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The portfolio assessment for this module consists of two 2,500-word essays of equal weight. 
 
Please choose any two of the following essay topics: 
1. How would you evaluate Mao Zedong’s strengths and weaknesses as a political leader? 
2. What do you consider to be the most important long-term impacts of the Opium Wars in shaping modern China? 
3. To what extent are the tensions between the Chinese Government and the Uighurs a legacy of empire or the result of more recent socio-political shifts in the relationship between China and its Muslim minority? 
4. What impact did the PRC make in the worldwide campaign for the UN’s Millennium Development Goals 2000-2015? 
5. USA or China? Which is the more important for the future of humanity in the 21st century? 
6. How would you describe the Chinese economy since the reforms and opening in 1978? Is it communist, capitalist, market-socialist – or something else? 
7. What are the long-term strategic goals of the One Belt, One Road initiative? 
8. What motivations lie behind the UK Government’s decision to ban Huawei from 5G telecoms infrastructure development?  
 
 
Submission deadlines: 
 
Essay 1 is due on Friday, 6 November 2020 at 23:59. 
Essay 2 is due on Friday, 13 November 2020 at 23:59. 
 
Both essays have to be submitted through the dedicated Turnitin link on the modules Moodle page. 

The same questions will apply to both Level 5 and 6. Marking criteria will slightly higher for the Level 6 assignments.

