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Multilingualism, multi-thinking

Introduction

Hello and welcome to this presentation on Multilingualism and multi-thinking, module
number ECEY4004 my name is Pandora Oates student number 2317746.

Section 1 Definition and benefits of being bilingual.

Pert and Bradley (2018) states that bilingualism is an umbrella term that covers the
concept of multilingualism and multi-modal languages such as Makaton. RCSLT
(2024) defines a bilingual as an individual with the ability to develop communication
skills in more than one language with varying proficiency including oral and/or written
forms, and that an individual should be regarded bilingual regardless of how much of
these languages they understand or use. Baker (2000) agrees, stating that being
bilingual does not mean that an individual is equally fluency in both languages,
adding that fluency can change over one’s lifetime. Ludden (2016) adds that many
bilinguals also use codeswitching when communicating, switching between
languages in a single sentence, stating this is often observed in bilingual children.
Kohnert, et. al. (2021) says that language should be thought of as a multi-faceted
social tool which is constantly evolving and therefor there cannot be one single

definition for bilingualism.

One advantage to being bilingual as highlighted by Byers-Heinlein and Lew-Williams
(2018) is that bilingual children seem have a deeper social understanding, as young
bilingual children are more in tune to certain characteristics of communication such

as intonation and tone and seem to better understand the needs and perspectives of



others. This is possibly because these children have had to navigate their social
world adapting their language to different people and scenarios according to Byers-
Heinlein and Lew-William (2018).

Marian and Shook (2012) posits that bilingual people may also benefit from better
cognitive control as they appear to have sharper focus and find task-switching easier
than their monolingual counter parts. Marian and Shook (2012) states that bilinguals
undertaking the ‘Stroop test’ seem to be able to ignore competing perceptual

information and answer quicker than monolinguals.

Section 2 brain development and divergent thinking

Kuipers and Thierry (2015) states that bilingual children may have a more acute
phonological awareness, as areas of the brain such as the auditory cortex linked to
language acquisition appear enhanced in bilingual children. Hofmann (2020) concurs
that recent brain studies have shown both increased connectivity in the Brocas and
Wernicks areas of bilingual brains, responsible for language production, processing
and comprehension. Wong, et al. (2015) also found that neural images from
bilinguals had greater amounts of grey and white matter compared to monolinguals,
leading them to believe that it is possible that bilinguals may have increased
attention and cognitive control. Friesen and Bialystok (2013) agreed that the bilingual
brain was healthier and might demonstrate better cognitive control needed for tasks
such as problem solving, however bilingual children may also be at a disadvantage
in lexical representation, with monolingual children showing greater verbal fluency
especially in timed tasks to that of bilingual children. Friesen and Bialystok (2013)
This may be because bilingual children do not have the crystallized intelligence such

as vocabulary knowledge to call upon.

Robinson (2016) describes divergent thinking as having the ability to think laterally
and to question or answer in a variety of ways. Robinson (2016) states divergent
thinking is innate in young children but declines as they progressed on their
educational journey. Huffmann and Russ (2011) links divergent thinking to play and

creativity, stating that play is about practicing and making associations.

Sobecks (2020) describes Chomsky’s Language Acquisition Device theory as the

brain’s architecture having the natural ability to learn and use language. According to



Espinosa (2013) newborn babies can distinguish between sounds in language.
Petitto, et al. (2012) posits that studies carried out on bilingual infants demonstrated
they had innate abilities to process, hear and learn multiple languages, as well as
enhanced brain plasticity. Bruner (1983) suggests that children also need adult
intervention to support language development and developed LASS (Language
Acquisition Support System), influenced by Vygotsky’s (1962) Zone of Proximal

Development.

My group activity supports divergent thinking as the children were presented with
loose parts and play dough to create a home for their mini beasts. The play dough
also provides a rich sensory experience. Vygotsky (1962) suggests that creative and
lived experiences are an integral part of play. Robinson (2016) also expresses the
importance of collaboration for divergent thinking to support learning. Bandura’s
social learning theory; MacBlain (2022) also emphasises the importance of social
relationships as part of the learning process suggesting that people learn through

observation, imitation, and modelling others’ behaviours.

Section 3 Support children EAL

To support EAL children in early years, it is important for practitioners to understand
the unique characteristics that each child brings to the setting including their culture,
family’s heritage and language (Chamers and Crisfield, 2019). The National Literacy
Trust (2022) states that there are more children in the world growing up either
bilingual or multilingual — Lee (2015) and Ludden (2016) suggest that this is due to
factors such as migration, intermarriage and education. Cultural capital is the
knowledge, behaviours and skills a child refers to for success in education and
society and shapes their overall identity (Early Education, 2021). Schools,
community and families are part of a child’s ‘microsystem’ and have a direct
influence on a child’s development according to Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological system
(Pound, 2009). Building positive relationships are crucial with both the child and their
family (EYFS 2023) practitioners need to give families the chance to share what is
important to them. This supports practitioners in understanding a child’s interests and
difficulties, and to plan relevant and stimulating learning experiences (Early

Education, 2021). My activity | used dual language to greet (czesc/hello) and praise



(dobry/good) to welcome and support the self-esteem of the children. The use of
verbs in the activity is important for language development and grammatical skills,
valuable to both monolingual and bilingual children (Hsu, 2017). The combination of
targeted translation and total physical response also support inclusive practice.
Ashers (1969) Total Physical Response Strategy links words to actions, helping to
consolidate the learning. While singing slows down the language and repetition helps
the children with their phonological awareness and builds a connection between
practitioner and child (Dyke, 2019). The EYFS (2023) states that practitioners need
to teach a good standard of English language as well as to take reasonable steps in
providing opportunities for children to use their home language in play and learning.
EMAS (no date) states that schools should actively inspire children to use their home
language as much as possible and encourage parents to converse with their children
in their native tongue, as this strengthens the second language's foundation, without
which both first and second language acquisition could be delayed. A failure to
celebrate and encourage the diverse mix of languages coming into our schools could
lead to language attrition according to Unicef (2016). The immersion method to
learning language as used by Wales is seen as important for both the preservation
language and culture (Welsh government, 2022). Article 30 of the UNCRC states
that children have the right to use their own language, culture and religion — even if
these are not used by not people in the country where they live, and article 8
expresses the right of children to their own identity (Childrens Commissioner for
Wales, 2024).

Summary

In summary, a child’s language acquisition and thinking skills are linked to and
supported by the experiences afforded to them by their families as well as

educational professionals.

Thank you for your time today and goodbye, dziekuje | do widzenia.



Reference List

Asher, J.J. (1969) “The Total Physical Response Approach to Second Language
Learning,” The Modern language journal (Boulder, Colo.), 53(1), pp. 3—17. Available
at: https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1540-4781.1969.tb04552.x. Accessed 14.th April 2024

Baker, C. (2000) The Care and Education of Young Bilinguals: An Introduction for

Professionals. 2™ edition, Clevedon, Multilingualism Matters Ltd
Bruner, J (1983) Child’s Talk. Oxford, Oxford University Press

Byers-Heinlein, K. and Lew-Williams, C. (2018) Bilingualism in Early Years, What the
Science says, Learn Landsc. Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6168212/ Accessed 17" April 2024

Charmers, H and Crisfield, E. (2019). Drawing on linguistic and cultural capital to
create positive learning cultures for EAL learners. Available at:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331652130 Drawing on linquistic and cu

ltural capital to create positive learning cultures for EAL learners Accessed 21st

April 2024

Dyke, J. (2019) Songs, rhymes and finger play. Frobel Trust Available at:
https://www.froebel.org.uk/uploads/documents/FT-Songs-Rhymes-and-Finger-Plays-
Pamphlet.pdf Accessed 21st April 2024

Early Education (2021) Cultural Capital. Available at: https://early-
education.org.uk/cultural-capital/ Access 21th April 2024

EMAS (NO DATE). Understanding the steps of learning for children with English as

an Additional Language in Early Years. Available at: https://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/sites/default/files/migrated/article/inline/Understanding%20the%20Stage
$%200f%20Learning%20for%20Children%20with%20EAL .pdf Accessed 20 April
2024

Espinosa, L.M. (2015) Global Education Review. Challenges and Benefits of Early
Bilingualism in the United States’ Context. University of Missouri-Columbia. Pages
40-53 Availble at: https://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/view/120 Accessed 20th
April 2024



https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1969.tb04552.x
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6168212/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331652130_Drawing_on_linguistic_and_cultural_capital_to_create_positive_learning_cultures_for_EAL_learners%20Accessed%2021st%20April%202024
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331652130_Drawing_on_linguistic_and_cultural_capital_to_create_positive_learning_cultures_for_EAL_learners%20Accessed%2021st%20April%202024
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331652130_Drawing_on_linguistic_and_cultural_capital_to_create_positive_learning_cultures_for_EAL_learners%20Accessed%2021st%20April%202024
https://www.froebel.org.uk/uploads/documents/FT-Songs-Rhymes-and-Finger-Plays-Pamphlet.pdf%20%20Accessed%2021st%20April%202024
https://www.froebel.org.uk/uploads/documents/FT-Songs-Rhymes-and-Finger-Plays-Pamphlet.pdf%20%20Accessed%2021st%20April%202024
https://early-education.org.uk/cultural-capital/
https://early-education.org.uk/cultural-capital/
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/default/files/migrated/article/inline/Understanding%20the%20Stages%20of%20Learning%20for%20Children%20with%20EAL.pdf
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/default/files/migrated/article/inline/Understanding%20the%20Stages%20of%20Learning%20for%20Children%20with%20EAL.pdf
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/default/files/migrated/article/inline/Understanding%20the%20Stages%20of%20Learning%20for%20Children%20with%20EAL.pdf
https://ger.mercy.edu/index.php/ger/article/view/120

Friesen, D and Bialystok, E. (2013) Innovative Research and Practices in Second

Language and Bilingualism, Philadelphia, John Benjamin Publishing Company

Hoffmann, J. and Russ, S. (2011) Pretend Play, Creativity and Emotional Regulation
in Children. Available at:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232559599 Pretend Play Creativity and
Emotion_Regulation_in_Children Accessed 20th April 2024

Hofmann, C.(2020) A literature review examining the effects of bilingualism in
individuals who stutter, Available at:
https://digitalcommons.murraystate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1034&context=h
onorstheses Accessed 20" April 2024

Hoffmann, J. and Russ, S. (2011) Pretend Play, Creativity and Emotional Regulation
in Children. Available at:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232559599 Pretend Play Creativity and
Emotion_Requlation_in_Children Accessed 20th April 2024

Kohnert. K. Kerry, E. and Giang, P. (2021) Language disorder in bilingual children
and adults, 3™ Edition. San Diego, Plural Publishing Inc.

Kuipers, J.R. and Thierry, G. (2015) Bilingualism and increased attention to speech:
Evidence from event-related potentials, Available at:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2015.07.004. Accessed 20" April 2024

Lee, M., Shetgiri, R., Barina, A., Tillitski, J., & Flores, G. (2015). Raising Bilingual
Children: A Qualitative Study of Parental Attitudes, Beliefs, and Intended Behaviors.
Hispanic Journal of Behavioral Sciences, 37(4), 503-521.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739986315602669

Ludden, D. (2016) The Psychology of Language, an integrated approach. London,
Sage

MacBlain, S. (2022).Learning Theories for Early Years Practice. 2" Edition. London.
Sage Publishing

Marian, V. Shook, A. (2012) The cognitive benefits of being bilingual. Cerebrum.
Available at; https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3583091/ Access 17t
April 2024



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232559599_Pretend_Play_Creativity_and_Emotion_Regulation_in_Children
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232559599_Pretend_Play_Creativity_and_Emotion_Regulation_in_Children
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232559599_Pretend_Play_Creativity_and_Emotion_Regulation_in_Children
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232559599_Pretend_Play_Creativity_and_Emotion_Regulation_in_Children
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2015.07.004
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739986315602669
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3583091/

National literacy Trust (2022) Understanding Multilingualism in the Early Years.

Available at: https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/understanding-multilingualism-

early-years/ Accessed 17t April 2024

Sobecks, B.(2020) Brain Matters, Language Acquisitiion Device and the Origin of
Language, University of lllinois Available at:
https://ugresearchjournals.illinois.edu/index.php/brainmatters/article/view/689/615
Accessed 20th April 2024

Pert, S., & Bradley, B. (2018). Clinical Guidelines for Speech and Language
Therapists: Bilingualism: Working with bilingual clients/patients with speech,
language and communication needs. Royal College of Speech and Language
Therapists. Available at:
https://pure.manchester.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/69559895/mainbilinqualism_1_.pd
f Accessed 17th April 2024

Petitto, L.A. Berens, M.S. Kovelmann, I. DubIns. M. H. Jasinska, K. Shalinsky, M.
(2011) Brain and Language, The “Perceptual Wedge Hupothesis” as the basis for
bilingual babies’ phonetic processing advantage: New insights from fNIRS brain
imaging. Pages 130-143. Available at:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0093934X11001027 Accessed
20th April 2024

Pound, L. (2009) How children learn 3, contempory thinking and theorists. London,
Step Forward

RCSALT (2024) Definition of Bilingualism. Available at: https://www.rcslt.org/speech-

and-lanquaqge-therapy/clinical-

information/bilinqualism/#:~:text=characteristics%200f%20bilingualism%3A-
Bilingualism%?20is%20the%20ability%20to%20understand%20and%2F or%20use%
20two,they%20have%20in%20either%20language. Accessed 18" April 2024

Robinson, K. (2016) Divergent Thinking Ken Robinson [video], Available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHMUXFdBzik Accessed 20" April 2024

UK Government. (2024) Early years foundation stage statutory framework. Available
at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65aa5e42ed27ca001327b2c7/EYFS



https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/understanding-multilingualism-early-years/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/understanding-multilingualism-early-years/
https://ugresearchjournals.illinois.edu/index.php/brainmatters/article/view/689/615
https://pure.manchester.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/69559895/mainbilingualism_1_.pdf
https://pure.manchester.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/69559895/mainbilingualism_1_.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0093934X11001027
https://www.rcslt.org/speech-and-language-therapy/clinical-information/bilingualism/#:~:text=characteristics%20of%20bilingualism%3A-,Bilingualism%20is%20the%20ability%20to%20understand%20and%2For%20use%20two,they%20have%20in%20either%20language
https://www.rcslt.org/speech-and-language-therapy/clinical-information/bilingualism/#:~:text=characteristics%20of%20bilingualism%3A-,Bilingualism%20is%20the%20ability%20to%20understand%20and%2For%20use%20two,they%20have%20in%20either%20language
https://www.rcslt.org/speech-and-language-therapy/clinical-information/bilingualism/#:~:text=characteristics%20of%20bilingualism%3A-,Bilingualism%20is%20the%20ability%20to%20understand%20and%2For%20use%20two,they%20have%20in%20either%20language
https://www.rcslt.org/speech-and-language-therapy/clinical-information/bilingualism/#:~:text=characteristics%20of%20bilingualism%3A-,Bilingualism%20is%20the%20ability%20to%20understand%20and%2For%20use%20two,they%20have%20in%20either%20language
https://www.rcslt.org/speech-and-language-therapy/clinical-information/bilingualism/#:~:text=characteristics%20of%20bilingualism%3A-,Bilingualism%20is%20the%20ability%20to%20understand%20and%2For%20use%20two,they%20have%20in%20either%20language
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHMUXFdBzik
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65aa5e42ed27ca001327b2c7/EYFS_statutory_framework_for_group_and_school_based_providers.pdf

statutory framework for group and school based providers.pdf Accessed 14t
April 2024

UNICEF. (2016) The impact of lanquage policy and practice on children’s learning,

Available at: https://www.unicef.org/esa/sites/unicef.org.esa/files/2018-09/UNICEF-

2016-Language-and-Learning-Executive-Summary.pdf Accessed 21th April 2024

Vygotsky, L.S. (1962). Thought and language. Cambridge, MIT Press.

Welsh Government. (NO DATE) Children’s Commissioner of Wales. Children’s
Rights. Available at: https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-
rights/#:~:text=In%202011%20Wales%20became%20the ,part%200f%20its%20dom
estic%20law. Accessed 21th April 2024

Wong, B. Bin, Y and O’Brain, B. (2016). Neurolinguistics: Structure, Function, and
Connectivity in the Bilingual Brain. Available at:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4736376/#B63 Accessed 20" April
2024



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65aa5e42ed27ca001327b2c7/EYFS_statutory_framework_for_group_and_school_based_providers.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/esa/sites/unicef.org.esa/files/2018-09/UNICEF-2016-Language-and-Learning-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/esa/sites/unicef.org.esa/files/2018-09/UNICEF-2016-Language-and-Learning-Executive-Summary.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/#:~:text=In%202011%20Wales%20became%20the,part%20of%20its%20domestic%20law
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/#:~:text=In%202011%20Wales%20became%20the,part%20of%20its%20domestic%20law
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/#:~:text=In%202011%20Wales%20became%20the,part%20of%20its%20domestic%20law
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4736376/#B63

