 Loveplay Review
[bookmark: _GoBack]From what I understood of Loveplay, it looks at how women have been treated through the ages and the ways men and women have met throughout the years and how this has not gone through much change.
As an aspiring set designer my eye was drawn to the simplistic set at the beginning. I was at first wondering how a simple set that resembles a stonework building was going to change to accommodate each different time period the play would navigate. I was also curious about an empty section in front of the stage and how they would use this if they did at all. They used a mix of cold undertone lighting and warm undertone lighting to change the feel of each scene, that would subtly inform the audience about what kind of scene they could expect. As Loveplay began I was very impressed with how the set stayed mostly the same with changes being limited to a few extra set pieces and props being added as well as a simple lighting change made the old set feel like a new location. 
The set also included a set of banners on which a version of a tinder-esc dating app would be projected. I found this a brilliant way to inform the audience what the cast were reacting to without the cast outwardly stating it, which would have made the scenes feel choppy and give it a pantomime feel, something which would not have been appropriate considering the topics explored.
Also, the costumes were expertly chosen for each cast member to accommodate both their unique body types and each of the characters they portrayed. They seamlessly changed between characters, such as a nun and an aristocratic actor, in such a way the actor beneath is only recognizable by their face. However, having said how easily the change between costumes is done, the simplicity of the costumes lends to this being a quick and smooth process. 
Once Loveplay began I found it to be paced quite naturally, all the set and costume changes were smooth to the point of being almost unnoticeable. I also was very impressed with how the empty space at the front of the stage was used to expand on the main set, and also for the cast to interact with the audience. When I took a moment to observe the audience, I found almost all of them were wrapped up in the play, while this is to be expected, even in most Westend and Broadway productions the audience can be seen talking amongst themselves. The only time I heard the audience react was when the cast interacted with them and when some unsavory scenes were expertly broken up with humor to keep the audience comfortable and not weighed down by the content. 
Despite the play breaking up the non-consensual acts being committed in front of the audience with humor it was never made light of and not forgotten. At the start of the play a woman is killed during the non-consensual act being done to her; thereafter, when something wrong is happening to a woman on stage, they play her scream faintly to remind the audience of what women have been through and that it is still happening today, just less openly. 
