Materialities
Theory: Structuralism and semiotics

It all starts with…

Saussure, F. 1915/1959 Course in General Linguistics trans. C. Bailey and A. Sechehaye Owen: London

Langue. Parole. The rules of speech (grammar) and the act of speech

We may not know the rules of our language but we all know how to speak

Anthropologists saw this a metaphor for society ie we may not know fully the structures of our own society but we all know (more or less) how to act

Anthropologists (as outsiders to the cultural systems they study) may be better placed to elicit the cultural rules of that society than the people themselves (Eg it is often when you learn somebody else’s language that you become more familiar with its grammatical rules than the native speakers of that language

Structuralism. Lévi-Strauss's structuralism

“In anthropology as in linguistics….it is not comparison that supports generalization, but the other way around. If, as we believe to be the case, the unconscious activity of the mind consists in imposing forms upon content, and if these forms are fundamentally the same for all minds – ancient and modern - it is necessary and sufficient to grasp the unconscious structure underlying each institution and each custom, in order to obtain a principle of interpretation valid for other institutions and other customs” (Levi-Strauss, Structural Anthropology)

Sees society as guided by underlying rules (binary oppositions, get translated into cultural law – Levi Strauss, raw - cooked). Legal system, social system, ranking, hierarchy, political system. These rules could be interpreted as a “grammar” in a language. The rules that define how the language is organised. 

Early structuralist case studies: 
Lévi Strauss, C. 1974 The Raw and the Cooked Cape: London
Levi Strauss The way of the mask 1975 (1982)
Bourdieu. P. 2003 [reprint] The Berber house In Low, S.M. and Lawrence- Zúñiga, D. (eds.) The Anthropology of Space and Place: Locating culture Blackwell: Oxford pp131-141


But in a perfectly balanced system of binary opposition how do things ever change?

Bourdieu suggested that society could be looked at as a language but that it needed greater definition. Langue. Parole. The rules of speech and the act of speech. Example sentence. The cat sat on the mat. I know how to speak even if I can’t articulate the rules. Language changes therefore through usage. Accumulated mistakes (parole), the daily speech acts of language users. Led Bourdieu to produce the concept of habitus – daily routine acts of human beings which accumulate and have the possible effect of bringing about major structural transformation (e.g. the apostrophe for contraction – signifies absence). 

Deconstruction
Images
Gombrich, E.L. 1960 Art and Illusion: A study in the psychology of pictorial representation Phaidon: London
Gell, A. 1998 Art and Agency: An anthropological theory OUP: Oxford

If an image is constructed, it can also be deconstructed. A classic case study is modern advertising

Denotation
Connotation



Layton, R. 2006 Structuralism and semiotics In Tilley, C., Keane, W., S. Küchler (eds.) Handbook of Material Culture Sage: London pp29-42

Classic structuralist theory derives from :
Saussure, F. 1915/1959 Course in General Linguistics trans. C. Bailey and A. Sechehaye Owen: London
Lévi-Strauss, C.  1977 Structural Anthropology Penguin: London

Early structuralist case studies: 
Lévi Strauss, C. 1974 The Raw and the Cooked Cape: London
Foucault, M. 1961/1989 Madness and Civilization: A history of insanity in the Age of Reason trans. R. Howard Routledge: London
Bourdieu. P. 2003 [reprint] The Berber house In Low, S.M. and Lawrence- Zúñiga, D. (eds.) The Anthropology of Space and Place: Locating culture Blackwell: Oxford pp131-141
 
[semiotics]
Bourdieu, P. The Logic of Practice trans. R. Nice Polity Press: Cambridge 

Material case studies:
EITHER
Moore H. (1986) Space, text and gender.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

OR
Images
Gombrich, E.L. 1960 Art and Illusion: A study in the psychology of pictorial representation Phaidon: London
Gell, A. 1998 Art and Agency: An anthropological theory OUP: Oxford


Franz Boas Northwest coast American Indian art
Levi Strauss The way of the mask 1975 (1982)

OR
· Australian aboriginal art
· Morphy, H. 1992 From dull to brilliant: The aesthetics of spiritual power among the Yolgnu In Coote, J. and Shelton, A. (eds.) Anthropology, Art and Aesthetics Clarendon Press; Oxford pp181-208
Layton, R. 1991 Australian Rock Art CUP: Cambridge
Povinelli, E.A. 1993 “Might be something”: the language of indeterminacy in Australian Aboriginal land use Man 28 pp679-704

