


The United Kingdom has defined terrorism as the usage or threat of action, whether that be within the UK or outside of it, which is created to intimidate any global government or to alarm citizens. With the promotion of political, religious, racial or ideological subjects being the main purpose. Other definitions will manage all acts of terrorism as unlawful behaviour despite any bureaucratic incentive. There are tons of definitions from numerous countries but globally, there isn’t one definition that is completely accepted that clearly sums up terrorism. For example, the FBI separates terrorism into two categories, domestic terrorism and international terrorism. Domestic terrorism being defined as any criminal or threatening use of violence by any group or single individual within the United States, that aims to threaten or pressurise a government or the civil population. International terrorism is then defined as any violent acts or any potential harmful acts to human life that are in breach of criminal laws of the United States. Terrorists need to produce reliable knowledge to those whose behaviour they aim to change. In 1983 the U.S Department of state developed a definition of terrorism which was largely used by most. This definition stated that terrorism is an intentionally, politically drive of violence inflicted against civilian targets by groups or covert liaison, ordinarily calculated to sway an audience. Two main audiences for terrorists are governments as they aim to manipulate strategies. Terrorist groups will primarily select victims and areas that expand the likely hood of a reaction from the government. Secondly, they will try to aim for any sole person who they want to acquire for their support and compliance. 
The clarity on a definition of terrorism is generally disputed and complex, due to its severity of violence the term terrorism has matured a powerful stigma. Despite the difficulty in finding a single definition for terrorism, it is a pressing matter that defining terrorism needs to be agreed on based on key criminal law principles. Most of the global definitions do in fact see the absence of international guidelines for the exact meaning of terrorism which has resulted in excessively vague clarity. Without clear definition it is unfeasible to generate or impose international unity against terrorism. There are numerous reasons why finding one definition is problematic, British sociologist Philip Schlesinger stated ‘’no regularly agreed definition can be reached simply because the procedure of definition is in itself, part of a larger argument over ideologies or diplomatic objectives’’. The search for a single definition for terrorism within the U.K begins from the proposals made by Lord Lloyd in 1996. Lord Lloyd generated the report on the inquiry into legalisation against terrorism while at the same time as the ruling definition of terrorism in U.K law was held in the prevention of terrorism act 1974. A suggestion made by Lord Lloyd in his report (1996) was that any new legalisation to tackle terrorism should in fact include a single definition that covers all acts of terrorism. Many of Lord Lloyd’s other suggestions such as stop and search, terrorist finance, sanctions and sentencing have all been added into the terrorism act 2000. As late as 1972, the United Nations began its debate on terrorism after the alarming attacks on the Munich Olympic games which resulted in the death of 11 Israeli athletes and killing 28 at Lod Airport. 
Just some examples of methods a terror attack could involve such events as bombings which can be presented to the target either in person, delivered by post or a common way of terrorists using bombs is by placing them within a vehicle. There have been numerous shootings as a method of attack for example, November 2015 a terrorist carried out several calculated attacks using firearms in Paris. These attacks were directed at the Bataclan theatre, the state de France and various other cafes and restaurants. There’s also the method of abduction, islamist organisations globally will aim to abduct western citizens for the purpose of financial and propaganda profit. Along with these physical attacks there is the possibility of using chemical or biological devise. As of right now there has not been any attacks with this sort of method within the U.K that has taken place, but it has not been ruled out as a possibility. April 2005, Algerian Kamal Bojurgass was found guilty of conspiring to form and release poison within the u.k. Terrorists may also use any knowledge and intelligence that could benefit them. One example of this is seeking to radicalise someone involved in any organisation who could supply intel that may help in the process to plan an attack. Normally the locations of these attacks along with the victims, are frequently determined for their distress profit. Such places as schools, nightclubs and concerts are considered a popular choice due to the sheer volume of ordinary citizens that these places attract and where these are considered secure places. When looking at terrorist attacks It would show that these acts are often carried out with some form of political or societal intention. Ideology has a big part when it comes to selecting victims and places. It supplies terrorists with a primary purpose for their act and allows them to understand the motives of individuals. Ideology permits terrorists to account for their brutality by shifting the fault to their victims. Whilst ideology isn’t the single element that influences where or how an attack will take place, it does however supply a scale of possible areas and provides with the opportunity for terrorists to warrant for these attacks, that would include to the global population along with each other. Terrorists have on times promoted their own ideological ideas by using their attacks as a way of broadcasting their platform, video announcements or any other means of communication. Asal et al (2009), discovered that terrorist groups that were driven by religious ideology had a much higher chance in targeting ‘defenceless and oblivious’ ordinary citizens. Terrorists have the belief that they are executing the religion of Islam but public intellectual Bernard Lewis, who’s expertise was in the history of Islam stated that not at any given point do the simple contents of Islam encourage terrorism or murder, nor does it deem the slaughter of innocent non-participants. Terrorists will often use Intimidation as a strategy to secure power over the public. Intimidation allows for terrorists to obstruct any unwanted behaviour by means of threats and signals. One example where terrorists may use this strategy would be where a government has inevitably rejected to apply any policies where any terrorist organisation may approve, despite various attempts of altering the policy being unsuccessful. Present day terrorism is active and is advancing swiftly. The ‘lone wolf’ prodigy has been used throughout history. Sole self-made terrorists execute attacks with little to none teaching, viable collaboration or any commanding support of terrorist groups. The inflating use of the internet has notably advanced the broadening occurrence. The use of the internet has allowed terrorists world-wide to be included in essential communities of people who have similar beliefs and allow for information to be shared within these organizations on how to carry out attacks without ever meeting in person. Terrorist organizations aim to design an environment that encourages lone wolf attacks by using encouragement and propaganda to motivate their followers to strike locally. Lone wolf objectives are often hard to recognize as they commonly avoid communication with others. Contrast to terrorist groups, lone attackers have a key benefit when it comes to avoiding recognition before and after attacks due to them not indulging their plans with others. This makes observing and establishing a lone wolf exceptionally strenuous. With this kind of discretionary it makes it increasingly harder for authorities to be able to prevent these kind of attacks from happening in the future. The attack in Westminster, London in 2017 led by lone attacker Khalid Masood who murdered three people and injured a further fifty after he drove a vehicle into pedestrians and then went onto stab a police officer. ISIS later on went onto say that the attacker was a soldier of the Islamic state who ‘’conducted the attack in reaction for targeting citizens of the union’’. Martha Crenshaw (1985) stated that there are possibly four division motives between terrorists. The first one being the opening for activity, second division being the desire to fit in, third being the aspiration for social ranking and lastly the addition of material profit. The alteration in becoming a terrorist is scarcely unexpected and sudden. Majority of the participation in terrorism stems from moderate subjection to radical behaviour (Horgan and Taylor, 2001). 
Under the government law, organisation ISIS are deemed as terrorists due to their extreme acts of violence. The U.K government condemned this group as a terrorist organisation in June 2014. In May 2013, Lee Rigby was murdered in London after an extremely violent attack committed by Isis. Rigby was on the streets of London before he was knocked down by a car and murdered by a cleaver after being brutally stabbed and hacked to death. Lee Rigby’s murderers were dedicated and continued extremists who were linked to the al-Muhajiroun network within the UK. The ideology behind this attack was to broadcast their beliefs. The attackers of Lee Rigby had justified their actions by proclaiming retribution for brutality in muslim lands by British forces. Another terrorist attack proclaimed by isis would be the Manchester bombings in May 2017. A lone wolf islamist extremist ignited a handmade bomb killing twenty-three people which included the assailant and injuring a further 1,017. The aim of this attack was to specifically kill others. After this attack ISIS advocates were saluting the act that had taken place and were in fact applauding it as a triumph against ‘’the crusaders’’. This sort of act is broadcasted by the media which attracts the attention of others and showing substantial acts of history. It also provides with the symbolism of acts that can be used and exploited by other extremists’ groups. The government has illustrated this organisation as ‘a callous islamist group who obeys to a global ideology, following the highest definition of Islam and publicizing sectarian violence. This group aims to exploit Shari’a Law and encourages their regulations by using violence and intimidation’ (British Government, 2014). 
To be convicted of a terrorist offence in the uk it doesn’t just mean carrying out a terrorist attack, under the British terrorism legislation it states that organizing, aiding or providing knowledge on how to perform a terrorist attack are all considered crimes. Under the counter-terrorism act 2008, schedule two provides various examples of offences that any judge could establish have a terrorist relation. A number of crimes and powers have been previously outlined to mark terrorist acts which had previously not been communicated by abiding legislations. These would include offences under the terrorism act 2000 and also, the terrorism act 2006. One example of this would be 19-year-old Brusthom Ziamani who had been radicalised by the extremist group al-Muhajiroun, who had a huge impact on shaping his radical views. He was found guilty of planning a terrorist attack after preparing to decapitate a British soldier with a twelve-inch knife and carrying an Islamic flag. Ziamani stated that this attack had been motivated by the Lee Rigby murder. Another example would be the conviction of Kazi Islam who conditioned a young individual by convincing him to murder two soldiers and to purchase the elements to make a pipe bomb. 
To conclude, it appears that no single definition has gained predominance for defining terrorism. This could be because of the various forms of violence is constituting to an obstruction in finding an international thesis. Even though there isn’t a single definition that fits all for terrorism, it can be agreed that terrorism is the use or the threat of violence that has a political or religious matter. It can also be agreed that the violence acted from terrorists is calculated, deliberate and significant. Terrorists can vary from being an organization or from lone advocates. Considering all these issues, they all contribute to the difficulty establishing a definition to terrorism and violence and question the appearance of uniting a descriptive thesis. Ideology is quite often determined as an average and often agreed norm that allows for the managing and decides on certain behaviour. Ideology escorts and manages the behaviour of others by supplying a set of behavioural events that provides a constructive outcome. For any terrorist group to remain active and eminent it relies heavily on the expertise to attract and radicalise new supporters. The importance of target selection for terrorists solely relies on how destructive the outcome would be from the attack. These attacks would normally take place where they believe would generate the most media coverage that allows for the attack to be streamed to further supporters. This also allows for the opportunity to promote ideas for copycat attacks. The aim of a terrorist attack is to show power and intimidation to both the government and civilians. As noted, the power of the internet has become a necessity to terrorists and terrorist organizations as it allows for the transfer of knowledge and intelligence easily worldwide. Using the internet can be an attractive way to recruit other followers and to promote their beliefs. This has also allowed for the increasing number of ‘lone wolf’ attacks. Providing a single definition of terrorism is viable and it would allow for the opportunity for complete clarity on what would be classed as a terrorist offence globally.
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