
The purpose of this assignment is to create a SWOT analysis of the student chosen academic skill. The chosen academic skill that will be analysed is Harvard referencing. A swot analysis is a planning tool that, when used, can identify individual strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. The student has developed an increased awareness of the importance of Harvard referencing through the study of PAPD module . Harvard referencing is introduced in higher education, according to (the University of Leed,2025),referencing puts your work in context, shows the depth of your research, and helps you avoid plagiarism. Harvard referencing skills are essential in higher education, as they show readers where to locate original sources and demonstrate academic honesty. This skill is imperative for the future of health and social care practice, as it helps develop evidence based practice and ensures that all healthcare workers apply accurate facts and make safe decisions for patients.


One key skill that ensures a great outcome for the student's higher education is the ability to demonstrate basic digital literacy, such as using Word and moodle.  By attending the lecture class, the student has become aware of the need for digital literacy. By accessing learning material online via moodle, the student is encouraged to engage in self-study. By attending lecturer led classes and accessing digital materials, the student gained a great deal of knowledge about the importance of harvard referencing in their academic journey, and it is now seen as an essential part of their higher education. The student has applied harvard referencing in their assignment, although accuracy has not always been achieved ,the student  has attempted to include in text citations and a reference list in all of their submitted work. The student demonstrating willingness to engage in the lecture class shows their proactive approach to learning, even when they are unfamiliar with what they are being taught in the lecture class. According to (Mcleod,2025) it is vitally important to demonstrate active engagement in learning. Feedback received from the student submitted assignment in PAPD module has been used to identify weaknesses in referencing. Access to digital material  through the university moodle is helpful to the student ,this encourages self study the student recognises that self study promotes self discipline and critical thinking.Also, self study encourages the student to retain knowledge, it enables the student to study at their own pace and comfort. Incorporating self study will help the student understand the assignments given and what is required of them to demonstrate educational success. Another opportunity is receiving peer support from classmates,for the student this has been a positive experience.  Receiving peer support has helped the student to  explore other helpful resources they may not have considered before, and this has had a positive impact on their educational journey.	
 The student frequently experiences uncertainty when formatting, including punctuation and the correct referencing structure. This is seen as a weakness. This suggests that while the purpose of harvard referencing is understood, its use of Harvard referencing remains underdeveloped for the student,. This issue is linked to the student returning to education after a long gap ,the student lacks familiarity with the current referencing convention. As a result, when given an assignment that requires references to articles, journals, and multiple authors, it can feel complex. The student often relies on the harvard referencing guides, in both digital and hard copy formats, to help them create references in their assignment. While these resources are helpful, the over reliance indicates the student has not internalised the formatting of harvard referencing. For the student, this can lead to hesitation when completing work. This hesitation affects the student's time management, as they have to balance academic work with external responsibilities. This result in rushed work which can increase errors , according to (The University of Sheffield ,2024) ,time management is seen as perhaps the single most imperative and challenging skill to develop as a student. As a mature student, organising their time is crucial; the student will need to be mindful as it has been shown to  be a concern when studying.Not enough time planning and studying to gain knowledge can have a negative effect on the student mental health.

The student has access to a lot of opportunities that can improve and support their understanding of how to apply harvard referencing correctly. At the university, there are many resources available, such as library guides and online study skills, which the student has booked and found valuable.There are online tools provided by the university moodle ,that can help the student to understand further the structure of  harvard referencing. Feedback from the lecturer on assignments submitted in the PAPD module is another opportunity to learn.According to the( University of Oxford, 2024), effective feedback has a strong influence on student learning.The student when given feedback, views it as an opportunity to improve their education journey. The student is aware that repeated practice across all assignments can help them build more confidence not only in referencing correctly but also in improving their academic writing. As the student continues to study in higher education, they develop self regulated learning, which is vital for future academic success. Repeated exposure to harvard referencing whilst studying, especially for a mature student, will have a positive effect on their academic journey, and it will build academic competence. The digital tools available for access within the university moodle will provide an opportunity for efficiency.

Despite these opportunities, there are a few threats that may impact the student's ability to develop a good understanding of Harvard referencing skills. As a mature student returning to education, with work and family commitments, this can add pressure as the student faces competing responsibilities. The student, at times, faces limited time to engage with the reference requirement, leading to rushed work being submitted. Another threat is hesitation when using Harvard referencing, as there are specific requirements for applying it to written work. As a result, the student takes a long time to complete their given assignments. The student has at times experienced self doubt as a mature student returning to the education system, finding Harvard referencing, with its rules and technical requirements, difficult to apply.  According to (Mcleod,2025), gaining knowledge involves a continuous cycle of experience.Harvard referencing is seen by the student as complex, as there are various ways to apply referencing with their written work ,for example quoting from a book will be written differently than quoting from a website. Additionally, the student will be at risk of unintentional plagiarism if the correct formatting does not meet the standard requirements, which is unsettling for the student  this can affect educational performance. The requirement to apply referencing in the correct format adds additional pressure when writing assignments.Organising and planning study time throughout the week can be challenging for the student, which is seen as a barrier to achieving academic success.

This SWOT analysis demonstrates that the student has developed a basic understanding of what harvard referencing is.The student was able to develop awareness of havard referencing through PAPD module. With the accessibility of digital resources and the opportunity to book study skills at a time that’s suitable for the student.This has given the student the ability and resilience to continue their education journey, regardless of any negative outcomes in their written work. Returning to the education system as a mature student, the student brings self awareness and motivation, which has had a positive influence on skill development.  However, there are clear opportunities for improvement by seeking academic support more often and applying continuous practice. If the student is able to prioritise their time and give more practice to formatting, they will be able to develop greater confidence and improve their time management.By adopting a more structured and organised approach to Harvard referencing, the student can overcome their threat and succeed in their educational journey.Overall harvard referencing remains a new and developing skill for the student , as the student seeks support and continued effort in their studies. The Student has the potential to overcome any negative experiences in their academic journey by being mindful of their mental health and practising good time management. Harvard referencing potentially can be the student's academic strength in the near future with good practice.
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