Hello, my name is Isabelle and today i will discuss the benefits of multilingualism along with supporting evidence such as brain development and frameworks used to promote multilingualism.
In my activity i read the story ‘the gruffalo’ in both welsh and english. I did this activity as is supports multilingualism by engaging the readers and listeners brain into thinking of the translation. I asked questions in welsh and made the listeners have to think about their answer and then use the skills to translate their answer into welsh. 
The capacity to speak two or more languages fluently is known as bilingualism. Being bilingual or multilingual has become an asset in today's globalized world. Naldic (2011, p1) suggests that it is difficult to define multilingualism as people all have different bilingual characteristics. For example, some people have an advanced proficiency in two or more languages whilst others have minimal proficiency. Again, stated by Naldic, there are different criteria used to categories different forms and degrees of bilingualism. Chen and Padilla (2019, p1) named these categories as limited, partial, and competent bilinguals. 
Children who are multilingual have many advantages, including increased cognitive flexibility, the capacity to approach issues from different angles, and a higher likelihood of being tolerant and open-minded toward others, all of which can foster greater empathy and tolerance. According to ‘little cedars day nursery, (2023)’ Although multilingual children have many advantages, they may also face difficulties. These could consist of language confusion, for example, Children occasionally mix up their languages or misuse one language in particular situations. Although this is a typical stage of language development, it can occasionally be confusing for both the kid and the adults who are caring for them. Another disadvantage could be language loss if not maintained. A bilingual child may eventually become less proficient in one language if they are not exposed to both regularly. This may happen if the child is discouraged from using one language in favor of the other or if they are not exposed to it regularly. Many of us who learned a second language in school and have not used it since we are adults, and we are aware that vocabulary can easily be forgotten if it is not utilized on a regular basis.
Welsh as an additional language is defined by the Welsh government (2014, p6) as A student pursuing an education in Welsh medium who needs assistance to access the entire curriculum in Welsh, as their first language is neither Welsh nor English, and the same for English as an additional language. The issue with Welsh as an additional language comes as most local authorities are not able to provide a Welsh medium provision for those with additional learning needs. Another issue with EAL/WAL is that children have different starting points about abilities and will progress though development at various stages and progress may not be constant for each child and the Welsh government states there is no Welsh as additional language assessment framework. 
Settings should encourage children to understand the benefits and values to learning and using different languages and encourage them to use their plurilingual skills and provide opportunities for learning such as scaffolding and allowing children to communicate with staff to encourage using the language, stories and music in specific languages and provide task-based learning strategies. Blaire (2000) states that the Government’s vision is “to see the Welsh language thriving in Wales”14 and “to have an education and training system that responds in a planned way to the growing demand for Welsh-medium education, reaches out to and reflects our diverse communities. 

Cognitive advantages of multilingualism include greater capacity to problem solving, creative thinking, divergent thinking, and more positive consequences in the mathematical world. 
Divergent thinking is increased in those who are bilingual or multilingual, there are 4 main characteristics in those who are great divergent thinkers:
Fluency - ability to rapidly produce many ideas or solutions to a problem.
• Flexibility - the capacity to consider a variety of approaches to a problem simultaneously.
• Elaboration - the ability to think through the details of an idea and carry it out.
• Originality - the tendency to produce ideas different from those of most other people.

Research into bilingual brain by (Kuipers and Thierry, 2015) suggests that new norms can differentiate between 2 languages just hours after birth, and suggests that bilingual children have enhanced phonological awareness and increased connectivity in wernickes area, the area of the brain which is responsible for language development and processing and increased activity in the motor cortex is responsible for the production of second language.  

As a conclusion, multilingualism is a great advantage to all pupils and should be encouraged from an early age, not only by teachers and practitioners but by parents. It is beneficial to brain function and allows for long term advantages such as increased job opportunities and increased pay chances and allows people to have cultural awareness and social experiences. 
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