


Introduction

According to Lackeus (2015, p.7) “The two most frequent terms used in this field are enterprise education and entrepreneurship education. The term enterprise education is primarily used in United Kingdom and has been defined as focusing more broadly on personal development, mindset, skills, and abilities, whereas the term entrepreneurship education has been defined to focus more on the specific context of setting up a venture and becoming self-employed.” There are two different terms used in schools. Enterprise education focuses more on children’s skills and abilities and determines what their mindset it. This is helpful for teachers as it helps them understand where the children are currently at with their mindset. Entrepreneurship education focuses more on jobs and the financial side that comes with it. This is not something that children should be taught at a young age.

Overview

Entrepreneurial education can have an increasing effect on students and employees. It increases engagement and motivation. These are two skills both students and employees need to become a successful entrepreneur. Lackeus (2015, p.17) also stated “Besides the common economic development and job creation related reasons to promote entrepreneurial education, there is also a less common but increasing emphasis on the effects entrepreneurial activities can have on students’ as well as employees’ perceived relevancy, engagement and motivation in both education and in work life.” Lackeus (2015) said that although the effect of entrepreneurial education is increasing, they are still less common. However, it does improve engagement, this is proven to be both in education and work. Engagement is a key skill that children require to become competent learners. It is also a skill you need to become an entrepreneur, to be engaged with the company and your other employee’s will ensure you can get the best possible help. Motivation is a skill you require more when you are in work. It may be a skill you require later in school life, but it is not a skill young learners require.

Entrepreneurial education improves several skills. One that stand out is creativity. Creativity can be taken away from children in schools. Creativity is a skill children should have; it can be used by using their imagination. Children have creative imaginations at a young age and this needs to be kept the same throughout their school life. Lackeus (2015, p.18) stated “A more viable starting point in education could be to perceive entrepreneurial education as a means to achieve more interest, joy, engagement and creativity among students.” These skills that entrepreneurial education want to achieve are skills that children need to improve on. Children need to become more interested in different things to be able to explore what they like and dislike, this skill links to joy. Many children find joy in lots of things, but some children don’t find a lot of joy and find it difficult to understand what they like and dislike.

Enterprise troopers

Enterprise troopers is an educational initiative that is organised by the welsh government youth entrepreneurship service. It is called “big ideas”. This initiative challenges teams of primary school children to run their own enterprise business. They must come up with an idea, source the materials and create the item. They then need to go onto selling the item within the school or local communities. Enterprise troopers encourages children to get into with their creative side.
According to (Bridgend County borough council, 2019) “The competition aims to help pupils to apply their creativity and enterprise skills in a very practical way. It gives them an opportunity to showcase their achievements in business and demonstrate how they have developed their interests, strengths, skills, and aspirations through their enterprise experience.”
Enterprise troopers encourages children to improve skills. It helps children improve their creativity skills which can be taken away from children at a young age. The reason it helps improve creativity is because the children must come up with an idea, imagine how it will look and discuss whether they think it will sell and make any profit. They must also imagine what materials and equipment they will need. 

Although enterprise troopers encourage children to improve their creativity skills. This is not the only skill it helps them to improve. Enterprise troopers improves a variety of skills and has now been designed to fit in with the new curriculum for wales. The new curriculum for wales is a child lead approach. Enterprise troopers is an excellent initiative to include into the new curriculum as the children lead the activities and use their own creativity skills and can develop them through this initiative. 
According to (Welsh Government, 2021a) “Enterprise Troopers activities help to develop teamwork, literacy, and numeracy skills. It also develops ambition, enterprise, creativity, and ethical trading – supporting the four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales 2022!”
Enterprise troopers improves children’s literacy skills, the children need to be able to communicate with one another to ensure that they all know exactly what is expected from them and understand the plan, they also need to understand that everyone has different views and not everyone may like your idea. Improving children’s teamwork skill is essential, children at a young age do not know how to work in teams, if you explain to them and help them then they will be able to work in a team and not just individually. Teamwork is a skill that you require when looking for a job. Numeracy is another skill that is improved by enterprise troopers, children must analyse and discuss what they will need and in quantity. Ambition is a skill that you require when looking for a job, employers want an entrepreneur who has ambition and drive to succeed in their job and who want to progress further, without ambition you do not have any drive for success. 

Enterprise troopers gives the children skills that they can use for the rest of their lives. It allows them to understand their own strengths and weakness. It also encourages innovation. Wei, Liu and Sha (2019) stated “Innovation is seen as an internal driver; innovation relates to an entrepreneurial mindset; thus, development of new products or entrance to new markets is the result of entrepreneurship.” Enterprise troopers encourages innovation as the children must be entrepreneurs when they are doing the task that has been set for them. This initiative gives children the entrepreneurial mindset as they must develop new products. They must come up with a new idea that is unique and stands out, it is creative and inventive. 
(Welsh Government, 2021b) was a useful source of information “The Enterprise Troopers classroom activities provide opportunities for children to apply their entrepreneurial skills in exciting and practical ways. They will help your pupils to:
· reflect on their own particular strengths, interests and aspirations;
· have a can-do attitude and the drive to make ideas happen;
· be skilled in getting on with people, influencing, negotiating, and contributing to a team approach;
· be creative, innovative, and take imaginative approaches to problem solving.”
Children can reflect on their own strengths and weaknesses from a young age. This is an essential skill you will need to be an entrepreneur as you will always need to look at what you are good at and what needs improving. Being able to make ideas happen is an excellent skill to have as it proves you can come up with creative and inventive ideas on the spot which can always be improved if your idea is not at its full potential. Employers look for entrepreneurs who are creative and who can come up with ideas and understand that not everyone may agree with your idea.

During enterprise troopers, the children are asked to create a business. It can be any type of business, but it requires the children to use ‘ACRO’ skills. ‘ACRO’ skills consist of Attitude, Creativity, Relationship’s, and Organisation’s. (Welsh Government, 2016) 
ACRO is designed to focus on four key elements which will help young people to meet the needs of employers. The model focuses on attitudes, skills, and behaviours. (Welsh Government, 2021c)
(Welsh Government, 2021c) stated “Attitude
If you want to succeed at anything in life, having the right attitude is vital. This dimension is about understanding yourself, your motivations and how to achieve your goals.
Creativity
You don’t need to be a genius to be creative. It is about the ability to generate fresh ideas, solve problems and spot new opportunities
Relationships
It’s all about people, the ability to communicate effectively, expressing your own views and ideas, appreciating others’ viewpoint and working co-operatively
Organisation
Making informed decisions and fulfilling your objectives by planning and managing situations, resources and risk.”
These four key elements are required to be an entrepreneurial person. The ACRO model breaks it down into a simple term and explains how to meet each part. Enterprise troopers encourages children to become entrepreneurs as it looks for these four elements in the wins. This will encourage children to want to be entrepreneurs as they understand that they need to meet the criteria.

Throughout enterprise troopers’ children use lateral thinking, Dr. Edward De Bono believes that lateral thinking is a way of problem solving. Lateral thinking is about avoiding the obvious which enables us to find hidden innovations. There are 4 lateral thinking techniques. These techniques consist of awareness, random stimulations, alternatives, and alternation. (Big think, 2022)
 
Enterprise troopers can create high expectations and challenges to children. Enterprise troopers included different parts of the curriculum and bring it to life. It improves skills from their very first day at school.
Young (2014, p.17) stated “Foundation year children sell the eggs
laid by the chickens they look after, Year 1 children design packaging for the eggs and Year 2 children calculate the costs and profits of the enterprise. This brings different elements of the curriculum to life and encourages children to develop their creativity, initiative, and problem-solving skills from their very first day at school.”

In the new curriculum for wales, it outlines that child need experiences and skills for employment. Enterprise education will give the children experiences and skills for employment. (Welsh Government, 2022) “Improving education is our national mission. Nothing is so essential as universal access to, and acquisition of, the experiences, knowledge, and skills that our young people need for employment, lifelong learning and active citizenship.”

There are many ways to introduce enterprise into you school. It can be by simple steps introduced. Changing the way, the children look at things and doing work-related activities.
(Nation improvement hub, 2023) suggested “Good enterprising teaching and learning should:
· provide opportunities for learners to think and act in enterprising ways
· provide a clear focus on core and employability skills, and the ability to transfer these to different contexts, in particular the world of work
· provide opportunities for work-related experiences, both in and out with the classroom
adopt an enterprising approach to learning and teaching
· promote positive attitudes
· provide opportunities for learners to develop skills such as problem solving, decision making and evaluating risks
· provide entrepreneurial experiences”
Including enterprise into schools improves many skills. It has improved higher employability and entrepreneurial skills. It has always improved enterprise education for the teachers, the teachers have greater engagement. Enterprise education has had a greater positive impact on wider economy and society. It has encouraged people to start new jobs. (Reypens, 2020)

There isn’t enough evidence to prove if people agree or disagree with enterprise education. There is no clear answer. Coiffait et al (2014) stated “some people are unaware of this agenda, some disagree with it, while others are passionately supportive.”

Conclusion
In conclusion, enterprise troopers are a positive way to encourage children to be creative and improve many other skills, such as teamwork, numeracy, and literacy skills. Enterprise education has had a positive impact on children’s engagement in class and with higher employability. It has improved wider economy and society. However, there is not enough evidence to back whether people agree or disagree with enterprise education. The new curriculum for wales wants to focus on improving experiences and skills for employment. Enterprise has proven to improve higher employment.
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