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A documentary depicting about the new tribe that ran away from the discrimination their old tribe/culture would force on them. It helps with showing how culture is different in Mount Kenya and how men think differently of women in their culture.
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Documentary depicting the location in China where women are able to have power over men who previously stated only one child was allowed to be born in China, meaning they were limited to have one lover, however, in this location they’re allowed as many children and boyfriends at they wish. The documentary helps depict how different people can have different cultures when in the same place and not wishing to follow the one culture.

3. Why cultural determinism is not science – Nigel Barber Ph.D.
A webpage with the theory on why cultural determinism can’t be counted as science from Nigel Barber, he goes on to explain the problems it would cause should anyone try and determine it to be science. It helps in determining whether cultural determinism can help with economical and political debates like some claim.

4.  Our new cultural determinism – David Steirgerwald
An article that explains today’s society and cultural determinism. Able to explain if it has any impact on today’s society or not.
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An article by Robert M. Keesing that contains information and theories behind the many cultures in the world. This piece of information helps with giving a detailed rundown of the information on culture necessary.
Glossary
1. Cultural determinists – People who are strong believers in cultural determinism and therefore bring forth the opinion of the culture they are a part of in a political and economic view.
2. Tribe – A group of people who are grouped together through social, economic or religious links.
3. Imbibe – To absorb the information given to them.
4. Explanatory constructs – To connect ideas in order to understand cause and effect, or researchers wish to explain what’s going on.
5. Validity – The quality of being factually or logically sound.
6. Moralistic – Overfond of making moral judgements about others’ behaviours; too ready to moralize.
7. Patriarchal – Relating to or denoting a system of society or government controlled by men.
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Perspective – The art of representing three-dimensional objects on a two-dimensional surface so as to give the right impression of their height, width, depth, and position in relation to each other.
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What is cultural determinism?

Cultural determinism can be described as the condition where a tribe, culture or even a religion is influenced on a person since birth. What the beliefs are when it comes to the tribe, culture or religion will become the ideal that the individual will believe in wholeheartedly. Considering the ideas are fed to the person since birth, it dominates the person in question turning them into a strong believer in the ideals of whatever culture they are a part of.

This goes with culture considering most cultures that are formed or revived come with ideals, dreams and rules to become a part of the culture. As some people will be brought in, most who are a part of the culture are born into it and therefore taught the ways of the culture’s ideals, dreams, rules and many other different things. It shows that while many cultures are different when it comes to ideals and such, they all still have on thing in common and that’s the ones who are born into the culture become strong believers in their culture’s ways due to being taught them at birth.
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How is it used in culture?



Cultural determinism is used in both political and economic in culture, it has been 

used throughout many cultures ranging from ancient civilizations to the cultures of 

today. An example of this is back in the times of Ancient Greece, there was the belief 

that the only way you could take part in arguments or understand their culture was if 

you indulged in the language and knew how to speak Greek.



Cultural determinism itself is the theory that the culture we were raised in will mold the 

way we think in political, emotional and behavioural terms. Therefore, it is also used 

when it comes to politics and any other argument you’d bring forward, similar to a 

religious person, anyone who is a part of a culture will live by their culture’s beliefs, 

disagreeing with any other idea that isn’t from their culture.
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Examples of cultural determination



There have been plenty of examples throughout history regarding cultural 

determination and how it shows the different cultures in the world. There was Ancient 

Greece who believed that speaking Greek was the only way to understand said 

culture, that anyone else would be fakes who don’t really believe in their ideals, the 

examples go through history to even the present day.



There is also the historic example of the culture Romanticism which was known as a 

large element of cultural determinism since in the context of Romanticism, the 

geography molded individuals and over time customs and culture related to that 

geography arose and these being in harmony with the place of society were better 

than arbitrarily imposed laws.



These examples show that cultural determinism affects culture considering it would 

cast out any outsiders who are different from their culture, making anyone who is 

taught the ways of their culture from birth almost ignorant to other culture or group’s 

ideals and ways of viewing the world.
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Cultural determinism as a political 

and economic influence



There are a number of theories to do with social development that are dependent

on culture, describing it as the factor to determine all the others. This is distinct from 

the other theories of economic determinism such as the theory by Marx, to be more 

precise: that an individual or class’ role in the means of production determines 

outlook and cultural roles.



Political movements that are rooted in cultural determinism are usually in opposition 

to political and economic ideologies or consider them of less importance compared 

to factors like religion, race and nationality. However, cultural determinists do not 

necessarily disagree with Marx’s view of social class as an important determining 

factor as well.



The idea of cultural determinism is extremely common: numerous societies have 

believed that their habits, ideas, and customs were what determined the shape of 

their political and economic arrangements, and were the source of their uniqueness 

above all else. This can be seen in adherence to national epics, particular religious 

customs, and focus on the importance of language as the determiner of national 

identity.
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The problems of cultural 

determinism as a science



Some use cultural determinism as a science, many view it as such, however, that 

causes several problems to occur should one look at cultural determinism as a 

science. For instance, when a violent crime occurs, it is known as a culture of 

violence, we are unable to learn what causes some cultures to become rather 

violent in the first place, instead the outcome is used to explain itself or an exercise in 

circular reasoning that lacks scientific validity.



Not to mention the key explanatory constructs are generally moralistic (racism, 

sexism, lookism, imperialism). They take sides and prevent researchers or 

anthropologists from maintaining the sort of objectivity that is the key to good 

science.



Finally, cultural determinists assume that humans belong to a different scientific realm 

than all other evolved species on this planet. The upshot is that cultural determinism 

truly explains very little and the sciences that are infected by it make little or no 

progress.
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Cultural determinism today



In today’s society, there are still plenty of cultures and tribes with cultural determinists. 

From birth the members of the culture, tribe, religion are all taught the ideals, dreams 

and rules of their culture, society or tribe. Such an example is the tribe called the 

Samburu, the sub tribe of the Maasai who reside in Mount Kenya, their culture is 

mostly men having the dominant power over women. The women are sent off into 

marriages with men they have no affiliations with, they are prone to genital mutilation 

and they are unable to hold any sort of power in the tribe. The cultural determinism in 

this is that despite many saying it is wrong and shouldn’t be exercised, anyone born 

into the tribe, women included have always seen these traditions as the correct way.



There is also the new culture that was created from the discrimination of the Samburu 

tribe where their ideals and rules are basically the opposite: a village where women 

can escape from their arranged marriages where women are the ones with power, 

however, instead of discriminating them like the Samburu tribe, they would simply 

allow men who do not see women as tools to live with them so long as they work 

alongside them as equals. This is a different way of having cultural determinists 

considering these cultural determinists are willing to allow men, other ideals and 

beliefs in the village with them rather than cast them out like the Samburu tribe 

would’ve done.
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Linking to culture



The very foundation that culture is able to affect development is an idea with a long 

history going back to at least the sociologist Max Weber who argues that 

Protestantism played a critical role in the unfolding of the industrial revolution in Britain 

since it promoted the work ethic and valued the accumulation of wealth (in contrast, 

so the argument goes to continental Catholicism). More generally culture operates 

through institutions.



Culture can be expressed through culture determinists considering they are the ones 

who promote their culture’s ideals, beliefs and such through an economic and 

political view. Considering the fact that culture is allowed to express its ideals in a 

political and economic way, culture is linked to culture determinism simply because 

without culture determinism they aren’t able to promote many cultures’ views and 

opinions on anything political and economical.
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How cultural determinism behaves



Societal variation (or diversity) is the subject matter of cultural determinism. For 

sociologists and social psychologists, the key differences are attitudes towards 

women and minorities, or just class differences. Anthropologists focus on bodily 

decoration, marriage, sexuality, warfare, home construction, religion, language, 

subsistence economy and so forth.



Such variation is commonly viewed by cultural determinists as ironclad evidence that 

societal differences are caused by “cultural” differences. A person imbibes the ideas 

of their society and goes on to behave much like everyone else there, whether they 

happen to live in a developed country or belong to an indigenous tribe.



In this vein, members of a society somehow come up with a set of rules about how to 

behave, rules that get passed on first by oral tradition, and subsequently by writing 

and electronic media in developed countries. Over time these rules change due to 

accumulated thoughts, such as religious traditions and bodies of law, as well as via 

random copying error, or drift, as illustrated by regional dialects of a language.
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How different are cultural 

determinists are from others?



Like most people, cultural determinists stick to their ideals, dreams, ideas and rules 

closely considering they are taught the many things of their cultures from when 

they’re first able to learn. However, it is most likely that cultural determinists are 

stubborn when it comes to people attempting to change their views from the ones 

they’ve known ever since birth.



It is also seen that while they don’t mean any offence, cultural determinists will discuss 

topics with others as though their culture’s ideals and dreams are superior to others, 

while they don’t try to be rude, they’re not seen in a great light by others. Reason 

being cultural determinism is not as seen as a valid scientific argument at times due 

to the fact that most of the tribes and religion are unable to bring forth solid proof of 

their claims.
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Culture: Cultural 

Determinism
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What is cultural determinism?



Cultural determinism can be described as the condition where a tribe, culture or 

even a religion is influenced on a person since birth. What the beliefs are when it 

comes to the tribe, culture or religion will become the ideal that the individual will 

believe in wholeheartedly. Considering the ideas are fed to the person since birth, it 

dominates the person in question turning them into a strong believer in the ideals of 

whatever culture they are a part of.



This goes with culture considering most cultures that are formed or revived come with 

ideals, dreams and rules to become a part of the culture. As some people will be 

brought in, most who are a part of the culture are born into it and therefore taught 

the ways of the culture’s ideals, dreams, rules and many other different things. It 

shows that while many cultures are different when it comes to ideals and such, they 

all still have on thing in common and that’s the ones who are born into the culture 

become strong believers in their culture’s ways due to being taught them at birth.


