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Leo Tolstoy

Dear brothers

We have met here to fight against war, War, the thing for the sake of which all the nations of
the carth - millions and millions of people - place at the uncontrolled disposal of a few men
or sometimes only one man. not merely milliards of rubles, talers, francs, or yen (represcnting
a very large sharc of their labour), but also their very lives. And now we, a score of private
people gathered from the various ends of the carth, possessed of no special privileges and
above all having no power over anyone, intend to fight - and as we wish to fight we wish also
to conqucr — this immense power not of one govermment but of all the governments, which
have at their disposal these milliards of money and millions of soldiers and who are well
aware that the exceptional position of those who form the governments rests on the army
alone: the army which has a meaning and purpose only if there is a war, the very war against
which we wish to fight and which we wish to abolish.

For us to suruggle, the forces being so unequal, must appear insane. But if we consider our
opponents’ means of strife and our own, it is not our intention to fight that will seem absurd
but that the thing we mean to fight against can sall exist. They have millions of money and
millions of obedient soldiers; we have only one thing, but that is the most powerful thing in
the world - Truth.

Therefore, insignificant as our forces may appear in comparison with those of our oppo-
nents, our victory is as sure as the victory of the light of the rising sun over the darkness of
night.

Our victory is certain, but on one condition only - that when uttering the truth we utter
it all: without compromise, concession, or modification. The truth is so simple. so clear, so
evident, and so incumbent not only on Christians but on all reasonable men. that it is only
necessary to speak it out completely in its full significance for it to be irresistble.

The truth in its full meaning lies in what was said thousands of years ago (in the law
accepted among us as the Law of God) in four words: Thou Skalt Nt Aifl. The truth is that man
may not and should not in any circumstances or under any pretext kill his fellow man.

That truth is so evident, so binding, and so generally @ cknowledged, that it is only neces-
sary to put it clearly before men for the evil called war to become quite iImpossible.

And 5o | think that if we who are assembled here at this Peace Congress should. instead
of clearly and definitely voicing this truth, address oursclves to the governments with vari-
ous proposals for lessening the evils of war or gradually diminishing its [requency. we should
be like men who having in their hand the key to a door, should try to break through walls
they know to be too strong for them. Before us are millions of armed men, ever more and
more efliciently armed and trained for more and more rapid slaughter. We know that these
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midicns of people have 1o wish to kill their fellows and for the most pary not ¢
why thev are torced to do that n-puki\r work, and that lhey are weary of their “l'-'r.\ k“n\,.
sebrection and compulion; we know that the murders committed from time ¢4, i Sltieyy, of
roen are committed by arder of the governments; and we know that the existence 0"{ by theg,
emmeat depends on the armies. Can we, then. who desire the abolition of war. fing the [
more conducite to our um than (o prapose to the governments which exist only b 'nmhing
of arrres and consequently by war - measures which would destroy war? Are yyo l: the a4
to 'he ceveraments tat they should destroy themselves? Propg,,
The covertments wit! lsten \sﬂhﬂ[ﬂ}' to any sp(-r(-ht‘s of that kind, knowing that - -
custiors will peither destroy war nor undermine their own power, but will on)y- '«‘OncCh dis.
more cfarurh what must be concealed if wars and armies and themselves in con:al o
25T 27T 10 CORURUE 10 EXIEL Tol of
“Buw" | sha't be teld. “this is anarchism: people never have lived without governmengs
Se2tm. 254 therefore governments and States and miliary forces defending them are nci:-lsd
war {31 the existence of the nagons.” "
B-:: leauing aside the question of whether the life of Christian and other natons is pagit 1
wir- 51 aTaies and war to defend their governments and States, or even supposing it to be
cs cmeam for their welfare that thev should slavishlv submit to insttutons called governmeny
- xovimny Wf prople they do not personally know?, and that it is necessary to vield up the pro-
¢ er t=etr labvour to these institutons and fulfil all their demands - including the murder of
sher < «iztheuns - granting all that. there vet remains in our world an unsolved difficulty.
Tooe ArFcuin bes 1n the impossibility of making the Christian faith (which those who
fam (e zveruments profess with particular emphasis) accord with armies composed of
(' mwase Tired 10 Jav. However much you may pervert the Christian teaching, however
=54 w mav hide i main pnaples. it fundamental teaching is the love of God and one’s
ce-==te 3 4 (zod — that is of the highest perfection of virtue, and of one’s neighbour - that
w27 3" men wibout dissnetion. And therefore it would seem inevitable that we must repudt
st= ~r.e 1§ thr 7ws, cither Christianity with its love of God and one’s neighbour. or the State
wTh i armies and warns. _
Przz.zp« Carieanity may be obsolete. and when choosing benween the two = Chrisganity
ar-ir=w r the State and murder - the people of our time will conclude that the existence
o t2e S22+ 204 murder b o much more important than Christianity, that we must forgo
st~y 236 retain oaly what i more important: the State and murder. N
21 mas o2 30 - at least prople may think and feel so. But in that case they should ’af_
! Tee inn2'd opanty admit that people in our time have ceased 1o believe in what the “\’_c
e » ‘atdom of mankind has said. and what is said by the Law of God they profess: l;.n )
rrae 16, ir e e in what 18 written indelibly on the heart of each man, and must now brllt"w
et i anzt it ordered by variows people who by the accident of birth have hﬂl’PcIf}rnu
b <. eror and kings. or by vanous intrigues and elections have becom¢ pre> vhat
or s of wrates and pariaments - even if those orders include murder. That1s?

they ¢ 220 ezl o nied
B it i eprssble 1 iav it and yet one of these two things has to be said. If it fiﬂ . s
that Chniarin forbids murder. Loth armies and governments become imposs! :ﬁsdﬂ‘"
zAmored th2tine gonernment acknow ledges the lawfulness of murder and denmies Chn”
I 07 OFe AL wi:h to ohey a gosermment that exists merely by its power to kill. : i s ind
{ marder is 2l zand it aar it must be «till more allowable when a people secks its 6 or ¢
e hunwor. And therefure the gouemments, beng unable to say cither the on¢ ‘h"::a.
other. ase zrxious o1y 1o hide from theie subjects the necessity of solving the dilem
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s who are assembled here to counteract the evil of war. ifwe really desire to auain

fod B u{- ne thing is necessary: namely to put that dilemma quite clearly and definitely
ouf e } :rhﬁ forr‘n the governments and 10 the masses of the people who compose the
batlsi? dl(;SLthut we must not only clearly and openly repeat the truth we all know and can-
anﬂ)r;-;;‘; :]Z‘..ring _ that man should not slay his fellow man — but we must also make 1t clear

noth onsiderations can destroy the demand made by that truth on people of the Christian
thatno ¢

\,-0':_1;1 ;rrfoff [ propose to our Meeting to draw up and publish an appeal to all men. and
h

ally to the Christian nations, in which we clearly and definitely express what everybody
cpeeh b:t hardly anyonc says: namely that war is not - as most people now assume — a good
::S‘E:udablr affair, but that .li'lu.- all murder, it 1\ avile and ¢ riminal' busi'nrcs not onl?' for those
who voluntarily choose a military career but for those who submit 10 it from avance or fear
of punishment. ; .

With regard to those who voluntanly choose a military career, I would propose to state
clearly and definitely in that appeal tJ:aF |Tor\\-1't}fstz?nding all the pomp, gChF:cr, and general
approval with which it is surrou'ndcd. it Is 2 criminal 'anrl shameful a_rt-.‘nty, and that the
higher the position a man holds in thc‘: military profession the more cniminal and 5ham‘cfu1
is his occupation. In the same way with regard to men of the people who are drawn into
military service by bribes or by threats of punishments. [ propose to speak clearly and defi-
nitely of the gross mistake they make - contrary to their faith, morality, and common sense —
when they consent to enter the army; contrary to their laith, because by entering the ranks
of murderers they infringe the Law of God which they acknowledge; contrary to morality,
because for pay or from fear of punishment they agree to do what in their souls they know to
be wrong; and contrary to common senise, because if they enter the army and war breaks out
they risk having to suffer consequences as bad or worse than those they are threatened with if
they refuse. Above all they act contrary to common sense in that they join that caste of people
which deprives them of freedom and compels them to become soldiers.

With reference to both classes [ propose in this appeal to express clearly the thought that
for men of true enlightenment. who are therefore free from the superstition of military glory
fand their number is growing every day) the military profession and calling, notwithstand-
ing all the eflorts to hide its real meaning, is as shameful a business as an executioner’s and
cven more so. For the executioner only holds himself in readiness to kill those who have been
adjudged harmful and criminal, while a soldier promises to kill all whom he is told to kill,
even though they be those dearest to him or the best of men.

Humanity in general, and our Christian humanity in particular, has reached a stage of such
E:T;::;:,TFHC:P“ benween its moral drtf*-ands'anc‘i the existing social on_’dcr. th:.u a change
B (I\?:l\rualble, ar?d a change not in sociery’s moral dem‘ands W hlfh. are uimmutable,
by that fymes mOl‘( cr' }Trl}xt'h C‘ﬂl.‘l bc.ahercd. I hc_drmand for a different soc:lal order, evoked
becomes raere m?tlma uuf;m‘wluch 15 50 clearly dlustrated b\ our preparations for murder,
iliersgisn has ror : hmcl:rc I.Ilsl.‘i[f‘!ll cvery year and every fiay. The tcm}uu which (‘icm.mfis that
change 3 liquid imo(f( stlu :lln degree that. just as som.cluncslonly a shight sl_wd: is required to
eeded (o chuyen [hd 50 1(‘1 ‘mdy.'. S0 Prrhaps only a sl}ght vﬂt?n orevena single word may be
AMMies — it aias :, t‘r‘:llt, {.\fnc.l m-auolnal hf}: of our ume - with 1ts divisions, annaments, :1_nd

very such effory cvcﬁl ¢ ll ¢ 1‘n keeping with the consciousness cff contemporary humanity.
cooled liquid. Wl'w s!:: ZUC 1 word, may bF the shock which will instantly :sol‘u!l.t}‘ the super-
the King went in e wd not our gathering be that shock? In Andersen’s tairy tale. when
delighted v: ; ' tiumphal procession through the strects of the town and all the people were
'th his beautiful new clothes, a word from a child who said what cverybody knew
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oud. changed €8 enthing. He said: ‘He has nothing m\!“and the spell y,
hut had v e ahamed and all those who had been assuring themse
e i Jn::t?lhl new clothes perceived that he was naked! We myg
We must say what c.\'m'bc-dy knows but does not \‘Clll'l..lt'l’? to saly. We must. su}.
ever name men may ¢all murder - mitrceralod S TS "-]ur- eranda crimin, and
ful thing. And it 1s only necessany 10 sy that clearly, definitely. ‘“_‘d loudly. as
here. and men will cease to see what they ‘_h““gh‘ ‘hI*'Y saw and will sce f\'hat is really hel‘:, "
heir eves. They wll cease o see the service of their country, _thc hcrgu;m of war, mililart,
gon. and patnonsm, and will see \f'hai xSty lhf‘ nakcd.’ rnmlrtal business of Murdey! 1\:::;
f people sec that, the same thing will happen as in the fairy tale: those who dq the Criming
thing will feel ashamed. and those who assure themselves that they do not see the Crimin ah;‘
of murder will perceive 1t and cease to be murderers. . ’ <

But how will nations detend themselves against their enemices, how will they
internal urder. and how can nations live without an army?

What form the life of men will take f they repudiate murder, we do not and cannoy know:
but one thing 1 certain that it s more natural for men to be guided by the reason ﬂmi
conscience with which they are endowed. than to submit slavishly to people who arrpg,
wholesale murders: and that therefore the form of social order assumed by the lives of thog
who are quided in their acuons not by violence based on threats of murder but by reason ang
coasacnce. will w any case be no worse than that under which they now live.

Thatis all I want to say. I shall be very sorry if it offends or grieves anyone or evokes am
Ul feeling But for me. a man eighty vean old. expecting to die at any moment. it would he
shameful and cnimmal not to speak out the whole truth as | understand it — the truth which.

as | irmis bebieve. i alone capable of relieving mankind from the incalculable ills produced
by war.
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