In What way did European Culture, Politics and the Papacy during 1000-1400 in foreshadowing anti-Semitism in Europe during the 20th Century

Introduction
This research will focus on the specific incidences and opinions and actions of powerful individuals such as the papacy and the Kings of Europe which directly promoted anti-Semitic perspectives culturally within Europe. From the collection of specific data explored, consideration will be given to how wider perspectives of culture and beliefs were affected across Medieval Europe and how they influenced future cultural beliefs and actions. The research has a specific start and cut off point because these are the dates I specifically feel that anti- Semitism was it its peak before the Second World War. Having said this, there will be a section dedicated to background origins of anti- Semitism with specific case studies and individuals deemed appropriate.
Within the introduction, one must set the scene in a sense and look into briefly the origin of the Jewish belief and also that of the Christian belief. This will be done to see if there is distinguishable difference that could have led between frictions between the two religions. This will look to question the thought that Jews were blamed for Christs Crucifixion but also the fact that was it politically important to individuals within the Christian church, who were wanting to gain power, to remove any threat to Christianity and thereby themselves. Examples here would be St John Chrysonom 384, because he wrote anti- Semitic homilies.[footnoteRef:1] Also, a further case study into the Milan burning of synagogues in 385 look into why this was done, if there was any religious powers at play. However, this will be fairly brief, as it will be used to set up the dissertation. [1:  Saint John Chrysostom (c.347-407): Eight Homilies Against the Jews. [online] Available at: https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/chrysostom-jews6.asp
] 




Historical context
There will then be a brief few paragraphs on the historical context surrounding the period with questions such as, where did the Jewish race originate and why did it become displaced and then integrated into other European cultures?  Where did the Jewish populist live? Also, a brief look into the success of the First Crusade and see how the cultures became mixed (Christian/Muslim/Jews) as well as looking into specific accounts from those who went on Crusade to see, how the cultures mixed, and if it had caused any friction between people. So, to do this one has to look at the Crusading histories and accounts from the time.

The Papacy Attitude
My first main section will be the Papacy’s attitude towards Medieval Jews. Here one must ask, What did religious beliefs have to do with it? The impact the Call for crusade had to wipe out all non-Christian beliefs. Here one will consider the works by historians of the Crusades such as Riley Smith but specifically I will look upon primary historians that mention the Jews and persecution such as Albert of Aix and Ekkerhard of Aura.[footnoteRef:2] One will consider Urban II and his reasons for Crusade and how the different accounts differ on describing the Jews as their enemy during the call for Crusade.  There will  be consideration as to What did the political issues regarding power of the papacy have to do with it? Was it to raise the papacy to supreme power over Europe, or even have more influence on wealth and ruling in those different kingships as a whole. It could be possible to use the schism between Frederick II and the papacy as evidence. As well as this ask Why did one pope decree to stop killing Jews?, was there something in it for the church?  A look into Innocent III who made a papal bull in 1215 to have Jews wear an armband to distinguish themselves from Christians, as well as this, to look at Innocent III and to why he asks for Jewish persecution to stop happening. From a Primary Account of Innocents letters and works. As well as this explore the fact that was this possible evidence that this wearing of an armband was where Hitler had his idea to do this during the persecution of Jews in the 20th Century. [2:  Albert of Aix, Emico and the Slaughter of the Rhineland Jews and Ekkehard of Aura , Emico and the Slaughter of the Rhineland Jews in  K. August , The First Crusade: The Accounts of Eyewitnesses and Participants, (Princeton: 1921). J. Riley Smith, The Crusades. 3rd ed., (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2014)
] 

Also an analysis of Gregory X letters on Jews , who again was against the popular demand to persecute Jews.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Gregory X: Letter on Jews, (1271-76) - Against the Blood Libel. [online] Available at: https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/halsall/source/g10-jews.asp] 


Political/ ruling attitudes (Kings)
Primarily incidence from the Kings of England have been used to support points in this section. This is primarily due to the lack of translation of primary sources from other countries within Europe. Analyse Kings who imprisoned and expelled Jews (why/when/how did this happen?)  An example being Edward I 1290. Here I must consider the expulsion from England the Jews had to withstand under Edward I, also the fact that there was a mass killing of Jews in the tower of London. Consider looking at where the Jews stood in the rule of the Angevian Kings, such as Richard I and King John. Here will use the charter that Richard I wrote on giving Jews Liberties within England, here one must look at why this happened, and was there anything manipulation towards the Jews for the Kings gain. As well as this to consider the Ordinance of the Jews in 1194.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  J. Jacobs, The Jews of Angevin England: Documents and Records (London, 1893).] 


People’s (society) attitudes towards Jews
Questions asked here will be cultural issues regarding more mouths to feed, crusades wiped out wealth in countries so incomers would be less welcome from competition. The problem during the crusades of the confusion of killing Jews by accident and then returning home and making sense of this by seeing them as dangerous and continuing to kill them. Here one will analyse a journal article that covers the perception of Jews in Canon law by Gilchrist to find out why there was a confusion in killing Jews during the first two crusades.[footnoteRef:5] The Black death in Britain will also be considered as there are incidents regarding the Jewish populist when the black death hit Britain, as they were blamed for causing it. Also, to look elsewhere in Europe that blamed Jews, modern day Spain, Italy. I will also consider the case study of the York Massacre, why it occurred, the massacre of Jews, to do this there will be use of primary accounts from those who wrote about it such as Roger of Hoveden, and Ephraim of Bonn. However, it must be considered that some of these sources are going to be coming from Jews themselves so, must factor in how reliable they are. Further case studies such as the Ritual Murder accusation at Blois, by Ephraim ben Jacob, and William of Norwich and what he has to say with the expulsion of the Jews.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  J. Gilchrist, “The Perception of Jews in the Canon Law in the Period of the First Two Crusades”, Jewish History, Vol 3. No 1. (1988). pp 9-24.]  [6:  J. Jacobs, The Jews of Angevin England. J. Marcus, The Jew in the Medieval World: A Sourcebook, 315-1791, (New York: JPS, 1938)] 


Conclusion
Here I will confine all the themes that have been present throughout the piece, and really look to question the reliability of the primary and secondary sources. The overarching feeling that I have come up with is that Jews had always been singled out due to the different belief systems in Medieval Europe at the time, and with the rise of the papacy and Christianity as a whole during the Crusades, it was inevitable that the Jews were going to be prosecuted, as Christians wanted to rule all. It may even be possible to show a graph of some sort to really show the rise in persecution of Jews, with incidences and acts of violence against them as a people, in correlation with the rise of the papacy and the Crusading movement.

Reflective Report
During the first year of my degree, I was studying a Crusades module, and there was some information about how Jews and other minorities were treated and this caused consideration to develop regarding a comparison with the Second World war and the holocaust.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The idea to do the dissertation module on this topic was pretty much decided upon, especially after doing a presentation for another module based on the topic on the Holocaust. Initially the idea for the dissertation was based upon consideration of why there are still statues of kings and popes who committed atrocities during their quest for power in the middle ages, whilst the Nazis have had all tributes to them removed as a result of what they did in terms of the holocaust. However, I changed my mind on this subject after doing some initial research it seemed too large a subject to justice.

Therefore, the question for the dissertation was settled upon as it was the exploration of an area needing to be researched to support this vision. Initially it was hard to find any negative themes regarding the Jews in Medieval Europe, although within a search for historical documents related to the Jews in the crusades, I found more detail, and began to see probable themes emerging, which indicated that a negative perception of Jews tended to be accepted within this time. This gave rise to the need to find the source of this way of thinking, which led to a historical journey back in time to find the origins of where anti-Semitism came from. The further back I went, there was evidence of Jewish persecution occurring. An origin is not easy to confirm, however some idea of why this perception of Jews has developed can be put forward, as themes have emerged. These are mostly based upon two things, power dynamics between religions, and the mix of different belief systems being present in a single location.

These wider ideas were then condensed down to fit back into the question of the period related to the crusades. There was consideration given to how history repeated itself in the twentieth century, with Jews being scapegoated for being different, other than the norm, both by accident and by design, whether for spite, or for some political motive. On a practical point there have been some issues regarding access to documents and the lack of translated documents from the period. Initially I intended to look at all kings from the period, however after a discussion with my dissertation supervisor I narrowed it down to just British monarchs as these documents were more accessible, and because I personally feel more of a connection with my own countries monarchy. However, I will have to alter and consider some monarchs who had any influence in the perception of Jews, as for many it was irrelevant to mention them and I found that failing to mention some of the European kings would be a mistake as they had significant impact on the perception of Jews.

The research presented evidence of how the common people had issue with Jews for many reasons, so the topics for chapters of the dissertation grew to cover this in more detail. It was not until this semester that research into the Black Death for another module made it apparent that there was a Jewish connection of great importance to the research question, so this will now be added to the section on common cultural perspectives. Other evidence of similar nature has shown how European cultures also responded similarly to Jewish peoples during the period of the Black Death. 

In conclusion, the process of finding a theme and honing it down has been difficult. I was shocked by some of what I found regarding the persecution of Jews and then the inconsistent response by the same popes and kings and cultures, suddenly being fine with Jews when they previously appeared to hate them. It is possible that the format of the dissertation may need to alter to a chronological representation of ideas, but for the time being I would prefer to try to express the findings under the three main headings of the Papacy, Political Influence and People’s Attitudes, because this encourages the reader to put themselves in the position of the different bodies of influence so better understanding can be achieved, in comparison to a chronological exploration of events. However, there is also a lot of cross overs between the Kings attitudes and those with the people, where an event would trigger a string of anti- Semitism that would bring the sections together, so I will have to be weary of when to make these connections so that they are relevant to an argument or point being made when writing this dissertation.
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