‘However powerful their sense of cultural and historical identity the Welsh were, in political and economic terms, strictly unionist.’  (Kenneth Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation (Oxford: OUP, 1982), p. 405.
For the best part of a half millennium, more specifically since the signing of the Laws in Wales Acts,
 Wales has been a part of the Kingdom of England. Even with this elongated period of English rule, the unique culture, heritage and historical identity of Wales has not been lost, but in fact Wales has still maintained and grown their history, keeping their culture alive and afresh with losing little to a foreign rule. With all that said, does this idea of an individual culture and history, show signs of Wales wishing to govern itself separately to England? This essay will look at whether Kenneth Morgan’s statement is in fact one that paints an accurate picture of how Wales wishes to be ruled. The accuracy of Morgan’s assumption will be judged by examining economic and political developments in Wales over two different periods, the first of which will look at the post-war Britain in 1945 and the newly elected Labour Government, analysing how reliant Wales was upon British Government support and whether there was demand for devolution or for complete separation. Finally, we will be propelling ourselves forward to analyse developments from the nineties to the present day, and if a fresh wave of devolution in Wales has been supported or criticised by politicians and indeed the British public, where votes of independence in Scotland could be influential in Wales. 
In order to put Morgan’s statement into some form of context, we first need to understand what he has discussed prior. To do this we can start from the beginning of Part III of Morgan’s book, which is aptly titled “The Renewal 1945-1980”, even by the sounds of this title it hints at some form of regeneration that harkens from a period within Welsh history, hinting at the possibility of changes being made to Wales that reflects this past. Morgan goes on to address the issues faced by a post-war Wales in regard to their industrial strength and capability as coming under threat, yet he states that even though the situation was not great, it “was not impossible” to recover it with the help of the British Government.
 
Here we see the immediate reliance and close working partnership that Wales has with its neighbour, although this is because Wales is tied to England in all aspects of political and economic involvement, it hints to the possibility that Wales would not have been able to come back from the slump without English support. This idea of the Welsh industry and economy being saved by the sole help of the British Government alone is one that is shared by historians, in both the first and second editions of Gareth Jones’ book Modern Wales, they both retain the fact that the Welsh post-war economy did have a possible bright future, yet it was only possible by Government intervention.
 Gareth Jones is a research professor of Education at Aberystwyth University College,
 so although we would expect to see some national bias in regard to the recovery of the Welsh economic and industrial structure, we in fact see clear recognition of the efforts displayed by the British Government to help. Perhaps this is due to Jones’ position within history and indeed academia, understanding how important it is to portray history in its most accurate form, removing some of those cultural biases that would cloud others who may write about a similar topic. By being able to assess and analyse both editions of Jones’ work, it does allow us to see whether more modern research or new schools of thought do influence and alter the writer’s thoughts and opinions, perhaps further supporting their claims or in fact making them redundant. As the second edition came a full decade after the firsts was published, we do not see any changes made to his point, further emphasising how significant and important the relationship between Wales and England truly is.
This crucial role that the British Government was playing within South Wales in particular was the likes which had never been seen before within the United Kingdom as according to Morgan.
 What this suggests to us is that a healthy and vibrant economy within South Wales was increasingly important to the government. This can clearly be seen with the number of policies and acts that were passed during the 1940s and 1950s. One such way that the British government went about developing and revitalising South Wales was to alter its industry, both prior and during the war South Wales possessed a “narrow range of industrial occupations”, this is evident when we look at how heavily reliant the area was on its coal, tin, steel and quarrying industries.
 Gareth Jones suggests that following the Second World War that such industries were in slow decline across the area,
 emphasising the importance to expand Wales’ industrial and economic repertoire. Although each industry may be unique in their own rights, if we were to take Jones’ suggestion that there was a slow decline in demand, then we would expect the other industries to be affected. For example, if there was a sudden lack of demand for steel in areas such as Briton Ferry and Port Talbot, the mines that supply those areas would begin to see a reduction in the amount of coal to be distributed as the steel works would not need to light their furnaces. In order to counter such problems from occurring, the government used incentives and placed growth restrictions on companies in places such as London and the Midlands in order to encourage them to move production to the South Wales area.
 The fact that England was prepared to restrict their own industrial growth by encouraging manufacturers to set up new shops in Wales shows how important Wales would be to England, and by revitalising the area both countries would indeed benefit financially and economically. Although such powers of Trade were eventually handed over to the Welsh office during the mid-sixties, it is evident that Wales would still need the support of England, and the fact some power was later transferred to the Welsh Office shows that Wales wants to remain unionist with some small power in order to make changes that would best suit the country.
In contrast, at the same time as all of this support being offered to the Welsh people, there was a movement amongst Welsh MPs to create the position of a ‘Secretary of Wales’, a movement which was rejected quite early on by the Labour Government of the time. So, we can begin to see a demand for Welsh politicians to have more recognisable roles within the government, yet what we do not see is a demand for separation, something which is quite clear. Wales did not want to split as there would be no way for the country to properly sustain itself. One of the main points made by MPs against the creation of the position was that the “problems of Wales were those experienced in England”, and Bevan a Welsh Labour MP goes on to say that “’separation would be inimical to Welsh interests’”.
 What is equally significant is that it was one of these Welsh Labour MPs that was rejecting the proposed positions in the first place, perhaps the likes of Bevan and others who were not supportive of this position being created, understood the importance of keeping Wales and England united politically for the mean time. What Bevan is getting at is that the issues in Wales and England were solvable if they as Labour MPS worked together, similar to that of the industrial and economic issues surrounding Wales at the same time, and that the separation of these issues with new positions would in fact make it even more difficult to fix them in both the long and short term.
Another reason as to why the position of a ‘Secretary of Wales’ could have been put down to the representation that Wales had within Parliament at the time. During the 1945 general election, Labour candidates had managed to secure 25 out of the 36 seats available in Wales, John Evans later goes on to state that “Labour was a force in the rural areas as well as in the industrial area and on its way to becoming a truly nationalist party”.
 This offers another angle as to why this idea had been refused, because Wales was now equally represented across both lifestyles, so candidates of both rural and urban constituencies would have equal chance to voice concerns within parliament, Evans notes that “Welsh MPs figured prominently in the new government” so were able to have that chance.

Idris Jones, a former Grammar school headmaster, poses a similar notion that all of these changes that Wales had undergone had transformed it into what he calls the “new Wales”. However, he does not believe that this new Wales is in fact good for the nation, his observations indicates that Wales was “differing profoundly… turning their backs on their ways… severing their cultural connections”.
 I believe that Idris is referring to the growth in different varieties of industry within Wales, industry that is not a part of this perceived notion of Welsh culture and identity that Idris believes has been set aside. However, the fact that Welsh MPs were demanding the position of ‘Secretary of Wales’ to be created does indeed go against Welsh culture and history which was to be solely ruled by England. Morgan does present a very accurate summary that Wales did have a strong link to its historical and cultural identity, but I would argue that Wales gave nothing up of its identity during this period as Idris seems to suggest. I would argue that although Idris’ work would be crucial to consider if we were assessing up to the time of the 1960’s, as we are doing in this part, but it shows that Idris’ work does not truly sum up the history of Wales across the whole period in terms of reactions towards Welsh identity. Welsh identity was not severed but this rejuvenation to the area in fact allowed it to continue to some decent degree, that if left would have collapsed and ruined the nation. I feel Idris is being very bias here and does not fully understand what all this outside support did for the nation in its fullest capacity.
Although we have seen how Welsh MP’s have fought to establish more devolved powers and authority back into Wales, Welsh MP’s have even tried to go even further to establish a more independently ran Government for Wales in the form of full independence. Paul Ward, a senior History lecturer at the University of Huddersfield,
 has discussed the complex relationship that exists between Welshness and political nationalism.
 The idea of ‘Welshness’ seems to stem from these feelings of nationalistic pride that are emitted through cultural events such as the Eisteddfod, a concept that Ward also supports. However, caution must be taken when feelings of extreme nationalism begin to raise their head. Ward has also noted how Plaid Cymru deemed themselves as the party “to be the real heart of Wales” but goes on to establish that they were not alone, and that “all the major British parties represented Welshness”.
 Playing off of peoples nationalistic and patriotic feelings is not new to politics, with more recent parties like UKIP using peoples fear of immigrants and how they seem to be ‘stealing peoples jobs’ in order to gain support during the elections. Although there may be feelings of nationalistic pride amongst a select few politicians, I feel that many people and politicians realise how impractical such a complete severing of unification would be both to Wales and England. 
In summary, the combined contribution of the British Government involving itself in the Welsh economy and its industry had increased the overall output of “23 per cent between 1948 and 1954, compared with only 18 per cent for Britain as a whole.”
 This is a testament to how important some government involvement would be in Welsh politics as their successes were only possible thanks to their support and guiding hand. There was also sense behind the Labour MPs decision to delay the proposed ‘Secretary of Wales’ position, as the rejection at the time had allowed enough government involvement to guide Wales to recover the way that it did. Kenneth Morgan highlights how companies and businesses were thriving during the 1950’s, highlighting how important a united Wales and England truly was during the post-war slump that had affected them both. Because of this, we can see that the mood of the time within Wales was not one of complete separation, but of a mood that was to begin to request some form of devolutionary powers to improve Wales for the better. Although devolutionary powers were not given instantly, I would argue that it was the right move to restrict the more larger requests linked to devolution until after both countries had recovered enough that the British Government no longer had to heavily involve itself as it did prior. 


The push for some form of devolution to take place in Wales does not begin with the end of the Second World War. In fact, there have been signs for a push towards devolution in Wales stemming back to the end of the 19th century, according to the National Assembly for Wales’ history page.
 However, I wish to address two periods where devolution has been voted on within Wales, and whether the outcomes of those votes support Morgans claim. Before going into detail about whether Wales wishes or wished for devolutionary powers or a complete separation I believe it is crucial to understand the difference between the two. Richard Rawlings, a professor in the School of Law and Politics at Cardiff University,
 highlights that the act of devolution “is not divorce”
 We can see right away that the concept of devolution does, to some extent, support Morgans statement that Wales was unionist, but still desired its own ability to have some form of power within Wales rather than Westminster. Rawlings makes his decision known by highlighting how important Wales and England are to one another, and that independence will only bring further complications.
 Although Rawlings opinion may come across as having some sort of bias towards devolution, the Welsh Office/Office of the Deputy Prime Minister is quoted to have said that there “is a close working relationship between the UK Government and the Welsh Assembly Government at both ministerial and official levels”,
 if there was indeed great feelings of independence within the Welsh Assembly then surely there would be clear indications to suggest such emotion.
With that being said, I wish to discuss the more recent demands for Devolution which were put to a national vote twice. The first of these votes took place in 1979, with the Welsh Devolution Referendum. The result saw that only a marginal percentage of voters were in support of devolution in Wales, with only 20.3% of the near 1.2 million people who turned out actually voting in favour of devolution.
 This shows us that there was indeed some national feeling that the public were in favour of Wales receiving more devolved powers, but the large majority of Wales were not in support of such action. The outcome of this vote does in fact support Morgans statement that Wales was, at the time of his publication, a unionist nation in terms of its economy and politics.  
On the other hand, we can argue that national support for devolution later increased in popularity when it came to the second vote in 1997.
 Within less that twenty years, we see a change in feeling within Wales, and that more people within Wales were in support of devolution. Although there was not a majority vote in favour for or against, the ‘yes’ vote won by a marginal .3%.
 What we can take from this figure is that Wales at this point was split in terms of what future it wished to create, and the fact that there is no clear majority in terms of the vote it suggests that Wales was both in favour of unionism but also in favour of devolution. Yet no matter the outcome, the result would still result in Wales being part of the union, and still have the majority of decisions made by the British Government.
In conclusion, if we are to readdress Morgans statement we can clearly see that the political and economic benefits that had been brought to Wales thanks to the UK Government clearly indicates a unionist ideology. We have seen the strong helping hand that the British Government had given to Wales following the Second World War in order to secure a healthy and vibrant economy for the nation, and indeed strengthen the union of both countries in turn. Yet running alongside such actions, we see these strong unionist ideas being dissipated in favour of the growing request for Wales to have more control over what laws can or cannot be passed for the nation. We can also argue that the request to devolve powers that were originally held by the UK Government to the Welsh Office was in fact contrary to this idea of complete unionism in its fullest and broadest sense, yet at the time Morgans work was published, national votes on devolution supported the claims that Wales was indeed unionist in terms of its politics and economy. However, in later years we see this gradually change to see a nation in favour of devolution, but still support the union. I prefer to state that Wales, as a majority, are a unionist nation, yet I believe Wales should still have the ability to make and alter rules that affect the Welsh people in particular. Having laws and regulations made by both the UK Government and the Welsh Assembly ensures that Wales benefits equally from the union but also gives Wales some degree of freedom that ultimately makes Wales function the way it does.
Word Count: 3005
Bibliography:
Primary Sources:

R. Dewdney on behalf of the U.K. Government, Results of Devolution Referendums (1979 &1997), [published 10th November 1997], accessed via the following link: researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/RP97-113/RP97-113.pdf, last accessed on 03/05/2018.
Secondary Sources:

Evans, J. G., Devolution in Wales: Claims and Response, 1937-1979, (Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 2006).

Jones, G. E., Modern Wales: A Concise History, [First edition], (Great Britain, Cambridge University Press, 1984).
Jones, G. E., Modern Wales: A Concise History, [Second edition], (Great Britain, Cambridge University Press,1994).

Jones, I., Modern Welsh History: From 1485 to the Present Day, [third edition], (London, G. Bell and Sons Ltd., 1965).

Morgan, K.O., Rebirth of a Nation: A History of Modern Wales, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1981).
Rawlings, R., Delineating Wales: Constitutional, Legal and Administrative Aspects of National Devolution, (Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 2003).
Ward, P., Unionism in the United Kingdom, 1918-1974, (Great Britain, Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2005).
Online Sources:

     National Assembly for Wales, History of Welsh Devolution, [publishing date unknown], accessed via the following link: http://www.assembly.wales/en/abthome/role-of-assembly-how-it-works/Pages/history-welsh-devolution.aspx, last accessed on 26/03/2018.
     Palgrave macmillan, Unionism in the United Kingdom, 1918-1974: About the Author, [published in 2005], accessed via the following link: https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781403938275#aboutAuthors, last accessed on 30/04/2018.

     Thomas, R., for Cardiff University’s Wales Governance Centre, Professor Richard Rawlings made Honorary Distinguished Professor, [published 17/08/2016], accessed via the following link: http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/wgc/2016/08/17/professor-richard-rawlings-made-honorary-distinguished-professor/, last accessed on 26/03/2018.
     Welsh Government, LawWales: Historical timeline of Welsh law, [publishing date unknown], accessed via the following link: http://law.gov.wales/constitution-government/how-welsh-laws-made/timeline-welsh-law/?lang=en#/constitution-government/how-welsh-laws-made/timeline-welsh-law/?tab=overview&lang=en, last accessed on 30/04/2018.
� Welsh Government, LawWales: Historical timeline of Welsh law, [publishing date unknown], accessed via the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://law.gov.wales/constitution-government/how-welsh-laws-made/timeline-welsh-law/?lang=en#/constitution-government/how-welsh-laws-made/timeline-welsh-law/?tab=overview&lang=en" �http://law.gov.wales/constitution-government/how-welsh-laws-made/timeline-welsh-law/?lang=en#/constitution-government/how-welsh-laws-made/timeline-welsh-law/?tab=overview&lang=en�, last accessed on 30/04/2018.


� K.O. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: A History of Modern Wales, (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1981), p. 308.


� G. E. Jones, Modern Wales: A Concise History, [first and second edition], (Great Britain, Cambridge University Press, 1984 & 1994), p. 188 in both editions.


� G. E. Jones, Modern Wales, [second edition], (Great Britain, Cambridge University Press, 1994), p. iii.


� Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation, p. 312.


� Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation, p 307.


� Jones, Modern Wales, [second edition], p. 188.


� Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation, p. 312.


� Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation, p. 24.


� J. G. Evans, Devolution in Wales: Claims and Response, 1937-1979, (Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 2006), p. 23.


� Evans, Devolution in Wales, p. 23.


� I. Jones, Modern Welsh History: From 1485 to the Present Day, [third edition], (London, G. Bell and Sons Ltd., 1965), p. 290.


� Palgrave macmillan, Unionism in the United Kingdom, 1918-1974: About the Author, [published in 2005], accessed via the following link: � HYPERLINK "https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781403938275#aboutAuthors" �https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781403938275#aboutAuthors�, last accessed on 30/04/2018.


� P. Ward, Unionism in the United Kingdom, 1918-1974, (Great Britain, Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2005), p. 73.


� P. Ward, Unionism in the United Kingdom, p. 73.


� Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation, p. 314.


� National Assembly for Wales, History of Welsh Devolution, [publishing date unknown], accessed via the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.assembly.wales/en/abthome/role-of-assembly-how-it-works/Pages/history-welsh-devolution.aspx" �http://www.assembly.wales/en/abthome/role-of-assembly-how-it-works/Pages/history-welsh-devolution.aspx�, last accessed on 26/03/2018.


� R. Thomas for Cardiff University’s Wales Governance Centre, Professor Richard Rawlings made Honorary Distinguished Professor, [published 17/08/2016], accessed via the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/wgc/2016/08/17/professor-richard-rawlings-made-honorary-distinguished-professor/" �http://sites.cardiff.ac.uk/wgc/2016/08/17/professor-richard-rawlings-made-honorary-distinguished-professor/�, last accessed on 26/03/2018.


� R. Rawlings, Delineating Wales: Constitutional, Legal and Administrative Aspects of National Devolution, (Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 2003), p. 389.


� Rawlings, Delineating Wales, p. 389.


� Quote taken from Rawlings, Delineating Wales, p. 389.


� R. Dewdney on behalf of the U.K. Government, Results of Devolution Referendums (1979 &1997): ‘Table 5: Welsh Devolution Referendum, 1 March 1979’, [published 10th November 1997], accessed via the following link: researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/RP97-113/RP97-113.pdf, last accessed on 03/05/2018, p. 15.


� Results of Devolution Referendums (1979-1997): ‘Table 6: Welsh Assembly Referendum, 18 September 1997’, [published 10th November 1997], accessed via the following link: researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/RP97-113/RP97-113.pdf, last accessed on 03/05/2018, p. 16.


� See above reference





