead Abbey (Lincolnshire), seen here offering him a poisoned chalice (London, British Library, Cotton MS Vitellius A XIII, f. 5v).” see for discussion and images ‘The Death of King John’. [n.d.]. <https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2014/10/the-death-of-king-john.html> [accessed 7 December 2022] Was John that hated that he was outright murdered by a subject? Perhaps Ralph chose to leave this theory, if he indeed was cognizant of it, out of his narrative as there was no need to heap more opprobrium upon the head of an already disliked king.  The description of John’s death after gluttony in a time of great religious belief reminds the reader that “The wages of sin is death.”  Romans 6:23.
]  [18:   There are differing views on this episode. See Warren at p 254, 278-285 “Ralph of Coggeshall, a more sober and reliable chronicler than Roger of Wendover, writes of it more in terms of a mishap than a disaster, which befell not the whole baggage train but merely the vanguard.”  According to Warren Roger gave the impression of a more dramatic event.  In any case items of value were reported lost and have never been found giving an ironic twist to the phrase “it all comes out in the wash”.  Perhaps they were secreted elsewhere for safe keeping and remain there presently.
]  [19:  John, having had no time to make a formal will, charged those in whom he placed the most trust: a papal legate, bishops of Winchester, Chichester, and Worchester along with William Marshal, two more earls along with Walter Lacy and others, asking them to dispose of his estate to reward those faithful to him and to benefit The Holy Land and other organizations of the Church to ensure his salvation. Warren p. 255.]  [20:  John’s heart and intestines were removed and taken to the abbot of Croxton Abbey for interment, The abbot had heard his death bed confession. Marc Morris King John Treachery and Tyranny in Medieval England: The Road to Magna Carta (London: Pegasus Books, 2015) p.285.
] 


Around about the middle of the night, namely at the hour at which he died such a noise of wind and whirlwind sounded through that town alone that the citizens feared that their houses would be blown down, [footnoteRef:21] as Lord John the Savignac told us having heard it himself from the townspeople: he came to the town at dawn after that night, and met the household of the dead king, and they would not tell him anything about his death; he having been asked by the castellan, stayed with the disembowelled body for about an hour, and celebrated mass there for his soul. Many dreadful and fantastical apparitions were afterwards recounted by many people about him, the nature of which we refrain from writing down here. However he reigned with some difficulty (satis laboriose), as can be seen from what has been set down above, for seventeen years and 5 months, and he was succeeded by his son Henry a boy of ten years; and he was consecrated king at Gloucester,[footnoteRef:22] on the day of the apostles SS Simon and Jude [28 October]  in the presence of the legate Guala[footnoteRef:23], who landed in England that year. Afterwards he mercilessly despoiled Master Gervase, dean of London and priests of that city and other clerks of their benefices, and others whom Louis had preferred and who had celebrated during the interdict; and he distributed their ecclesiastical benefices to other people according to his will. [21:      It is not uncommon for the death of the powerful or important happenings be associated with unusual atmospheric or celestial occurrences. For a modern explanation of just such a case see Mars, Kelli, ‘955 Years Ago: Halley’s Comet and the Battle of Hastings’, NASA <http://www.nasa.gov/feature/955-years-ago-halley-s-comet-and-the-battle-of-hastings> [accessed 6 December 2022], of course a normal storm would account for the wind Warren p. 254-255.  In so far as we recognize that history has an element of fictionalization the storm is a dramatic element more than an actual supernatural one.  For further discussion see Reich, P. Exciting Storms: Weather Phenomena as Catalysts of Chivalric Adventures. Neophilologus. https://doi.org/10.1007/S11061-022-09737-6. It would have been expected that Ralph would record the “storm” in such a dramatic way,  Gervase of Canterbury tell us that “A chronicle…tells of the deeds of kings and princes which happened at those times, besides recording any portents, miracles or other events.” Antonia Gransden, Legends Traditions and History in Medieval England: The Chronicles of Medieval England and Scotland, (London: The Hambledon Press 1992) p. 200. Ralph Of Coggeshall leaned more to the fantastic, “having a love of the picturesque story: the merman…or the green children” Richard Mortimer, Angevin England 1154-1258, (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1994) p.205.  It was also quite biblical for such occurrences for example read Acts 2:19, 20 for signs and portends from above.]  [22:  Westminster was the traditional church for the coronation of English Kings but as Louis still controlled Westminster the decision was made to not wait a moment more but to have Henry crowned before Louis set about to having himself crowned! Church p 240-241.
]  [23:  The legation of Guala Bicchieri of Vercelli was the third papal legate specifically appointed to England during the reign of King John. “The two and a half years (May 1216 - November 1218) when Guala Bicchieri of Vercelli acted as papal legate in England were of crucial importance for the English church. He arrived in a time of civil war, when Louis of France has invaded England at the invitation of the rebellious barons attempting to force King John from the throne” Chibnall, Marjorie, The English Historical Review,Vol. 114, No. 457 (June 1999), p. 687
] 


That year Herbert, bishop of Salisbury, called Le Poor died.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Le Poor had been the Bishop of Chichester, Salsibury and Durham and was responsible for a great deal of important church legislation and had been present at the Lateran Council of 1215.  According to Matthew Paris he was “a man of great holiness and profound knowledge” John R. H. Moorman, Church Life in England in the Thirteenth Century, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1955) pp. 236-237.
] 


Concerning the capture of the barons at Lincoln.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  For discussion of the disposition of Lincoln see Nigel Bryant, The History of William Marshall, (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2016) pp.195-204).
] 

meanwhile many nobles who had supported him, changed over to the king's fealty on the recommendation of the legate and bishops.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  In addition, the advisors of Henry III did not seek to annul Magna Carta giving the barons no need to continue with the rebellion. Sentiment was swayed to a legitimate albeit young king and away from the expansionist French. Danziger and Gillingham p. 261.
] 


Then Louis returned and began to besiege Dover again, but in vain. For the barons and knights who supported him, went with a great army to Lincoln, doing much damage en route, and were captured at Lincoln on the eve of Holy Trinity, which then fell on 20 May and they were taken captive by the royalists who had adhered firmly to John, and were heavily ransomed. Also the count of Perche[footnoteRef:27] was killed there with many others. The legate Guala was present at this capture, together with the earls and Fawkes. Louis hearing of this disaster, left the siege of Dover and went to London, waiting in vain for help from overseas. At length the greater barons of France, with a certain Eustace, formerly a monk, set out to come to England to the assistance of Louis,[footnoteRef:28] with a great company of armed men, having got together a great fleet, namely 60 ships. But Lord Hubert de Burgh[footnoteRef:29], constable of Dover and king’s justiciar, set out to meet them at sea with a crowd of men-at-arms and ships from the Cinque Ports,[footnoteRef:30] and Eustace their captain was killed, he being the first to clash with his ship, and everyone was captured who was in that ship, some were drowned. And so the Lord smote the heads of his enemies who were coming to scatter the English people, and many were captured with the rest of the ships and taken away captive; and the Lord recalled some of those fleeing across the waters of the sea and they sank like lead in the turbulent waters. And thus Almighty God, not fighting with a great host, cast down the strength of the enemy and his right hand was glorified in his people. [27:  See Bryant at p. 201
]  [28:      Known as Eustace the Monk, Eustache Busket, who lived from c. 1170 to 1217 is a colorful character who having left his monastery at Saint Samer was then accused of mismanaging the affairs of the Count of Boulogne he thus winds up in the company of men Louis has around him fighting the rebellious barons. “1216 In “May of 1216 800 ships of Louis, Philip's son, leave for England in order to help the barons depose John. When Louis disembarks from Eustache's ship on the Isle of Thanet, he learns of the death of King John and the barons' decision to choose young Henry III as king. On August 24, Eustache's ship is surrounded by four English ships, and he is captured and beheaded on the spot. Louis eventually withdraws from England and a peace treaty is signed on September 11.” ‘Eustache the Monk: Introduction | Robbins Library Digital Projects’. [n.d.]. <https://d.lib.rochester.edu/teams/text/eustache-the-monk-introduction> [accessed 3 December 2022] Given this rather audacious career it may be difficult for historians to parse fact from apocrypha.]  [29:  Lord Hubert de Burgh (d. 1243) was a very influential judge whose power grew when John died, and Henry III took the throne interestingly he then fell into disgrace. “Few incidents in the reign of Henry III excited more interest and amazement than the fall of Hubert de Burgh. Between 1215 and 1232, Hubert held the office of chief justiciar. After 1219 he progressively dominated the government of England. “He lacked nothing of royal power,” commented the Waverley annalist, “save the dignity of a royal diadem.” Then suddenly in 1232 “the great judge” was swept from court and stripped of all his lands and offices. He became a hunted fugitive. He was dragged from a chapel in which he had taken sanctuary and incarcerated in chains in Devizes castle. Historians have been attracted by the drama of these events, but they have never provided a coherent explanation of Hubert's dismissal. The accounts of Roger of Wendover and Matthew Paris are confused.” David Carpenter, The Fall of Hubert De Burgh, Journal of British Studies, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press: 2014.) p.1 See also for more biographical details: Clarence Ellis, Hubert de Burgh: a Study in Constancy (London, Phoenix House, 1952).
]  [30:  The Cinque Portsmen were existent from Edward the Confessor on and came to be under the Lord Warden and used for royal transport and security.  The role of the Cinque Ports was codified by the Charter of 1155 issued by Henry II recognizing the need for maritime protection that had existed since the Roman period in Britain. Vincent Nicholas, In the Shadow of the Castle wall: King Henry II and Dover 1154-79 (Paul Pattison, Steven Brindle and David Robinson Editors, The Great Tower of Dover Castle, History, Architecture and Context, (Swindon: Liverpool University Press 2020) p. 43-44.] 


Therefore having heard these things, the said Louis did not know where to go, because there was no safe place for him anywhere; and so, driven by necessity, he asked for terms of peace.  At length there met together the said Lord Louis and Guala, the legate, and the bishops and other prelates and the greater men of England, on a certain island in the neighbourhood of the town of Kingston, and they had a long conference about peace and concord; there the aforementioned Louis in the presence of everyone, was freed from the penalty of excommunication by which he was bound, he renounced the kingdom of England, and thus the peace of the church and of the kingdom of England was made and set down on the eve of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross [13 September][footnoteRef:31] this done, Louis returned to France with his men.  Then afterwards the legate sent abbots and monks throughout England, who absolved everyone who had had dealings with Louis and his men.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  The Exaltation of the Cross is celebrated on 14 September so the eve, being the preceding day fell upon 13 September.
]  [32:  This dispensation provided would have been of interest to historians writing in the thirteenth-century as it constituted a regenerated fresh start for the country allowing all to be loyal to Henry III and England to begin the work of repair and restoration.] 
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