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Part 1
In this reflective commentary, the writer will compare several theorists who have made significant contributions to the development of literacy and explain how these theorists have impacted cognitive development. They will then discuss the policies that have changed and been implemented in various settings. The writer will next address research they have found on how pupils learn differently and how poverty and deprivation are linked to poor literacy skills. Lastly, the writer will reflect on their video presentation, demonstrating how they would present a story to a group of children. 
Firstly, several theorists have contributed significantly to the development of literacy and have greatly influenced cognitive development and learning. The three theorists discussed will be Chomsky, Skinner, and Vygotsky. 
Noam Chomsky significantly influenced our understanding of literacy by demonstrating the need to view language and literacy from a different perspective. Chomsky proposed the theory of Universal Grammar, suggesting that we are all born with an innate ability to learn language. These ideas emphasized the importance of understanding grammar, sentence structure, and meaning, all of which are essential for everyone's development. Chomsky's work has had a profound effect on modern education, and as a result of his theories, a foundation for contemporary literacy has been established (Lemetyinen, 2023).
F. Skinner contributed to literacy development by implementing his theory of learning, which highlighted the importance of environment, reinforcement, and repetition.
Skinner believed that language and literacy skills are learned behaviours shaped by our responses. This led to systematic approaches such as phonics instruction, which reinforced the desired behaviours through practice and praise. Skinner's theory has helped children enhance their reading and writing development. Both Skinner and Chomsky emphasized the significance of understanding and using grammar and language, illustrating how their theories are linked to support learners in their development (Johnson, n.d.).
Lev Vygotsky implemented the theory of the Zone of Proximal Development. This helped us understand how children learn to read and write with help from others around them. Vygotsky believed that by children being interactive with people around them, such as teachers, parents or peers, it would help them build their language and thinking skills. He believed that children could do a lot more and were able to develop significantly more with just a little extra help from others around them. This is what he then led on to discuss the use of "scaffolding," where the adults would then step back and let the children learn. This theory showed us that reading and writing grow best through social interaction (Goldstein, 2011).
While Chomsky believed that we are all born with the innate ability to learn language, this can also be seen as a key point in both Skinner and Vygotsky’s key concepts of their theory. Skinner’s theory outlined how we as adults need to ensure that we help the development of children by using our environment, using reinforcement strategies and praise, which would allow the child to use their ability to develop their language, as Chomsky stated. Vygotsky also stated that children learn better when they are around others, which also links with both other theorists as it's linked with their environment, peers, and people around them and the outcome of the child developing their language. 
All three theorists have the same key concepts and the desired outcome to allow children to improve and develop their language ability. They all outline the importance of what needs to be done to help, how practitioners, peers around them and their environment all link to be the biggest support network that’s needed to support the learners and how these theories have been shown to work, which is why they all been implemented into how schools run and deliver teaching across the world.
All three theorists and their theories are implemented in every school setting nationwide. Skinner’s theory is used in our settings by practitioners to ensure the environment is a place where they can reinforce learning and behaviour and reinforce the repetition to help the development of our learners, and then how we praise our learners to allow them to understand that their actions and behaviours are positive. Vygotsky’s theory is implemented within settings by allowing children to learn through play, access support through their teachers, and have the chance to develop through the interaction of others around them in their environment. Teachers are aware of the skills and development stages that are being supported by allowing this theory within the setting. Chomsky’s theory showed us that everyone can develop their literacy skills. this is implemented in settings by teachers providing support, activities and resources to learners to allow them to access the support that they may need to develop. 
The Donaldson Successful Futures Report from 2015 was made to allow learners to be introduced to a new curriculum designed for the 21st century. The report focused on four key purposes within the curriculum which are: developing ambitious learners, fostering creative contributors, nurturing ethical citizens, and promoting healthy individuals. This report was made to be able to change the approach that was used and implement a new approach focused on moving away from strict key stages and allow a more flexible progression path for each learner. This report changed an incredible amount within each school setting and has allowed schools to ensure the teaching, environment and innovation of each school is to the highest standard to allow learners to benefit academically (Donaldson, 2015).
The Literacy policy within the writer's setting has the aims of the pupils to develop their speaking and listening abilities at their own level, develop listening and comprehension skills through a variety of means, gain understanding, learn to read and develop their skills to allow them to approach reading and written language. The school’s policy is backed by theorists to understand what research has been done to prove the best outcomes for the learners. All schools need to follow their literacy policy to ensure structured teaching is being provided (Gwyrosydd Primary School, 2022).












Part 2
The objective of my video presentation was to read a book in my class setting to my children and demonstrate how I can support their language development. After choosing an engaging and age-appropriate book (Supertato) my key aim was to catch their attention and encourage their listening, speaking and comprehension skills. Another aim was to use a clear and expressive tone of voice and prompt the children to interact through questioning and class discussions. I also set myself the aim to implement RAID into my story session and allow the children to predict, recall and relate to the story from their own experiences. My biggest objective was to use an approach to support their confidence using literacy and language and to build essential communication skills in a fun, supportive and meaningful learning environment. In the video presentation, it was my objective to demonstrate how I read a book to my class and support their literacy development while doing so. Storytelling is a massive strategy that can be used to allow children to interact with language and develop and gain skills and techniques to help them with their learning. 
Before making the video, I felt quite nervous, as it was my second morning back at work following a six-month absence due to illness, and I was on a reduced timetable. I was anxious about the possibility of the children misbehaving since they hadn't seen me in quite some time, and I was concerned about how I would handle that situation. However, I was also determined to complete the video. After stressing about falling behind on my assignments, I wanted to finish the presentation to help myself catch up and improve my time management skills. I believe this determination ultimately helped me succeed in completing the presentation, even amidst my feelings of nervousness and anxiety.
In the video presentation, I felt as if I had read the book quite clearly and fluently, even though I struggle with dyslexia. I was focused on how I presented myself and how I used a clear and expressive tone of voice throughout the storytelling to ensure that the pupils were engaged in the book and were actively listening. Throughout the storytelling, there was some disruption on the carpet as a couple of children started to mess around and talk amongst each other. I feel like I dealt with the situation well. I stopped reading and ensured that the children understood that it was time to be listening and not messing around while I was reading the story to them. After speaking to these children, they then sat and listened excellently throughout the remainder of the story session. My main aim of the session was to make sure that the children enjoyed the story and make it meaningful. At the end of the story, I asked the children questions about what had happened in the book to ensure that they were able to retain the information in the book. The children were all able to answer and showed that they enjoyed the story session. 
What didn’t go so well in the video presentation was the little misbehaviour from a couple of children, which was just mentioned previously, but was resolved quickly and moved back onto the book. In the video, I failed to mention to the children what our follow-up activity was while recording. I was going to retake the video, but I wanted to keep the video raw and use this mistake to take from it as something to look back on and improve on next time. Even though I felt I did speak clearly and used expression in my tone of voice, once watching the video back, I feel as though I rushed and read the book quite fast. By doing this, it might be too fast for the children to process, when in the moment it wasn’t something, I picked up on, but is now something I can use to take from the session and ensure that I change it next time.
If I were to repeat the session again, I would like to ensure that I read a book that is linked to our topic of learning to allow the children to gain more from the story session. I would also ensure that next time I would use visual aids to support the learners more, as they weren’t used in this presentation. By adding these key aims to my next session, it allowed the children to benefit more from the session than they did in the previous one.
After the video presentation, I felt accomplished, I felt as though I had completed my aim to get the presentation done to a high standard and how I was now more caught up with my assignments. I did instantly feel as though I could have done better, as everyone feels when they complete something, but I was proud of myself for getting through the presentation in only one take. 
To conclude, the number of children in my class who struggle with reading difficulties has decreased since starting to implement RAID into our daily routine. Sitting with each pupil and focusing on their areas of development needed has allowed each child to be able to learn and develop their literacy, reading and writing skills. Class story time has also shown to help the development of children by listening to books being read to them and actively listening to the pronunciation, expression and tone of voice which is used in different scenarios, this allows the pupils to the take and implement it into their areas of literacy to improve their skills and gain higher abilities in the different areas within literacy. Literacy is a massive part of each child’s development, and they must be allowed to improve and develop their skills to ensure they have the best chance of life. 

References
Donaldson, G. (2015). Successful Fetures. Scarlet Design International Ltd.
Goldstein, S. N. (2011). Vygotsky’s Cognitive Development Theory. In Encyclopedia of Child Behavior and Development (pp. 1549–1550). Boston, MA.: Springer.
Gwyrosydd Primary School. (2022, May). LLC Policy - Gwyrosydd 2022. Retrieved from Gwyrosydd Primary School: https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fprimarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fswansea-gwyrosydd-primary%2FUploadedDocument%2F3865fbf7-e86a-4280-bccf-ea39a8915844%2Fllc-policy-gwyrosydd-2018-revised-2022.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELIN
Johnson, W. (n.d.). Skinner's theory of language development. Retrieved from eHow: https://www.ehow.co.uk/about_7227242_skinner_s-theory-language-development.html
Lemetyinen, H. (2023, September 7). Language Acquisition Theory. Retrieved from Simply Psychology: https://www.simplypsychology.org/language.html
































