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Part one: Reflection
Good afternoon, my name is Charleigh Steel, and my student number is 2200885. To begin with, I will be reflecting on my John Muir experience, including what I think went well and what I could improve or develop further, regarding my future practice. I will further be discussing where and how I executed my John Muir project, with reference to my idea for conservation. 
Firstly, before this module I had little knowledge of sustainability and its significance. However, I was aware of what sustainability was but after carrying out my John Muir experience as well as the information I acquired during lectures, I now obtain greater depth on this subject. I discovered that sustainability encompasses environmental, social, and economic aspects. Referring to the ability to meet the needs of the current generation, without compromising future generations. Exploring sustainability, provided me with the opportunity to self reflect on my impact on the environment, as well as within my community and others. Through, self exploration I held myself accountable for being uneducated and inconsiderate with my role in society. This has helped me to understand along with exercise sustainability within my personal life in addition to my practice. 
[bookmark: _Int_g3ZQyA5e]For this module, I choose Fendrod Lake because this area is personal to me, often I visit the Lake with my family as well as on my own. As a little girl, my grandparents and my parents would also bring me here to feed the ducks and now as an adult I like to bring my little cousin Amara here to because she also likes to feed the ducks. Further my little brother Cameron who has autism loves the Lake, making this area very special to me and my family. I enjoyed carrying out my experience here, however I would also like to carry out similar projects at beaches like Port Eynon. To explore additional wildlife including crabs as well as, investigate current sustainability concerns like plastic in oceans. I decided to create a physical scrapbook, to provide a more intimate approach to my John Muir experience. This offered me greater creative freedom, however this approach was time consuming with considertion to the detail I provided. Regarding future projects of a similar nature, I would like to carry out via a digital method. Despite this, I did enjoy this module as I was able to make use of my artistic nature, utilising varies materials and techniques. Although, I feel I could have used more sustainable resources throughout my experience for example using craft tape instead of glue. Along with, providing a greater interactive theme throughout my scrapbook, like my page on nests within my conservation section. 
(What went well? - Please turn to the share section within my scrapbook for this part of my reflection)
[bookmark: _Int_T9FbdJvp]I feel that what went well throughout my John Muir experience, would include the opportunity to work alongside my setting. I appreciated involving the children from my setting in my conservation idea, as well as my experience as a whole. In my setting, I was able to carry out EPIC planning with the children within our class floor book. This consisted of gathering all the children’s thoughts and ideas on sustainability and how we can be more sustainable within our setting. Later, this provided the creation of bird feeders. I feel I executed the creation of the bird feeders well, however due to the hot weather I found it challenging to assemble them due to the lard melting. Despite this, my creative expression was able to flourish throughout my experience along with the children’s. In addition to our awareness as a setting, as an early year’s professional, this is appreciated not only within similar projects but day-to-day exercises with children, with reference to the new curriculum for wales. 
What I would like to improve or further develop as part of my self reflection would include continual self evaluation as well as accountability. Referring to my own impact on society as well as my community, including how I aim to produce such practices within settings. With this in mind, I plan on making small changes to my everyday life like further recycling, along with walking when I am able, in place of driving. I aim to maintain sustainable goals where possible within my setting, including upcoming developments. For example, constructing wooden bird feeders for our secret garden, in addition to reusing the children’s milk cartons with varies opportunities for learning in mind. As shown in my future plans section the development of such projects, have already started within my setting. 
Thank you for listening to my reflection, this is the end of part one and I will now be moving onto part two of my presentation. This section will constitute what ESDGC is, why it is significant in the early years along with theory linking to my John Muir experience. Further part two, will include critic as well as relevant legislation and policy.
Part Two: Theory 
Firstly, I have not used any AI generated text or tools throughout this assignment. 
Kopnina (2020) discuss’ social, environmental, and ecological justice in education referring to sustainable development, referencing development goals also know as ESDGC. The concept of sustainable development, places emphasis on the economic and social aspects of sustainability. In support of this, the Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (DCELLS, Welsh Assembly Government, 2008) states that the ESDGC stands for Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship. This is an educational approach, with the core aim being the ability to prepare children and young people for the challenges and opportunities within the 21st century. Doing so, by fostering an understanding of global issues, interconnectedness, and the role each individual plays in creating and maintaining a sustainable world. ESDGC is an ethos that should be intergrated throughout the curriculum, as well as the structure of the setting. Further, Our Common Future (Sustainable Development, 1987) suggests sustainable development, which meets the needs of the present, without compromising the ability of future generation’s needs. This idea considers three main themes including economic prosperity, social justice, and envrionemntal quality, referring to ESDGC. The concept of ESDGC is relevant to part one, linking to John Muir as well as the John Muir award. According to, the John Muir Trust (no date) such award encourages people of all backgrounds to connect with, enjoy, and care for wild places. Participants are able to acquire an understanding of varies attributes of an area, encouraging the discovery, exploration, conservation, and ability to share their experience. John Muir (1838-1914) was a conservationist, activist, and campaigner who dedicated his life to protecting wild places, Muir’s work has continued relevance in modern environmental campaigning, as well as today’s approach to ESDGC. Indicated by Tinney (2020) some of the underpinning values and principles of early years education and care, are closely related to the concepts of ESDGC. Despite this, there is varies critic surrounding ESDGC within the early years. Including, concerns on frightening children, referring to how childhood should remain innocent and young children should not be concerned by global issues. For example, global warming, poverty, and inequality. However, presented within the United Conventions on the Rights of the Child (Unicef, 2019) article 29, all children have the right to an education where they are able to develop their personality, talents, and abilities to the fullest. Along with, encouraging each child to respect others, human rights, and all cultures. Aiding children to live peacefully, protect the environment, and respect all people. This suggests that all children have the right to know about issues that may affect them, as well as be provided with opportunities to take responsibility. Tinney (2020) additionally stated, many children around the world do face such real concerns within their everyday lives, therefore discussing such issues may support their understanding as an alternative to scaring them. 
[bookmark: _Int_5MURIxSr][bookmark: _Int_GY2DDdMr]For my John Muir experience, I created bird feeders with the children in my setting as my conservation idea. This developed an ecocentric approach, according to Washington et al. (2017) ecocentrism recognises intrinsic value in all lifeforms and ecosystems themselves. This suggests that all living things and envrionements are equal and are protected for their own sake rather than just for the benefit of humans. Whereas Gruen (2018) describes a different perspective, anthropocentrism which refers to a concept that humans are considered at the core of, this places humans not only at the centre of everything but makes humans the most important measure of all things. This indicates that humans are important, and human needs are a priority, this considers how the environment benefit humans. With this in mind, often sustainability does not take priority. However, part one is strongly associated with the ideas of Froebel, Cave (2023) demonstrates principles and practices with reference to Froebel’s theory. As suggested, young children should be provided opportunities to engage as well as care for nature in all its aspects, fostering children’s responsibility along with empathy for all living things. This implies, that experience is central to Froebelian practice. An approach of Froebelian nature, with the use of natural outdoor spaces exercises deeply engaged learning opportunities, encouraging confidence and greater understanding of the world. Exploring nature in different contexts, stimulates children’s appreciation, sense of responsibility and guardianship aligning with Frobel’s theory. This is relevant to part one, as all children can engage with the natural environment throughout my activity, as well as gain an in-depth knowledge on how we can take care of it, all it’s living organisms and wildlife. This is associated with, Goal 15 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (United Nations, no date) Life on Land. This refers to, protecting, restoring, and promoting life on land as well as the land itself. Further, Goal 4 quality education is considered throughout activity, with considertion to the creation of bird feeders as well as section share. Sharing the John Muir experience along with varies learning opportunities of similar nature, meets as well as encourages article 29 of the UNCRC. In addition to, the Well-being of Future Generations Act (Welsh Government, 2016) this considers the development of our environment, economy, society, and culture. Such act, refers to ensuring that furture generations have at least the same quality of life as we do. In terms of, public bodies making better decisions with considertion to ESDGC.
Within practice, as said within the Curriculum for Wales’ 4 core purposes (Welsh Government, 2022) education should encourage ethically informed citizens. This suggests that all children should engage with contemporary issues based upon their knowledge and values. Children should be able to express their commitment to the sustainability of the planet, in addition to their ability to exercise their rights and responsibilities. Children must obtain understanding of the impact of their actions, when making choices and acting upon them. Glover (2023) identified clear links between the 4 purposes of the Curriculum for Wales and ESDGC. As said, progress throughout settings in achieving ethically informed citizens, positively contributes to ESDGC. In terms of embedding ESDGC into the curriculum, Erol (2024) sates that practitioners find incorporating sustainable development into the learning environment, bring’s numerous benefits for children like fostering eco- friendly behaviour. With this in mind, sustainable eduction emphasises a sustainable future. According to, Bamber (2020) there is clear evidence that ESDGC contributes to practice within education, influencing curriculum. However, further stated there are many challenges in developing curricula embedded with ESDGC dimensions, despite its significance. As formal education takes president within settings like mathematics and literacy, seeking to enhance employability along with student successes. Yet, Bamber does note recent changes within curriculm regarding practice that highlights ESDGC. ESTYN (2014) supports this concept, stating that children had an appropriate understanding of ESDGC throughout Foundation Phase, in terms of sustainability, the natural environment as well as diversity. However, children should later develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of the more complex ESDGC concepts, in additon to relevant training for staff to deliver ESDGC more effectively. This suggests, greater opportunities for children and professionals to support ESDGC via extra curricular opportunities. Despite, changes to curriculum along with legislation, described by Parry and Metzger (2023) there are remaining challenges to delivering ESDGC in early years education. As said, many educators lack comprehensive understanding of ESDGC and its importance, hindering its effective integration into curriculum. This relates to, insufficient training and professional dvelopment opportunities for educators. Limiting professionals' confidence and ability deliver quality ESDGC education, often this relates to restricted resources. Including a lack in funding and time, opposing difficulty for early years settings to implement ESDGC initiatives. In light of this, The Sustainable Development Goals Report (2024) details significant challenges the world is facing in making substantial developments, in achieving the SDG’s based on recent data and estimates collected. As narrated, within report there are several areas of setback, whilst also showcasing tangible progress being made. This report additionally states where action must accelerate, noting SDG areas. With consideration to, the goals stated within the ESDGC, such goals must be meet by 2030, however based on such statistics this aim would be impossible to achieve within set time frame. 
To conclude, it has been clearly demonstrated throughout varies sources, the significance of ESDGC, not alone in the early years but throughout society as a whole. However, such goals describe ambitious objectives where numerous barriers are present. But with this in mind, early years practitioners have responsibility to ensure quality of practcie in view of the UNCRC, curriculm for wales and other legislation. This goal is achievable as shown throughout my John Muir experience, noting child friendly practices which highlight ESDGC. Thank you for listening to my presentation, any questions? 
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