What was the effect of the landowner’s prohibition on Athenian Metics?
The landowner’s prohibition was the Athenian law that made it so that people of the Metic class are unable to purchase land. This would have been extremely difficult for Metics who are of a higher income level than others as they would have required land in order for their businesses to flourish. 
	In ancient Athens only true born citizens were able to purchase and own land. This would have made it very difficult for the higher ups of the Metic class to conduct business that would have required some land such as a medium to large workshop as they would need to have permission from a land owner[footnoteRef:1] in order to build on the land. This also would have been a potential issue for Metics who were in the agricultural business as the land that they would farm would have needed to be given to them on a loan basis by a citizen of Athens or the Athenian government itself. “The law of Athens prohibited any but full citizens from owning land or houses. Thus the law also impeded the bequeathing of real property to those who were not citizens.”[footnoteRef:2] This therefor shows the difficulties that can be had whilst attempting to set a business for the average Athenian Metic wealthy or otherwise as the prohibition did not allow for Metics to own any land. The effect of this therefor is that the Athenian Metic would have been near unable to produce any form of goods without extra cost to consider such as rent of land in order to actualy produce the goods of the industry weather it be agriculture or industrial. For the Metics in the system it was possible for them to fall into debt due to the land prohibition.[footnoteRef:3] This was due to rent sent to the landowners. However not all land was owned by the Athenian Citizens some of the land was owned by the Athenian State which also rented land out to Metics in the businesses that required land in order to produce goods. Despite this it was still better to be a Metic as they were able to rent and earn a living rather than the slaves. Therefor in general the status of Metic was better than it would appear due to this fact and despite the landowners prohibition.  [1:  The Ideology of the Athenian Metic – David Whitehead 1977]  [2:  Classical Quarterly issue 49.1 pg 161 by M. Leiwo P. Remes]  [3:  Land and debt in Classical Athens - M. I. Finley pg 251] 

	In conclusion then we can see that due to the prohibition of land in ancient Athens the Metic class would have had many difficulties in the sense of production in many fields be it industrial or agricultural. This being primarily due to the fact that these Metics would have had to pay rent to the landowners in order for them to stay on the land and produce their goods for either sale or personal use in the case of agriculture.
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