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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

· Identify the saints whose cults are associated with Glastonbury, and the hagiography and legends associated with them.
· Examine the evidence for Glastonbury’s reputation as a major medieval pilgrimage destination.

· Consider the historical and archaeological evidence for the pilgrim experience at Glastonbury Abbey.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
This research will aim to explore the claims made by Glastonbury Abbey in the High and Late medieval periods that it was the ‘holyest erth of England’.  Over this period Glastonbury Abbey made many claims to antiquity of foundation, with the most frequently repeated claim being that the church at Glastonbury was either founded by Christ himself in honour of his mother or was founded in 63CE by Joseph of Arimathea.  Glastonbury Abbey is claimed to have been a major site for pilgrimage throughout the medieval period, as ever more elaborate claims were made regarding its antiquity and sanctity.

It will be necessary to identify the saints and public figures whose cults are associated with Glastonbury, and explore the hagiography, legends and relics associated with them.  This will include Joseph of Arimathea, Celtic saints such as Patrick, David, Bridget, Indracht, and Dunstan (an early abbot of Glastonbury, later Archbishop of Canterbury), and as well as the legendary King Arthur.

Textual sources, both contemporary and later, will be examined for evidence of Glastonbury as a major pilgrim destination, and whether it is possible to ascertain who came to Glastonbury on pilgrimage and where they travelled from.  Contemporary writings relating to Glastonbury Abbey will be explored for evidence of the abbey embellishing its own historical story to enhance its prestige in the eyes of, and appeal to, pilgrims.  

The question of extant historical and archaeological evidence for a major pilgrimage trade at Glastonbury will be considered, to uncover what the experience of a medieval pilgrim would have been like at Glastonbury Abbey.  This will include the kind of facilities which were provided for them, which areas of the church and enclosure would they have been permitted to enter, and where were the shrines dedicated to specific saints which they would have visited.  Central to this piece of research is the suspicion that the narrative of Glastonbury Abbey as a major medieval pilgrimage destination has been overstated and is not borne out by the textual or archaeological evidence.
There is contemporaneous textual evidence dating from the medieval period for the existence of legends of the ancient sanctity of the abbey site, but in considering these it will be essential to explore whether Glastonbury Abbey was unique in developing and promulgating legends relating to the antiquity of its foundation, or if there is evidence for this being a more widespread practice amongst contemporary medieval monastic communities.

In order to explore the historical evidence for Glastonbury as a major pilgrimage centre, two principal primary sources will be used: De Antiquitate Glastonie Ecclesie by William of Malmesbury and Cronica sive Antiquitates Glastoniensis Ecclesie by John of Glastonbury.  A wide range of secondary sources from the eighteenth to twenty-first centuries will be examined, alongside archaeological reports from the twentieth and twenty-first century excavations at the abbey.
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