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Aims of my research: To explore and understand the fishing heritage of my home town in more detail. When conducting my research, I did not have clear aims as I wanted to see where the ethnography would guide me. This topic is important because it gives a voice to a disappearing trade in to which a reasonable portion of the UK’s workforce belonged too. My research aims to achieve an understanding of how fishing created/shaped the way of life in Grimsby. The outcomes of this research are to help townsfolk and those outside of the town understand how a decline in the fishing industry deeply disrupted the livelihoods of many people. “For every fisherman that goes to sea, 10 people on land are employed” (Mr T, 2017).
Methodology: To collect my data I conducted personal, one-to-one, unstructured interviews with the participant. Over the course of a few weeks a total of 3 interviews, roughly 4 hours each occurred. To re-analyse the data later, conversations were recorded (with permission) and notes were taken. I choose to have the style of the interview informal and relaxed as I did not feel the topic required intense scrutiny nor a structured setting.  Whilst my participant was aware of me recording and noting taking I do not feel this altered the data collected. The first interview was unstructured; the aim to be a clear slate, ‘start from the beginning of your life as a fisherman’ conversation to begin to build an ethnography of my participants life. In the second interview I asked smaller, open-ended questions about aspects of fishing I had come across in my research but allowed for the topic to change accordingly. I aimed for conversations continued in the direction the participant wanted to talk about. Questions in the third interview were more tailored and then the conversation flowed naturally. I am yet to decide which method I will use to analyse my data with. 
Ethnographic Research: Mr T was a fisherman for over 20 years. He told me his story from when he first started as a fisherman, roughly 1975, to when he left the industry, roughly 1996. He spoke of his experience of various aspects in fishing and the expertise gained. Fishing included generations of families working in the industry, large part of the town’s livelihood. I am also continuing research at the local Fishing Heritage Centre which will focus upon the historical data they have collected to give historical accuracy (to some extent) to my work. My current progress is going well with a broad range of data to draw upon and potential to receive more data as and when needed. 
Research Direction: A key theme that appeared in my data was the discussion and practice of folklore. For example; green is considered unlucky, not worn at all or used anywhere in houses; never sail on a Friday; women do not wash on a Friday/do not wash on the day the man sails, “you’ll wash him away”; no loose change was taken to sea, thrown overboard when leaving the dock; never whistle on a ship – “you would whistle up the wind”; women never said goodbye to a fisherman, you would “wishing them away” and fisherman never looked back when leaving port. 
There are a variety of scholars who have considered this topic. I will draw particularly on Eriksen who notes that: “The concept of superstition was largely reserved for descriptions of invisible interrelationships in the world which neither science, authorised religion nor ‘common sense’ could account for” (Eriksen, 2010: 220). I am also exploring Bear and Eden’s concept of the relationship between fish and fisherman, “They engage with complex spacialities and rhymicities of [sea] environments… Relationships with fish are influenced by seasonal and everyday variations in weather” (Bear and Eden, 2011: 344), this point, whilst not explicitly linked to folklore, this helps our understanding of how successful fishing was linked to the fisherman’s knowledge of seasonal and everyday weather pattern. Using this context and supported by my ethnographic research if certain variations of weather were not ‘correct’ when in certain fishing grounds then the catch would be poor. Linked to influence of the wind and swell on the fish, the folklore belief “whistling up the wind” was a particularly strong belief amongst fisherman and, as Mr T points out, it would have you “clipped round the ear for whistling”. Further understanding can come from the ethnographic article by Mullens on ‘The Function of Magic Belief in Texan Coastal Fisherman’, “Magic beliefs have no rational explanation in the fishermen's minds; these are the practices that seem to be based on some mysterious elements ordinarily beyond man’s control… examples include; its bad luck to bring a woman on board a boat” (Mullen, 1969: 215). Whilst my ethnography has no explicit mention of magic, it wouldn’t be unreasonable to link the common folklore belief “A women on board a ship is bad luck” taken from a fisherman in the UK, to the ‘magic beliefs’ of Texan Coastal Fishermen. It appears there is common link between the two which has currently no clear origins. Further research will be needed. 
Other points: I will read further literature on of the meanings of colour, material on Materialities, throwing money into bodies of water and other folklore beliefs that appear. The strengths of this dissertation include; being able to gather more research from both my participant and others including those in other countries (via social media) and within the Fishing Heritage Centre. My research topic has strong academic links within anthropology and other disciplines and there would have a wide range of literature to draw upon. Two problems I might encounter are having too wide a focus and being too vague when writing. However, I aim to counter this by regularly re-assessing and understanding both the aims and making sure the voice of my ethnography to the front of my overall research. This research will hopefully lead the way to further research understanding how the intricate details of communities within the UK shape the lives within them.
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