Social Inclusion in Practice
In this essay one will critically discuss the factors that can put groups or individuals at risk of being excluded in an educational setting. One will explain how certain groups are at risk of exclusion and use theories to explain the process. One will introduce and discuss different approaches, policies and theorists such as Levitas and her three discourses of social exclusion. Vygotsky and his theory of scaffolding language.  Bronfenbrenner ecological approach, The Joeseph Rowntree Foundation which looks at social change through research, policy and practice and Maslow’s hierarchy of needs concept which all aim to support individuals from social exclusion.
The concept of social exclusion was first introduced in France in the 1970s. It was used to describe conditions of certain groups of society, who were not secure financially in a workplace. These people were victims of their basic rights and faced discrimination, either because of a disability or they were not from that part of society. Social exclusion soon became worldwide. In 1997 when the Labour Party was in power in the UK, they saw “a range of social goals could be presented in terms of reducing social exclusion. They set up the Social Exclusion Unit to ensure that all departments co-ordinated their efforts in tackling exclusion” (Pierson, 2010, p.8) This meant that they were supported the groups of people that were disadvantaged from society, by either providing them with benefits or training programmes to develop their skills to get back into work. 
According to Levitas “Exclusion is a complex and multi-dimensional process that involves the lack or denial of resources, goods and services. To have the inability to participate in normal relationships and activities that are available to most of the society and it affects quality of life of individuals and the equity and cohesion of society” (Levitas, 2005, p.9) This process can take part anywhere in any community. It can happen in the school environment in an educational setting. There are many different factors such as additional needs, behaviour, language barriers, looked after children (LAC), vulnerable children, English as an additional language (EAL), that can exclude children from school. Another factor that can put children at risk of being excluded is poverty. There are two ways in which one can think about poverty. The first way is “absolute poverty” According to (Un 19995: 57) it is “A condition characterised by severe deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and information. It depends not only on income but also on access to services”. This is where criteria are not changed by economic growth. Absolute poverty does not change overtime. It is a set standard among individuals who are severely neglected or homeless. Relative poverty “Peron's, families and group of persons whose resources – material, cultural and social are so limited as to exclude them from the minimum acceptable way of life in which they live”. (EEC 1985). Relative poverty criteria will change with economic growth. It is a condition where household income is a certain percentage less than your average median income. When your relatively poor it means that you don’t have what others have got so that can exclude you from your community. The opposite of exclusion is inclusion. This means that individuals are being made a part of something. In school all children regardless of their different abilities, disabilities, health care needs and backgrounds have equal access and opportunities to participate in school life.  it is important for children with or without disabilities to be included to build up relationships, friendships, develop skills and have a positive self-image. To be included in all aspects of society parents and families need to be more accepting of other people differences. Everyone must be respected and appreciated as valuable members of thier communities. 
We are all part of a society; A society is a place though, where some have no place. Not everyone is offered equal opportunities. Ruth Levitas revealed three types of discourses on social exclusion, which can all be linked to an educational setting.  The first one was RED. Which is the redistributionist discourse. This concept focusses on those individuals living in poverty. It is less likely that people in this discourse will have the opportunities to make money and therefore should not be blamed for being poor. It is only through redistributed wealth across society by benefits, higher taxes and services that poverty and inequality can be subsided. It can be linked to schools, as schools receive a pupil development grant which is additional funding to support pupils who are entitled to free school meals.  the schools use this funding to support the children to achieve better attainment levels in school, by employing extra staff and providing opportunities for them to gain skills and experience.The second one is SID. Which is social integrationist discourse. This concept focusses on paid work. It wants people who do not have a job to train or search for one while they are supported from the government with benefits. This can be linked to a school as it tries to get children ready to enter the labour market by teaching the children skills and gaining qualifications, they need ready for a job.   The third discourse is MUD. Which is the moral underclass discourse, which focuses on an underclass of society. One can link this to an educational setting. Is there a place for every child in school? According to Ofsted “Educational inclusion, is about equal opportunities for all pupils. It pays particular attention to the provision for, and achievement of, different groups of pupils” (Ofsted, 2001) There has been significant legislation and initiatives to inclusion in education. It all started in 1978 with the Warnock Report where that introduced the term special educational needs ad a continuum of need. To 1989 – UN Convention on the rights of the child. This is where 54 articles cover all aspects of a child’s life and rights that all children are entitled too. The Salamanca Statement in 1994 supported the UN Convention on the rights of the child, promoting inclusion internationally. The British government published a green paper called Every child matters in 2003, which “sets out the future direction of services working around children” (Walton and Goddard, 2009, p.55) All these policies promote inclusion and it is  seen  as an unending process which constantly changes and needs improving to make sure that all children are  achieving at their own pace.

 Some schools are not equipped for every child from the different groups. Ofsted’s definition of a group is “girls and boys, black and minority ethnic and faith groups, travellers, asylum seekers and refugees, learners with additional needs, children looked after by local authority, young carers, children from vulnerable or disadvantaged families and learners at risk of disaffection and exclusion” (Walton and Goddard, 2009, p.56) For example, wheelchair users. If a child has a physical disability, then there are only certain schools that they can attend, which have got ramps instead of steps. This can be disheartening for some children and families as the child may have the intelligence to attend a mainstream school, but because of their mobility issues then they are being excluded.   As one said in the introduction, there are many other groups which are at risk of being excluded in school, and as Levitas would suggest, these groups were the underclass of an educational setting. Some of these groups are connected to ones setting. Children with English as an additional language is a group that is at risk. This is because of the factor being a language barrier. These children feel like they must learn to teach themselves, as there are not enough support staff to support these children to make them feel included, by providing them with extra 1:1 sessions, making visual aids to use in their work or setting out key words to help them write and read. As a result of this, these children experience a lot of different emotions of loneliness, frustration, anxiety or resentment. Thie factor of a language barrier can be linked to the theorist Vygotsky. He believed that language and culture are tools for children’s understanding. So, by not providing the tools such as scaffolding to support the language barrier for the EAL children, one is excluding them from their learning. “Scaffolding is essential in the early stages to support the structure as building work progresses”. (Bates, 2019, p.48). This means that to include an EAL child in the classroom, staff and peers need to be available to model the language and the culture.  Vygotsky also suggested “social interaction with family, friends, teachers and peers develops their learning” (Bates, 2019, p.48) Like Vygotsky, Benjamin Bloom stressed the importance of the use of language
Most disadvantage children...spend less time in direct interaction with their parents than middle-class children do. In addition, the parents in deprived homes usually do not have the skills or the language to effectively use the time with their children to foster the language and cognitive development which will help children in school. (Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p. 92).
This then introduces another group which is at risk of being excluded from school and that is the vulnerable children or the disadvantage children. These are the children that come under both the moral underclass discourse and the redistribution discourse. This is because most of these family's income is below the basic line, which means that these children would be entitled to free school meals, and because of this schools get additional money through the pupil development grant. The barriers that these children experience is one, they are judged before they step over the door, wanting to know the issues before getting to know the child.  This is because of where they live – in council houses on large housing estates. Some of these children never look like they are cared for, they are dirty, not wearing appropriate clothes for the seasons, age or gender, they are hungry. These are all basic needs and according to Maslow in his hierarchy of needs unless all needs are met then the child will find it difficult to learn. To include these children in school, they should be encouraged to attend breakfast club to satisfy the hunger need. School should be a warm environment where they feel safe and have a sense of belonging. Their classroom should be a stable place where they can focus and learn. Another theorist, Bronfenbrenner believes, “the world in which a child grows up in, having a major influence on their development” (Bates, 2019, p.194). He developed an ecological approach, that looked at the connections between family and community. There are many layers to this system and if one connection breaks down then this will affect the child's learning. According to Bronfenbrenner's theory the environment that the child grows up in is structured into different systems. “The environment closest to the child's called the microsystem. These environments provide interactions with family, friends, peers, teachers and neighbours who can be seen to directly influence the social interactions with which the child engages” (Aubrey and Riely, 2019, p.153) The second system is the mesosystem, and this is where the Teachers need to adopt a positive relationship with parents and encourage them to attend support groups which takes place in their child's school. Just like in one’s setting which provides support groups for examples an iPad group, which enables parents to work alongside their children for them to gain a greater understanding in the best way to support their children at home. According to Bronfenbrenner “educational attainment increased if there was effective communication between teachers and parents” (Aubrey and Rilet, 2019, p.153).
 Most of these children also have communication difficulties.  As it says in the quote above, parents in deprived homes usually do not have the skills or language to support their children at home. To support these families the welsh government introduced an initiative called Flying Start. Flying Start helps families with children who are under the age of four and live in the disadvantaged areas of Wales. There are good and bad points about the Flying start initiative. The good points are that is supports these families with free part time childcare for ages 2-3. This gives those children a head start before going into school. It's an early intervention that supports the child to develop all kind of skills – language and communication, self-help and many more. It also supports parents to access parenting programmes to help support their child. The bad point is that not every family is included.it is based on postcodes that are registered as deprived areas in wales. This means that if you live outside these postcodes then you cannot receive the support. It is reinforcing inequality in society as some of the lower income families may just live outside of this area, so their children have lost out on this early intervention, and not all children from higher income families have the knowledge, skills and understanding, so an early intervention would benefit these children greatly.  It should be made universal, so no families miss out.
To conclude, from all the theories, theorists, approaches, concepts and policies one has researched, it is evident that all children have a right to an education and to be included despite their race, ethnicity, gender, age or disability.  According to Article 28 “States Parties recognise the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunities” ( UNICEF, 1989)  This means that no matter where you come from, what your family background is or what you believe in , your child  will have a right to have an education and access all the opportunities that are available to them in their school.                                     
 From the evidence, education can be seen as a major tool for tacking exclusion. It can be a big factor in shaping children's views on different groups in society and help to support parents, to change their way of thinking and to have a positive view on factors that cause the barriers of being excluded. By building relationships up with family members and re-educating parents, hopefully overtime social exclusion will fade, and more and more individuals will be included in all aspects of community. However, schools cannot do this on their own. The JRF studies agree with this “educational opportunity cannot rely solely on better delivery of the school curriculum, but must address all aspects of disadvantaged children's lives” (Hirsch, 2007, p.65) This can be linked to Bronfenbrenner's ecological approach, of all the systems working together to support the child to develop and grow easily into later life.



