Chapter 3 – Methods and Search Strategy Template

Below is a template and guidance on how to complete Chapter 3 - Methods and Search Strategy. Please read the whole document carefully and familiarise yourself with the BMHP6020 - Independent Project Moodle page which also includes a step-by-step PowerPoint Guide.  
This document is for guidance only and you do not have to follow it, you are free to present this Chapter how ever you wish. 
3.1 – Chapter Introduction (100 word approx.)
· This would be the introduction paragraph to this Chapter. 
· Treat this heading like you would in any other assignment. 
· You will provide a brief overview of what a methods chapter is and what will be included (based on the headings on the pervious slide). 
· This is to inform the reader about the methods you have used to find the information which you have utilised in your research. 
· The reader will usually go to the introduction of this chapter to fully understand the methods and search strategy which has been used. 
· Be straight to the point. Try not to ‘waffle’. 
3.2 – Search Strategy (100 word approx.) 
· This section is where you define what a search strategy is and how you have used one to find the literature for your Chapter 2 – Literature Review. 
· Go on a search engine and find a definition of a search strategy in secondary research. 
· You will then go onto explain how you have used this strategy to find the information in your literature review. 
· For example, you have searched for information through a reputable search engine, utilising key words from the title to find the most relevant information. You have then filtered the information (through key words, date, demographic etc) to ensure the results match the research you are searching for. 

3.3 – Searching for Information (300 words approx.)
· In this section you will explain to the reader how you have searched for information which has informed your research. 
· You will be explicit in breaking down what steps you have done to find the information and sources you have used. 
· You will then go onto explain the Search Strategy Sheet / Thesis Search Sheet and what that is. You can include headings from the sheet to help inform this section. 
· The next step is to break down step-by-step what you did to find the most relevant information for your topic (slightly repetitive from section 3.2). 
· You can also include definitions here if appropriate.  
3.4 – Research Validation (400 words approx.) 

3.4.1 - Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria (150 words approx.) 
· An Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria can be defined as “a set of variables which outline the parameters of work being undertaken” (NCIB, 2019). 
· Providing an Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria demonstrates to the reader that you have taken precautions during the selection process of your sources (articles). 
· It goes into detail the criteria you have set to include or exclude information. 
· Example of Inclusion: Included sources which are 10 years old and under, sources from the UK, articles which could be fully accessible online. 
· Example of Exclusion: Excluded sources over 10 years old, sources outside the UK, articles which were not fully accessible. 
· Overall, this helps to ‘validate’ that the research you have chosen is credible and reliable.
3.5 – Analysing Research (450 words approx.) 
· In the context of secondary research, research analysis refers to the process of systematically evaluating, synthesising, and interpreting existing data, information, and findings from previously conducted studies, literature, or other sources. 
· The primary goal of research analysis in secondary research is to derive meaningful insights, draw conclusions, and/or generate new knowledge from the existing body of literature and data without conducting new experiments or data collection.
· This section of your dissertation asks you to explain how you have drawn out ‘themes’ from your literature which you will write about in your findings. 
· You can provide a step by step of how you have found the main and important points of information from your articles. 
3.6 – Ethical Considerations (300 words approx.) 
· As part of your dissertation you will be expected to explain how you have considered ethics when selecting and analysing the articles you have chosen. 
· You can start with providing a definition of Ethics in Secondary Research. 
· Please look at the Chapter 3 PowerPoint on Moodle for further explanations and diagram on how to complete this section. 
3.7 – Chapter Conclusion (200 words approx.)
· This is where you will conclude the Chapter! 
· Remember every chapter you write will have an introduction section and a conclusion section. 
· You will provide a brief summary of what you have covered within Chapter 3 – Methods / Search Strategy. 
· You will also signpost to Chapter 4 e.g. “the following chapter will evaluate current literature in relation to (insert topic)…”

