


The police force’s function to be able to use force in situations where it may be needed is fundamentally a priority (Bittner in Fyfe, 1991) but it is also the conversation of high dispute. One of the main conversations of dispute regarding force within the police is the use of tasers. The taser was first brought into the uk in 2003, this was followed by a trial regarding the use of the weapon used by firearms officers within five different police forces. The taser was then permitted for use throughout England and Wales by then home secretary, David Blunkett. This was only permitted for use by approved firearms officers in line with the specifications on guidance by the Association of Chief Police Officers. These limitations were then eased for the use of all trained officers in 2008. This was following a further trial that had taken place. Tasers have been linked to being placed in the category of ‘less lethal’ as their sole purpose is not to kill or even cause severe damage, but more to immobilize to control the situation (Bozeman and Winslow, 2005). In England and Wales only around 11% of police officers are equipped with tasers (Laville, 2013) and is estimated to be fired around five times on each day (Home Office, 2016). According to the Home Office (2020), the most familiar reason for the police to use force was to be able to protect themselves and the biggest factor was from individuals being under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

A survey completed by the college of policing and the NPCC (2008/2019) revealed that 88% of officers had stated that they had been assaulted throughout some point of their career, 39% had stated they had been assaulted whilst on duty within the last year and 15 officers had lost their lives whilst on duty due to being assaulted. The police federation in England and Wales who speak for rank-and-file officers have been petitioning for all front-line officers to be equipped with tasers after disturbing events such as the killing of PC Keith Palmer along with a police officer who was attacked with a machete in London. Encouragement of favour for police officers to be equipped with tasers ranges between police chiefs. Some express worry that the rise in taser use will harm the public relationship with the police and impairs the unarmed essence of the British police force. A prime example where tasers have shown to be a lifesaving piece of equipment is the attack on PC Stuart Outten, who was stricken to the head six times with a machete. Outten had stated that being able to use the taser to detain the attacker to the floor saved his life. With majority of UK police officers only carrying a baton and CS spray, it has been shown to simply not be enough for the safety of the officers. For example, a metropolitan police officer was attacked whilst on duty by six other individuals. The officer tried to defend himself by raising his baton but was outnumbered and suffered blows to the head. The national chair of the police federation, John Apter feels that the home office should fund for all frontline officers to be trained and equipped with tasers rather than single forces. In March 2020, the government assigned £6.7m to forty-one police forces. This will enable to forces to acquire more tasers and for further taser training. He believes that frontline officers carrying tasers will not only allow for the safety of themselves, but the safety of the public also. It has also been previously noted that many officers have in fact found tasers much simpler and successful than using batons. Despite tasers being shown to have lifesaving benefits when used accordingly, this topic continues to be a largely debated conversation with more people leaning in favour of not issuing tasers to all police officers. Amnesty international (2018) has stated that eighteen individuals within the uk have died after having a taser released on them. Amnesty UK’s police and security programme director, Oliver Feeley-Sprague does not believe tasers are suitable for all police officers solely on the fact that numerous officers do not pass the taser training course. This is either due to the lack of skill when using It or their understanding on when it should be used. Figures from the Home Office have previously shown that tasers are often the more threatening tactic that leads to medical care. There is conflicting evidence that states the presence of a weapon, i.e a taser can increase the chances of an Individual becoming aggressive (Benjamin et al, 2017). Some officers have been known to be more aggressive than normal when dealing with a conflicting experience, therefore this aggression could impact the decision taken whether to use a taser or not (Engel, Sobol and Worden, 2000). 

To conclude, it is evident that front line police officers continue to put their lives at risk everyday whilst trying to protect the public. The confrontations that come with the job, that are met on a daily basis can be very confrontational and often dangerous. The deterrent effect that the taser has allows for the potential of possible violent situations to be resolved at the very early stages. Despite the negative views on police officers carrying tasers it has been shown that they can in fact have a very beneficial part to play in managing violent situations and even lifesaving. The use of tasers is slowly becoming more apparent, this increases the severity of the importance to establish that it is used correctly, lawfully and judiciously to ensure guidelines are followed. 
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