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Introduction 
Storytelling is one of the oldest and most effective forms of communication and teaching, serving as a powerful means to convey stories and messages in a way that resonates with audiences. According to Aspire Early Education, (n.d) the period from pre-birth to age seven is marked by rapid cognitive, emotional, and social development, making it a crucial time for children. Engaging with storytelling whether through books, oral narratives, or digital formats plays a vital role in stimulating a child's imagination and promoting essential skills for their growth, as emphasized by The Education Hub. Exposure to stories not only introduces new vocabulary and language structures but also enables children to express themselves clearly and effectively.
In today's world, digital literacy has emerged as a fundamental skill, encompassing both reading and writing. It empowers children to engage with educational resources that extend beyond the traditional classroom setting. Online platforms offer interactive learning experiences through videos and games, accommodating various learning styles and enhancing overall engagement, as observed by Christina Gianikas. Storytelling is one of the oldest forms of communication and teaching, it is seen to be a powerful tool to tell a story or a message in an impactful and engaging way, Aspire Early Education, (n.d). 
During pre-birth to seven years, children experience rapid cognitive, emotional, and social growth, Becky Taylor, (2023). Storytelling, through books, oral narratives, or digital storytelling, plays a crucial role in stimulating a child's imagination and enhancing various skills for their growth, The Education Hub, (2023).  Children’s language skills to stories introduce new vocabulary and language structures, meaning children can learn to express themselves clearly and effectively, The Education Hub, (2023). Digital literacy has now become a fundamental skill in today's world, such as reading and writing. Digital literacy enables children to engage with educational resources beyond traditional classroom settings. Online platforms offer interactive learning experiences through videos and games catering to different learning styles and enhancing overall engagement, Christina Gianikas (2023). 
Analyse the practise observed during the activity up to 3 examples.
During traditional storytelling practices, the use of props invites pupils to immerse themselves in the narrative by acting out characters, sounding out words, and engaging in lively discussions about the story while making predictions about what might unfold next. These colourful props not only capture children's attention but also deepen their engagement in the storytelling process, fostering their development through enhanced critical thinking skills (Filipi, 2022). By visually illustrating key story elements, props make the content accessible to a broader range of learners, particularly those who benefit from visual aids. Gianikas (2023) highlights that older children have the opportunity to create digital stories that blend written texts, striking images, captivating audio, and dynamic videos. This innovative form of storytelling empowers children to unleash their creativity and explore various media, transforming storytelling into an engaging multi-dimensional experience. The infusion of technology can elevate the learning experience, making it more understandable and exhilarating for young audiences (Boerma, Mol & Jolles, 2016). 
Expressive voices and dynamic body language play a crucial role in bringing characters to life. For instance, using a hushed whisper during suspenseful moments heightens tension, while an enthusiastic and booming voice during thrilling scenes captivates children's imaginations. Furthermore, hand gestures, pointing, and animated facial expressions effectively convey the story's emotions, enriching the experience for young listeners (Chugh, n.d.). Children's active participation in storytelling is vividly reflected in their body language and reactions, demonstrating the art of active listening—an essential component of developing literacy and oracy skills. 
This practice cultivates a nurturing environment where children feel empowered to express their thoughts and emotions about the narrative at hand (Alice in Methodology World, 2022). Engaged listening serves as a cornerstone for building comprehension and emotional intelligence, as it enables children to showcase their involvement through genuine reactions and thoughtful contributions. The engagement not only bolsters their oral language capabilities but also encourages a profound connection with the narratives they encounter, fostering personal and social growth that will benefit them throughout their lives (Carl, 2020).

Are there any differences in the approaches to storytelling why could this be?.
Traditional storytelling involves oral presentations, printed books, physical performances and visual arts. In oral storytelling, engagement interactive this is because the storyteller can react to the audiences' responses which creates a personalised and dynamic experience, The Stories World, (2024). Furthermore, in live performances, the energy of the audience and the storyteller affects the storytelling experience, Learning Aloud, (n.d). 
The Format of traditional storytelling is controlled by the storyteller, allowing for dramatic pauses that enhance emotional impact, Elliot Grove, (2025). Traditional storytelling often relies on the audience's imagination. It’s also often that traditional storytelling conveys morals and cultures values through symbolism that has been passed down through generations, The Stories World, (2024). Engagement is often direct and personal this is because the storyteller and audience share a space, allowing immediate feedback, Anushruti Gantayat, (2024).
According to, Imed Bouchrika, (n.d) digital storytelling includes technology, such as videos, podcasts, blogs, social media and interactive platforms. It incorporates multimedia elements such as (text, audio, visuals, animations) to create immersive experiences. It can also reach audiences through various of digital devices. Digital storytelling encourages active participation through (comments, shares, or creating content themselves), Deaksoon Kim, (2023), Sage Journals. Digital storytelling also often leads to a sense of community around the story. Digital storytelling may embrace non-linear narratives allowing for experimentation with structure and pacing, as stories can be broken into shorter sections suitable for children to understand, Digital Empowerment, (2011).
Traditional storytelling also often occurs face to face where a storyteller narrates a tale using spoken language, gestures and physical expressions. This can involve oral traditions, live performances or reading from written texts, Zanyar Nathir Ghafer, (2008). According to, Bernard Ross Robin, (2008), digital storytelling incorporates technology elements such as video, audio, recordings, animations and graphics to enhance narratives. This approach allows for more intricate storytelling but lacks direct human connection.
The differences between traditional and digital storytelling shows in their format, audience interaction, content creation and different methods of promoting reading and writing to children. Traditional storytelling creates personal connections while digital storytelling shows accessibility and multimedia engagement, Future Learn, (n.d).
How could the activity promote children's oracy, reading, or writing .
Using sensory bags as an activity during storytelling can be innovative and engaging way to promote children's oracy, reading, and writing. Children’s descriptive language can be developed by describing the items they find in the sensory bags, using varied vocabulary, School Time Snippets, (2013). Using sensory bags encourages children to create stories based on their sensory experiences, and working in small groups with the sensory bags can create conversations between peers which the children can listen to others and ask questions enhancing their conversational skills, School Time Snippets, (2013).
By using sensory bags connected to the story children can identify the items in the bags promoting word recognition and understanding print concepts as they associate words with objects, Magic Words, (n.d). Teaching the children sensory adjectives such as “smooth, gloomy, sticky” can encourage them to incorporate these words into their writing and discussions about the item, enhancing their language skills, Twinkl, (n.d).
[bookmark: _Int_hkTkO3Sk]Using sticks of characters in storytelling activities can significantly promote children's oracy, reading and writing skills this is because children can pick a stick and discuss the characters traits and actions during the book. Children can also use the stick to act out different characters promoting them to use varied of vocabulary and expression in their speech, Granny Sue Storytelling, (n.d). Using a character stick can also create a writing activity on a specific character in the story helping their development and narrative structure. By using physical objects makes the activity more expressive and engaging for the children to want to sit and listen, by using these props you can encourage children to compare and contrast characters from different stories, developing their ability analyse their thoughts clearly, Lesson Pix, (n.d).
By using certificates during storytelling can encourage children to participate actively into story time. This is because the anticipation of receiving a certificate can motivate children to practise their speaking skills and engage more confidently in oral storytelling, Storytime, (n.d). Certificates can recognise achievements in oracy, writing such as completing a story, demonstrating effective use of vocabulary, or improving performance. By celebrating these milestones boosts children’s confidence and motivates them to continue their skills.
According to, Cath Little, (2017), engaging in collaborative storytelling as a group develops teamwork and communication skills. Children learn to listen to others while contributing their ideas, enhancing conversational skills.
How could the activity promote children's digital literacy skills. 
Digital platforms provide children with access to a wide variety of genres and formats, transforming their approach to literacy by making it more interactive. Tools such as PowerPoint and CapCut allow them to create engaging digital presentations, enhancing their skills in text formatting, image selection, and animation (Ritwik Shah, 2025). Activities that incorporate audio and video recording, utilizing tools like GarageBand and iMovie, promote both technical skills and creativity by enabling children to blend different media types (Lomit Patel, 2025). Furthermore, as they research story content online, they cultivate critical thinking and information literacy skills, learning to assess the credibility of sources and identify reliable information (Hargis, 2014; Lomit Patel, 2025).
By mastering digital literacy, children can effectively present their narratives using software like Google Slides, which improves their ability to manage and organize digital content (Ritwik Shah, 2025). Engaging in discussions about online safety, privacy, and copyright during storytelling activities further encourages responsible digital behavior (Think Academy, 2025). In summary, storytelling acts as a dynamic medium to enhance digital literacy, motivating children to engage with technology while developing their communication, creativity, and critical thinking skills. It also fosters computational thinking, equipping students to break down problems and comprehend the underlying algorithms of technology (Resnick, 2009).
In conclusion, traditional literacy, which includes reading, writing, and comprehension, is fundamental for effective communication. As Kress (2003), notes that literacy extends beyond these basic skills and is closely tied to communication practices and social contexts. Mastering language skills enables learners to express their thoughts and engage with diverse narratives.
 Digital literacy enhances traditional literacy by incorporating technology to access, evaluate, and create information. With a variety of formats available online, individuals must develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills, as highlighted by Rheingold (2012). 
Integrating traditional literacy, language skills, and digital literacy is essential for preparing individuals to thrive in modern society. Educators can promote holistic development and critical engagement with both print and digital texts. Gilster (1997) emphasizes that true digital literacy involves effectively using technology alongside traditional literacy practices
Ultimately, valuing all forms of literacy is crucial for cultivating informed citizens. As society becomes increasingly digital, it is essential to adapt educational approaches to equip learners with the tools for lifelong learning and civic engagement.
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