
Script for presentation:
How things have changed – climate change on ski resorts
According to WWF (N.D), Climate change is having serious impacts on the world's water systems through more flooding and droughts. Warmer air can hold a higher water content, which makes rainfall patterns more extreme.
The planet has been significantly impacted by climate change in many different ways. Additionally, it has had a significant impact on ski resorts all over the world, particularly in nations with warmer winter temperatures and less snowfall. Climate change is turning skiing into an endangered pastime. Ski seasons are becoming shorter. Slopes are turning green as temperatures rise. Heavy rainfall in Alpine resorts contributed to snow melting and slushy conditions (Gerretsen (n.d.)). 
Ski seasons have become shorter because of climate change as snow is melting earlier than usual due to rising temperatures over time. However, ski resorts can also affect climate change due to energy use and transportation, this contributes to climate change. 
[bookmark: _Int_lsbn6IOg]Local communities that depend on ski resorts for employment are being impacted by climate change as well. The majority of ski resorts are found in tiny towns, where the residents depend on them for employment, revenue, and tourism-related business. With ski resorts having to have shorter seasons, this will have an effect on the local economy. 
Snow depth has reduced by nearly 10% since the 1970s, and “snow cover duration” by more than 5% per decade over the past 50 years. The ski season is now a month shorter than in the 1970s (The Week UK, 2023). 
According to Bernabei (2023), a popular ski resort in Italy has faced many issues due to climate change. It is questioned whether the skiing industry should resist or change. Many ski resorts are questioning whether they should change the business model and look for alternative sources of tourist revenue.
Many ski resorts have now had to purchase in snow-making equipment to make up for the lack of natural snowfall. 
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Report
Executive summary
This report gives an overview of climate change and how it has affected ski resorts. The report includes an introduction, key findings and a conclusion with recommendations.
There will also be a brief overview of challenges that were encountered within the group project. The report will describe the team-based processes, including thoughts and feelings, positives and negatives of the experience. It will conclude with recommendations and what was learned and gained from the experience. 

Introduction
The skiing industry is significant to tourism as it attracts millions of tourists every year. These tourists bring millions of pounds into the skiing industry.
Climate change is on the rise every single day and ski resorts will be massively affected by this; it is a huge threat to the tourism industry. With thousands of resorts around the world struggling to adapt to the changes that have happened due to climate change. With rising temperatures, ski seasons have become shorter which has led to many challenges for the locals. This report will include how ski resorts have been adapting, examining the impact of climate change on the resorts, and how it is affecting us. 
The purpose of this report is to give an overview of climate change and how it has changed ski resorts. It includes research on how ski resorts are adapting. 
Methodology
[bookmark: _Int_ES0u0FR8]Numerous case studies have been investigated to see how ski resorts are coping with the current situation in order to gather data for this report. The research strategy includes gathering data from a range of sources, including books, news articles, and the internet, by conducting online research.
As our presentation was a team-based project, with Jake leading, we were all assigned our own title to research on. To make things easier, we all made a group chat and had several calls to discuss the project. We decided the process for choosing our title was to pick any one you wanted, this way it ensured that we all had our own say and didn’t end up with a title we did not want. Also, the team all came up with several titles that we could present about. As a group, we all felt calm and collected as we all knew what we were doing. There were many positives to this experience including all of our group being available to support each other throughout. 
[bookmark: _Int_EFtJNKue]However, there are also some negatives to the team project. One of the negatives including one of our team members not participating. This made us feel on edge as we hadn't heard from this team member as they weren’t engaging, so we had to decide on whether we would wait for them or carry on doing our work. We had to ensure that everyone was at the same pace due to the fact that we had to make our presentation as a group and not solo. 
We used design thinking throughout as it helped us to solve problems that we came across. It helped us by thinking creatively and understanding the idea so that we could come up with a solution if needed. For example, the team member that wasn’t engaging in the project. We all tried to understand why they wasn’t participating, to solve this we had tried to involve them because they may not have understood the project.  
When we were gathering ideas for our group project, we all used critical thinking skills. This meant that we were able to speak about everyone's ideas and decide whether we wanted to use them or not. We were all questioning each other's opinions so that we would think about them more. This ensured that we all had our own say. 
Key findings
The key findings of this report clearly show how climate change has impacted the ski resorts around the world. According to the research (BBC,2023), we can determine that unseasonably warm conditions and sparse snowfall has forced some low-level ski resorts to shut in recent days - as Europe started the new year with record-breaking temperatures. The temperature has risen in many countries, this suggests that ski resorts are struggling to stay open and attract customers. 
With climate change escalating, ski resorts are facing many issues. Some resorts are having to invest in snow making equipment to make artificial snow – which is expensive. By using this equipment, it is also putting a strain on the environment. According to Federico La Bruna (2020), about 95 million cubic meters of water and 600-gigawatt hours of energy are used to feed the snow cannons which, in suitable weather conditions, transform a certain amount of water into the snow every year of 136 thousand euros per hectare of the track. This tells us that the environment will take a toll due to the pollution. 
According to Gerretsen (n.d.) glaciers in the European Alps are predicted to disappear almost entirely by 2100 and may lose 94% of their 2017 volume. If this does happen, it will have significant impact on the tourism industry. Every year, millions of tourists choose to go skiing. If the glaciers disappeared, this would no longer be possible. This suggests that tourism will decline in many locations, and the locals would struggle. Numerous people will be unemployed, and the local economy won't be stable. The environment would also be impacted by changes in the availability of water.  
As stated by Vernon (2023), ski resorts are starting to diversify by increasing their summer offerings. During the summer, tobogganing, hiking, mountain biking, water skiing, and lake swimming are all growing in popularity, making many ski resorts around the world year-round destinations. This means that the resorts will earn a living even when they are out of season. 
Colorado has seen significant effects of climate change. As explained by Collins (2021), few industries in Colorado are experiencing the effects of climate change more than the once-robust ski industry, which experts say could fall victim in coming decades to rising temperatures, extreme drought and huge wildfires. This leaves a great risk of decreased tourism and there is a threat of tourism reliant business’ being damaged. 


Conclusion and recommendations
In conclusion, the effects of climate change on ski resorts are widely acknowledged, to sum up. The ski business and the communities who depend on it for a way of life are seriously threatened by the effects of climate change, which include rising temperatures and snowmelt. While some ski resorts are or have invested in measures to keep the industry alive such as snow making machines, this is not justifiable long term, it damages the environment, and it costs a lot of money. 
It is crucial that society take action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to lessen the effects of climate change on ski resorts. By doing this, the sector stands a better chance of surviving for many more years. To help this process, there should be more advertisement of the damage that climate change is doing. More people need to be aware of the impacts that it is having. 
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