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ABSTRACT
The VLE which is the acronym for Virtual Learning Environment is a virtual classroom that was created due to the advent of information technology in the educational system in order to enable lecturers and the school authority upload educational and administrative materials that could be used by the students to enhance their learning processes through the interactive environment. The impact on VLE on the learning experience of the students in the University would be evaluated by analyzing the usage of the technology, the accessibility, degree of understanding and the benefits to the taught lectures. Most lecturers criticize the use of VLE in their teachings because they feel students are more inclined to using the VLE than attending or listening to lectures but the VLE should be seen as an additional assistance to the teaching process in which the lecturers should utilize to get the best of their students. The VLE enables the educational process to be more flexible and dynamic; therefore students could catch-up and get materials from their lecturers and school at any time and place. 
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Virtual learning environment is an unreal learning environment that has brought flexibility to the learning process that is used by institutions in order to provide an interactive learning environment where lecturers and students could interact and share ideas that would be beneficial to the learning process. According to (Yadav, Ragade, & Wong, 1998), the VLE provides a flexible learning environment that gives students access to the classes offered. The VLE is designed in a way that does not restrict the learning process to distance but permits the use of multiple platforms that could be integrated into the system to improve the content. Universities and educational institutions are able to provide admission to students in distant locations and forced to study from their homes due to the current pandemic and they would be able to partake and learn the normal courses that are taught in real time. The VLE enables the learning institution to save money and reallocate resources to other areas instead of expanding learning classrooms and travel expenses.  
According to (Leonardo, 2017), VLE provides a virtual learning spaces that teachers and students can use to present and share resources and activities. It enables effective interaction between the students and lecturers which would be used to improve the teaching process. Using a mixed research methodology, the work would endeavor to investigate the learning experience of the students by analyzing the qualitative and quantitative data retrieve from the questionnaire and published materials. 
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The research would utilize the narrative design which is mainly used be researchers in order to provide critical details of the subject area. This was best explained by (Creswell & Creswell, 2013) who stated that the narrative design is mainly used when a researcher wants to provide a narrative study about the subject of interest.  The descriptive research form would enable an effective narration of the impact of the VLE on the learning process of the students using the retrieved data from the primary and secondary sources. 
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The main objective of the report was to investigate and evaluate the impact of Virtual Learning Environment – Moodle on students’ learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus by effectively analyzing the data gotten from questionnaires and data gotten from published articles.
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The use of VLE in the educational processes has been really positive because it provides multiple systems that could be used for online learning and support tools for students. (Green, Brown, & Robinson, 2008) iterated that the VLE weighs in heavily in providing essential support that is beneficial to the lecturers in which they are given the opportunity to upload materials using different sources and application to review the course content. In other words, the VLE enables the teachers to provide credible content that could be uploaded and edited in order to suit the learning processes of the students and it provides a real time feedback in which the lecturers could use to review the level of understanding of the students. This was supported by (Walker & White, 2013) who advised that teachers should utilize the opportunities of using technology and the enthusiasm of the students in order to improve the available materials and the learning process. Teachers are advised to utilize the technology by exploiting students’ excitements about the VLE in their learning processes and the teachers should not be overly critical about the learning environment in order to proper utilize the system in order to effectively collaborate the lectures. (Ana, Ivana, & Nenad, 2012) stated that the benefits of using VLE can be clearly seen in educational practices where individuals are able to engage with each other without feeling less embarrassed and are encouraged to share ideas. The VLE provides a system in which the teachers could retrieve real time feedback from the students by seeing the activities and their engagements with the class activities. These feedbacks could enable the teachers to remodel their teaching procedures and processes in order to suit their students’ learning processes and level of assimilation. 
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Research methodology was referred to the systematic way of solving research problem and also it is the assumptions underlying various techniques and they need to know the criteria by which they can decide that certain techniques and procedures will be applicable to certain problems and others will not (Kothari, 2004). The methodology represents the structures that guide the researcher as he/she seek to find answers to proposed research questions and it enables the creation of different hypothesis that is used to test and analyze in order to retrieve an unbiased truth. The mixed methodology that would be applied to this work was done due to the quantitative and qualitative data that would be present and analyzed during the course of this research as the researcher seek to evaluate the impact of VLE on the learning experience of the students. 
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Figure 1: Experience Rakings
The figure above shows that the users’ experiences of the VLE were not terrible because of the 0 response on terrible while 22% had an excellent experience rating. These showed that majority of the participants have had a positive experience using the VLE because despite the strenuous act of accessing the program, the VLE has been helpful in the students’ learning experience. 


Figure 2: Search Method
The figure above showed that the students found using the VLE to search for their documents and sources for research purposes were easy and they found it useful but 8% of the participants found it to be slightly difficult. These participants could be having difficulty due to their skill level of using ICT and they would need some guidance to be able navigate the environment easily. 


Figure 3: Duration of Search 
The figure 3 above shows that the majority of the participants took 10 – 20 minutes during their search on the VLE as they seek to find their courses or study materials that would be used for their studies and research. 30 – 50 minutes was the least recorded percentage with 13% of the participants stating it took them almost an hour to retrieve search information. 



Figure 4: VLE Recommendations
The VLE would be highly recommended to peers and other institutions as shown by the response above in which 86% of the participants opined for very likely and likely due to the positive improvements on their studies and the assistance to their lectures. The participants showed an enthusiasm to recommend the use of VLE in every educational system because the benefits were outstanding. 
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The impact of virtual classroom learning was seen a research by (Anekwe, 2017) and it indicated that the students are positively affected by the technology. The research found out that the vle enables students to learn at their own pace by providing an environment in which the students and their lecturers could easily interact about the lecture. The researcher pointed out the need for the learning environment to be structured and planned in order to attract and hold the attention of the students. The research findings was consistent with my findings during the research because it showed that VLE was beneficial to the learning processes of the student and it creates better content that enables the students to assimilate the courses been studied.
Using the research carried out by (Clarence, 2017) on the impact on motivation to learn supported the research in which he found out the blend of the VLE and the educational process was a perfect chemistry because the implementation was a technological fit. The researcher studied the reactions of the participants as they enjoyed their learning experience while using the VLE because it provides an environment that enables the learners to conceptualize their ideas and visualize scenarios with the use of proper audiovisual materials. The use of videos by the lecturers also enabled the students to absorb in the learning process because they were able to see the activities by watching instructional videos from the lecturers. 
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This work was able to show the impact of VLE on the learning moodle of the students learning experience in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. VLE has been able to make the learning process to be more flexible in order to accommodate students in different locations and time and this have greatly improved the learning experience of the students. The VLE was able incorporate the social media and learning environment in order to create a wholesome experience for the students which have greatly improve their learning process and made it more flexible.  
I would recommend that institutions should endeavor to add the social apps that are utilized by students in communicating and entertaining themselves and their peers with the educational apps in the learning environment. This would ensure that the students would not feel drawn away from their social life and the learning experience would be enriched. 
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Duration of Search
Duration of Search on VLE	5 - 10 minutes	10 - 20 minutes	20 - 30 minutes 	30 - 50 minutes	50 - 1 hour	2	7	3	3	0	VLE Recommendations	Very Likely	Likely	Unlikely	Very Unlikely	Unlikely at all	5	8	1	1	0	Moodle Access Difficulty	Yes	No	2	13	Other Method of Research	Yes	No	10	5	Layout of VLE	Very Satisfied	Satisfied	Neither agree or disagree	Dissatisfied	Very Dissatisfied	3	8	5	1	0	Experience Rakings
VLE Experience Ratings	Excellent	Great	Good	Okay	Bad	Terrible	3	2	5	2	2	0	SEARCH METHOD
Search Methods on VLE Progression	Extremely Useful	Very Useful	Moderately Useful	Slightly Difficult	Not At All Useful	2	6	4	1	0	4
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