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Analysis 

The purpose of this paper is to identify and analyse two different story telling sceneries. One of these sceneries will be labelled as a traditional form of storytelling including the use of a cover book, however the other scenery will be focusing on a more digital approach where the use of technology is a key feature in storytelling sessions. Each storytelling session will be analysed and evaluated how it best supports a child’s literacy within the new curriculum. This analysis will identify the benefits and restrictions of a traditional storytelling and the new form of digital literacy that is prominent in new age educations and developments within children’s learning. 

Story telling is paramount for a child learning to use their voices for the first time. When reading to children they listen deeply to how you say words and how your mouth may move or the shape it may make when sounding out different sounds or noises, all of which support the child’s literacy development even from a very young age. (Nedovic, 2020) It is very clear that young children love having stories read to them, this is because books provide an escape and allows the child to learn about every topic available, the children can learn all about growing seeds or monsters or even aliens, it provides children with the ideas and new vocabulary that they can use and explore these ideas and make belie lands through play and reading stories (Fox 2008). It’s not only children that have the benefits and the joy from reading but it is also very beneficial for unborn babies. 
Studies have shown that foetuses can hear from inside the womb. Studies have concluded form around 18 weeks the baby inside the uterus will begin to hear sounds that the mother’s body will make, the mother’s heartbeat will be one of the first sounds that a baby will hear. From around 27 weeks and onwards the unborn baby will be able to hear limited sounds from outside the body this would be the mothers voice when she speaks or if the father will be speaking to the bump to make his voice familiar to the baby will not only be able to hear voices but will also be able to hear sudden loud noises and will also have a jump reaction that the mother will be able to feel, this can occur from around 22 weeks  Once the unborn baby has reached full term, they will have the ability to hear as well as an adult and will begin to pick up the language that is used and get used to sounds that will be heard in everyday life (Shu, 2021). Parents having this information would put a great emphasises on encouraging parents to read and sing to the baby in the womb as it will allows bonding to take place and it will allow the child to begin to develop their literacy skills (Carcerano, 2020). Exposing your unborn baby to frequent sounds and reading story’s will allow brain activity to take place and may greatly benefit the child’s pace of development within the literacy spectrum. It has been shown that if babies hear a frequent tune or sound when in utero once they are born and hear this sound there will be an instant reaction as the baby will remember this as of brain activity and stimulation of the baby’s brain occurring inside the mother will support brain development and the child will be able to pick up frequently used vocabulary because of this recognition. (Geddes, 2010). 

Story telling is not only greatly approved by practitioners there are some theories that support storytelling throughout their theories and believe that they are a core part of children’s development. Two theorist that focus closely on how the environment influences the child while learning is B.F Skinner and Albert Bandura (Wanjohi, 2010). The storyteller that is being evaluated in the clips has used an outdoor woodland area to tell the story of stick man by Julia Donaldson. (refrence here) 

Noam Chomsky has a theory related to children and the relevance of how children acquire language. Chomsky believed that once children were born, they are pre-programmed with a specific part of the child’s brain that is dedicated for acquiring a language. The way children learn is using the mechanism that they are born with when listening to adults speak or read aloud the predisposition is triggered from hearing this language used, however adults don’t always speak grammatically correct this will limit the child in the quality and quantity of the language that they are being exposed to. The child’s brain is always making connections and links when hearing adults communicate and how to use words appropriately, Chomsky used this research to establish the Language Acquisition Device or commonly known as LAD. The LAD allows children to establish a difference between tenses in which a verb can be used in, understanding this allows the child to use these words correctly in a sentence supporting future language development and oracy skills. Chomsky believes language acquisition is in a child’s nature and they were born to do it and it is not a result of being taught, he believes that the language device in the child’s brain has a way of problem solving and learning how to adapt language to fit in with correct tense and relevance as the child grows. 
On the other had a theorist that doesn’t agree with Chomsky’s LAD theory is B.F Skinner (Mooney, 2015). 

Skinners theory on how children acquire a language is that children learn a language and develop these skills through nurture. Skinner’s theory of language presents the idea that children learn to talk and communicate through praise and encouragement from parents and carers. The child when attempting to communicate the parent will encourage and praise the child when the sounds that the child is making begin to from words or sentences therefore providing the child with confidence. Skinner believes that when a baby Is babbling the noises, they are making have no meaning or relevance to language whereas Chomsky believes that the child is using these sounds as an effort to communicate. (Mooney, 2015)


Analysing what the storyteller has displays while in the storytelling videos. The storyteller was reading the story of stick man by Julia Donaldson (Donaldson, 2016). Analysing the traditional story that the storyteller told in an outdoor woodland area. The storyteller explains to the children about the story, the storyteller also points out the prop stick men that are going to be used, the storyteller also explains that the children will be doing an activity after the story involving them walking through the woodland area and making their own stick men, this links the relevance of the story to the environment and also provides the children to be involved when making their own versions of the story. 
The digital version of the story provided the children with a large visual aid which shows the images from the story (Fusion, 2020). 

Characterisations
While the storyteller is reading the story of stick man in the traditional form it is identified that the storyteller uses their voice to narrate the characters when they are talking. The use of this storytelling tool allows the children to recognise the difference in the characters and will promote the children’s imagination of how they would invasion the animal or person to sound like. This will also engage the children in the story and will encourage them to read and retell the story and play the parts of the characters and making funny voices for them. Including the children and encouraging them to engage in storytelling activities. Telling stories to children also supports their language literacy and oracy by introducing new words that the children may not have heard before, the children when listening to the story will ask questions to further the understanding or when being asked questions encourage the children to refer back to the story, the relevance of this to characterisation is the children will ask the storyteller why do you sound like that and the storyteller will say that’s how I think this character would speak and it sparks the children to create their own version of the story and he characters when they retell it.  (Mendiniece, 2020)
Characterisations within storytelling allows listens and the reader to gain an understanding of the character and may allow the listeners to sympathise and identify the emotions of how the character is feeling based on how the storyteller is adapting their voice. (MasterClass, 2021) 
The storyteller throughout the story upon meeting new characters would change their voice, for an example when in the stickman story in both submitted video clips the storyteller spoke at a fast pace with a pant as if the dog was excited and out of breath from playing with the stick. The storyteller also contorted their voice when portraying a swan, the storyteller changed to a nasally voice as if talking with a beak. 

Rhyming 
Throughout the book stickman by Julia Donaldson rhyming is a key aspect that is present throughout. An example of rhyming in this story is ‘he sets off home with a hop and a twirl. Stick man oh stickman beware of the girl’ (Donaldson, 2016). Basic use of rhyming is present throughout the story, and it can be a very inclusive factor when involving children in the storytelling. The aspect of rhyming as a storytelling tool is a really effective way of challenging children with their vocabulary, using a rhyming sentence and asking what the final rhyming word could be is challenging children and their language and literacy as they will have to evaluate what words rhyme with the previous, this is a good activity to boost children’s vocabulary and seeing how many other words rhyme, rhyming stories also support with phonological awareness and the sounds that letters make. (Kuppen, 2018)
Evaluating the storyteller, while reading the story they made emphasis on some of the words that were said when they were being followed by another rhyming word this gives the children the opportunity to guess and use their vocabulary of what they think the next rhyming word will be, this promotes the children to use their problem solving skills to use clues from the images that are provided within the book to see what may happen to stick man next. The storyteller asked the children when watching the digital video when stickman was floating in the sea where to they think he will end up promoting the children’s problem solving and word association of the sea to the beach. 

Repetition
In the story stick man by Julia Donaldson has a very distinct word that is repeated throughout, and that word is “stick man.  Stick man is the name of the main character in the story and is also the title of the book. The repetition of stick man’s name is often used when leading up to something bad occurring, so it acts as a suspense tool. The repetition of stick man also allows the children to become included in telling the story as they can join in calling his name. 
Repetition is a good storytelling tool as it aids the children in remembering what happens next as it is a ground point of when that word is repeated that means something is going to happen. Repetition when storytelling with children Is important as it allows the brain to retain more information if they are continuously said expanding and strengthening the children’s language. Repetition also allows the child to feel independent when they know they are reading part of the story without having full control over the book, this allows the child to feel excited when they will be able to read the words on the page and may spark encouragement to begin learning (Dugger, 2020). 
The storyteller Praises the children at the end of the digital storytelling clip for aiding with reading the story as the children were telling parts of the story with the storyteller which is a high percentage chance the children were saying the repeated lines of ‘stick man oh stickman’ throughout the story. The children being engaged in the story and taking part as a result of repetitive language will allow the children to take control of their own storytelling as repetitive language can be remembered and will provide the children with recognition of parts of the story that they can have a chance to retell using their own language database. 

To conclude this analysis, the art of traditional and digital storytelling is always going to be a key part of children’s learning and their lives. The tools that are hidden within children’s books to capture the imagination but to also promote language and literacy is a intelligent way to promote children’s progress and development to become confident communicators. Therefore both digital and traditional storytelling has its benefits to children’s learning as the world is changing and children’s learning is adapting to a digital based learning plan but including the traditional storytelling greatly supports this through the transformation into a digital age.  
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