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Hello, I am Kate Fakher (student number 2503116), the Designated Safeguarding Lead from Joseph’s setting. According to Safeguarding Union (2026), the purpose of a Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is to lead on safeguarding matters within my setting, coordinate the responses to disclosures, allegations and concerns, ensuring that it is compliant with safeguarding laws and statutory guidance and to help support and train colleagues with recognising and responding to concerns. 
Additionally, according to Section 20 (1) of the Children and Young Persons Act (2008), there must be a designated member of staff to have responsibility for promoting the educational achievement of registered pupils at the school (Legislation.gov, 2018) Through this Act, the needs of Joseph are not being met.
It was brought to my attention by Eve that there has been a significant change in Joseph’s behaviour over the last month and he has presented as being more withdrawn, quieter and emotionally affected. He is arriving to school with poor hygiene and dirty clothes which Mum has been unable to provide an explanation. Due to these reasons, I am led to believe there are indicators of neglect within the household. Neglect is defined as the continuing failure to meet a child’s basic needs (NSPCC, 2026) and additionally noted by Safeguarding Network (2026), as the ongoing inability to provide for a child’s essential physical or emotional needs, in ways that are likely to cause harm to their health or overall development.
The concerns regarding Joseph’s emotional wellbeing are due to his presentation of the change in his behaviour. According to the NSPCC (2026a), these signs of withdrawal can be due to families experiencing difficulties at home. Additionally, according to the Working Together to Safeguard Children (2026), the ongoing emotional or psychological mistreatment of a child that results in significant and lasting harm to their emotional growth and development is classed as emotional abuse. When Joseph’s mum was approached to receive any help, she did not disclose any changes to the home environment.
Also, he arrived at school this morning with an unknown male who presented with a strong smell of alcohol which was noticed by Eve, the class teacher who is also present in this meeting here today. This has raised further safeguarding concerns for Joseph. Public Health England (2018), states that parental alcohol abuse can have a negative impact on a child’s physical and emotional well-being and can impact children by poor school attendance due to the lack of appropriate caring responsibilities. Additionally, Public Health Wales (n.d.), has identified a link that by growing up in families with alcohol misuse can have negative impacts throughout a child’s life.
Furthermore, as a school we are aware of his younger sister Emily within the family who may also be at risk. She is only known to the school through Joseph and as a school we are unable to provide any information about her however, I believe there is also a risk to Emily’s well-being, the families Health Visitor, Summer is also here today who has been in contact with Emily since birth. Through the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) we, as a school have no access to any documentation concerning Emily’s welfare as this would not be relevant to what is necessary for us to have access to (Gov.uk, n.d.).
As the DSL, following the appropriate legal framework is essential. The Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act (2014) places a duty on professionals to safeguard and promote the well-being of children and communicating with other agencies regarding the concerns raised (Legislation.gov, 2014). Also, pertaining to guidance from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), Article 3, that the best interests of the child must be the top priority; Article 19, protection from all forms of violence, abuse and neglect and also Article 24, the right to the best possible health and health services including clean water and nutritious food, a clean environment and education on health and well-being as that children can stay healthy (UNCRC, 2019).
Furthermore, according to Section 157 of the Education Act 2002, the welfare, health and safety of pupils is paramount and the standards that are required to be met under this Act. Also, the Human Rights Act 1998, includes that the right to protect health is also another priority and I believe that Joseph’s needs falls under the category that his health needs are not being met (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2021).
Finally, contextual awareness can encourage multi-agency collaboration to identify risks which can improve long-term outcomes (Safeguarding Network, 2026a). This can also be linked to the works of Bronfenbrenner where he discusses the emphasis of a child’s immediate network and the impact this has on their development and that supportive environments can enhance children’s learning and well-being (Early Years TV, n.d.).
It is my opinion that Joseph and potentially Emily are subject to a risk of harm through neglect and emotional abuse.
Thank you, I will now pass back to Mollie.
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