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The purpose of this report is to show and tell you about the data that I have collected over the last 10 weeks in class. The method we used for collecting data about online collaboration was to create a MS Forms questionnaire which will allow us to receive data is a fast-paced way to see the 9 different views on what the participants think and why. By doing this has helped me to gain more knowledge about the digital world and be able see if my hypothesis is correct. My conclusion was that for next time when I have to do something like this I would have sent my questionnaire to at least 5 staff members so I can see the difference between what staff think about online collaboration and what students think.
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[bookmark: _Toc100391851]In this research report I am going to be collecting data of how students use technology to collaborate. In our group we were put into in week 3, we were given three questions where we had to pick one and collect data and from students, staff and academic articles and textbooks. My chosen research question was our staff and students confident in using technology to collaborate? Also, the hypothesis we came up with in our group was that it would be a 50% split that some staff and students are confident, and some staff and students are not in using technology to collaborate. Rafalow MH tells us that in the digital age, schools are a central part of a nationwide effort to make access to technology more equitable, so people have the opportunity to engage with technologies that are essential modern-day life (2021). This shows the importance of digital skills currently as we all use them in everyday life. 
Research design

Research question
There were three research questions that we could choose from in our groups: A. Are staff and students confident in using technology to collaborate? B. Which digital tool is most commonly used for collaboration at UWTSD? D. Is there a need to provide training on how to use technology to collaborate at UWTSD? We decided to go with question A as we were all online through MS Teams so we thought it would suit us the most as we have had to use technology to collaborate so it would be good to talk about our own opinions and views on using technology to collaborate.
Methods
The methods that we used in our research was academic articles to gain a better understanding from other people’s point of view. Reading some of the articles really helped me to gain a better understanding of how staff and students use technology to collaborate. We also planned in week 7 we prepared our questionnaire to make sure it was ready to share to the staff and students in our class in week 8. I would say a questionnaire is so good as we get to see the reasons of what the people In our class think as questionnaire collect all the data for you faster than looking elsewhere for it. Some of the questions that I added in the questionnaire to ask was: 
· Do you see the value in using technology to collaborate? 
· Rate how you feel about using technology to collaborate? 
· Rank these words in order of what you feel most confident in using?
·  Rank these words in order of how you feel using technology to collaborate? 
· Age range? 
· Have you found it hard in your groups using technology to collaborate? 
· Would you say you need more training at UWTSD to feel more confident using technology to collaborate? 
· I give my full consent to taking part in this survey?
These are just some of the questions that we used as we thought it would be good to see everyone’s personal perspective. We decided to send it to the entire class over email with a link and barcode and whoever wanted to complete could complete it there own time when it suited them. Email was the most effective way to send the questionnaire across to everyone because I could select the student’s names and it was easy to do as it is very straight forward. Thankfully I received a total of 9 responses back, this was very good, and I was able to compare the results from each participant that had taken part in the questionnaire. 
[bookmark: _Toc100391854]Ethical Considerations
“For any research investigation involving human subjects, there must be careful consideration of ethical issues that may arise in the planning, conduct, and reporting of the study.” Oxford university press (2015) I also agree with Oxford university press because when planning a questionnaire, you must abide by the ethical considerations rules as it helps to protect my safety and the safety of the others involved and the participants taking part in the questionnaire. Ethics also helps us what to do and why so this shows you should plan to make sure that you are not doing it the wrong way where it could be illegal. 
Some of the ethical considerations that I took into place when making the questionnaire were:
1. We would not share any of the participants information for example, names, numbers or any personal details.
2. We were to follow the data protection laws that have been put in place
3. Keep our questionnaire within the university
4. To follow the University of Whales Trinity Saint David ethics and integrity code of practice
These were the four most important ethical considerations I choose to abide with as I wouldn’t want anyone to think I would share there data so in my questionnaire I made a tick box question by putting I give my full consent to take part in this survey. For them to tick yes shows that they are confident with my ethical considerations and trust I will not jeopardise their trust. Also, to keep the questionnaire within the university so that not just anyone can see it. The University of Whales Trinity Saint David states “Failure to follow the University’s guidance on ethical review of research may result in disciplinary action.” (2017-2020).  Therefore, it is key to follow the ethical considerations and remember to check your work, so it doesn’t lead you to a disciplinary action.
[bookmark: _Toc100391855]Results
 In this section I have created bar chart graphs and tables of the results from my questionnaire below. The results I received on MS Forms, I transferred them onto Excel in order to create my graphs. The left side of the graphs represents the number of participants. Some of the data is shown below in a table form because there wasn’t a chart that would add all the different answers. 
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Discussion
In this discussion I’m going to be talking about the 9 participants that took part in the questionnaire.
As you can see in the first bar chart the question was have you found it hard using technology to collaborate with your groups. The most common answer was 50/50 which was in total 6 people and 2 participants said yes that they did find it hard and 1 said no so they seem to be confident in using technology to collaborate. In my opinion I wasn’t really surprised because I would of chose 50/50 too as it can be hard at times trying to collaborate using technology with your group. 
In the second bar chart the question was would you say you need more training at UWTSD to feel more confident using technology to collaborate? This question shows over a third of the group voted yes for this. I believe this is true because technology is changing everyday and is becoming more modern so yes, I think training should be provide every so often just to refresh the memory of the staff and students. Kolbaek, D. states “that you find good resources online that identify new practises and techniques for leading, knowledge sharing and learning through online collaboration (2018)”. So Kolbaek says that can identify new practises for online collaboration this shows that new things are coming out all the time so it would be good to have training to get use to the new technical tools and resources that are coming out. 
Bar chart three was do you feel anxious if you are asked to use technology to collaborate? With this question there was a variety of mixed emotions. 4 participants voted for maybe, 3 voted for yes and 2 voted for no. 
In table number 4 shows the ranking order in what way everyone feels most comfortable. As you can see in the table above 99% was ranked top for WhatsApp. WhatsApp is one of the most popular apps in day-to-day life, whether it’s for personal or business use it is a great way to communicate. Gould, et al explains that “It was felt to be a good thing in general by 72.5%, with 80% reporting that it improves the relationship between grades and breaks down the traditional hierarchies that can stunt effective communication within a team” (2016).  This shows us that WhatsApp is an effective way to collaborate.
In my opinion from the data collected off the questionnaire. I would say that yes, my hypothesis was confirmed to be true as I said it would be a 50/50 split and most questions that was answered were a variety of mixed emotions from each of the participants. From the questionnaire it shows that staff and students are not fully there yet with using technology to collaborate, but they have some knowledge of how to use technology to collaborate. I was a little shocked with the question: Do you feel anxious if you are asked to collaborate using technology? This question did shock me a bit as 4 of the participants voted for maybe and 3 of the participants voted for yes. As it is still so fresh for us just learning about technology to collaborate, I thought that the most common answer would be that yes, they would feel anxious considering we have not spent a lot of time on this and using technology to collaborate is still us learning how to do so. I wouldn’t really say any of the other results shocked me as a lot of the answers I was thinking the same as what the participants answered too.
[bookmark: _Toc100391857]Conclusion
So, I have spoken about some of the ethical considerations and research design in this text. I would still say that my answer for using technology to collaborate is still a 50/50 split as there’s still loads more new digital tools coming out and it can be hard trying to collaborate if you don’t know what you are doing or struggling a bit. Barnes, M. (2016)” During a time when I was becoming somewhat advanced in technology integration, I knew nothing about what is arguably the most important skill teachers and students can have.” As Barnes says when becoming advanced in technology integration, he still knew nothing about what the most important skills for students and teachers which shows me that its not just us struggling other people out there are finding it hard to. Even though online collaborations have so many good advantages as well as it also has its disadvantages. As for some parts of my questionnaire some of the issues couldn’t be solved for instance the age range, as although it would have been good to see from the perspective from different age groups unfortunately that couldn’t be helped as we decided to keep our question within the university. Next time I will definitely try and send the questionnaire across to more staff members on the campus, as I understand that everyone’s not free at the same time and could possibly forget about their questionnaire, but I would have really liked it if a teacher had a go at the questions as I would have been able to see and compare the different types of data collected about staff and students’ online collaboration.
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 Have you found it hard using technology to collaborate within your groups?




Total	50/50	No	Yes	6	1	2	
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