Archaeological investigations at Caerleon have been ongoing for quite some time, with multiple excavations around the site uncovering a substantial amount of material culture. Among the most frequently discovered artifacts are fragments of pottery, which provide invaluable insights into the lives of the ancient Roman soldiers and civilians who occupied the fortress during the 1st and 2nd centuries AD. These ceramic finds range from imported fine wares, such as Samian pottery, which was highly prized for its distinctive red gloss and decorative motifs, to more utilitarian, locally produced wares used for everyday purposes such as cooking, water storage, and food preservation. The study of these ceramic remains allows archaeologists to reconstruct aspects of trade, diet, and social organization within and around the fortress. 
By analysing these artifacts, scholars can gain a deeper understanding of the economic connections between Caerleon and the wider Roman world, as well as the specific habits and practices of those who lived within its walls. The presence of imported wares suggests access to long-distance trade networks, while locally made pottery reflects the adaptation of Roman material culture to a provincial setting. Furthermore, differences in pottery types, decoration, and manufacturing techniques can offer insights into social stratification and the distribution of goods among military and citizen populations.
This object biography will focus on a specific piece of pottery found at Caerleon, describing, identifying, interpreting, and exploring its historical significance. 
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Figure 1 – Taken by Soli-Anne Green
This ceramic fragment shown in the image above shows a very dark coloration, which shows that in the firing process, a ”reduction process” was used in the making of this piece of pottery, which results in the dark finish of the pottery, an often technique used by the Romans in the making of clay ceramic pottery. “The final firing of the kiln ensured not only that their pots survived but, by using a developed ‘reduction’ process, achieved an all-through blackening of the pottery similar to that of the Roman pots almost 2,000 years ago” (HIGHGATE ROMAN KILN PROJECT 2021). 
This as well as the fact that the fragment has been identified and documented as being “BB1”, meaning Black-Burnished 1, BB1 objects are usually jars, dishes or bowls. “Coarse-textured hand-formed black sandy wares with burnished surfaces” (P A TYLERS 1996). 
[image: ]
Figure 2 – P.A TYLERS
As shown in the image above, Black Burnished Ware was produced almost entirely in Dorset and was “distributed throughout Britain from the mid-2nd to 4th centuries AD”, With a blue square being placed right over Caerleon, Newport.” (P A TYLERS 1996)
Black Burnished Ware was commonly used in Roman Britian for more utilitarian purposes, so having found this ceramic fragment in Caerleon where a Fortress was present makes sense. 
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FIGURE 3 & 4 – Taken by Soli-Anne Green
The outside of the pot appears to be relatively smooth, most likely due to careful finishing during its production. However, there are areas of roughness and irregularity, particularly along the edges, where it is evident that this piece of pottery has undergone significant wear and fragmentation over time while being buried. The edges of the fragment are uneven and jagged, suggesting that both natural and mechanical processes have contributed to its degradation. Parts of the rim appear slightly eroded, likely due to prolonged exposure to soil pressure, moisture, and other environmental factors. Additionally, small chips and abrasions along the surface indicate that the fragment may have experienced post-depositional movement.
Despite the clear degradation of this artifact, the fragment remains well preserved enough to retain some of its original identifiable features, with the main ones being the curvature of what is left of the pots rim. As well as the decorative piece just below the rim of the pot as shown in figure 3.
Looking closely at figure 3, under the rim of the pot you can see a slight pattern of lines following the curvature of the pot. This is likely due to the technique used in making Black Burnished Ware; this technique, called wheel spinning, was brought to Britain during the Roman invasion of Britain and commonly used in the production of Black Burnished Ware pottery, specifically in Dorset as shown in figure 2. Wheel spinning was a significant advancement introduced by the Romans, allowing for faster, more efficient pottery production. As the Roman military and settlers established forts and towns, they brought skilled potters who used this technique to mass-produce domestic and storage vessels, meeting the growing demand for high-quality ceramics and allowed them to distribute this durable pottery around Roman Britain
The circumference of the rim of the pot would have been roughly 18.5-19cm, and from the fragment it seems to be somewhat unaffected by any wear or natural exposure.
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FIGURE 5 – posted by Amgueddfa Cymru
Above are examples of Black Burnished Ware. This specific type of pottery became a highly sought-after commodity by both Roman soldiers stationed in Wales and the wider civilian population of Britain and Wales. “The massive quantity of pottery now being produced in Wales also found a market among the civilian and native population” (Amgueddfa Cymru 2007). This suggests that Black Burnished Ware, including the fragment shown earlier, was not only produced in vast quantities but was also widely distributed and regularly used in everyday life by Roman military and regular people living in Britain at this time around 1-2 century AD. Its durability and functionality made it a staple for cooking, storage, and dining, rather than being reserved for special occasions or elite use. 
The Pottery above shows a striking resemblance to the Pottery fragment shown in figure 1,3 and 4. meaning that figure 4 gives us a great idea of what the artifact might've looked like back in the time of Roman Britain
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FIGURE 6 – posted by Lichfield District Council
Figure 6 shows a Black Burnished Ware cooking pot. It also shows that “The pot is largely complete and has been restored using modern clays and adhesives” (Lichfield District Council 2009). This artifact was found inside a destroyed clay oven within the remains of an excavated Roman settlement found to be named Letocetum; just outside of Lichfield, Staffordshire.
The cooking pot shown above was identified as a Hadrianic Era artifact, dating around the 2nd Century AD; after being discovered by the “Lichfield and South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society” From the years 1961-1963. This artifact serves as another example of other cases of Black Burnished Ware pottery being found around excavation sites all around Britain.
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FIGURE 7 – Taken By Soli-Anne Green
This chosen artifact in figure 7, also being a Black Burnished Ware cooking pot, means that from pictures such as figure 6, there is much that you can interpret from the fragment about how it would look before it was broken; whether that be from when it was used back from 1st-2nd century AD, during its time before excavation or possibly from excavation-induced damages.
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Figure 8 – Taken by Soli-Anne Green
Figure 8 shows what seems to be grains of sand within the fragment of the cooking pot. Black Burnished Ware pottery often contained grains of sand or even crushed stone that was mixed into the clay in order to improve the durability of the pottery. Additionally, this tempering process was used to make the pottery more resilient to heat, making it ideal for cooking and storage, which strengthens the assumption that this fragment was once part of a cooking pot. The inclusion of sand also helped prevent cracking during the firing process and prolonged the vessel’s lifespan.
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FIGURE 9 – Taken by Soli-Anne Green 
The artifact has been identified by UWTSD as a BB1 cooking pot from the 1st–2nd century AD, and there are clear signs, both from examining the physical object and through research, that suggest this pot was definitively used for a utilitarian purpose. After personally studying the fragment, it became evident that the pot had seen significant use during its time in Roman Britain. The coarse and rough texture, which felt grainy or gravel-like, as shown in Figure 9, suggests frequent handling and exposure to heat. This contrasts with the finer, smoother texture that remained on the other side of the fragment, likely preserved due to less direct wear or contact with cooking materials. The uneven surface patterns could indicate prolonged use over time, reinforcing the idea that this vessel was a functional and regularly utilized item rather than a decorative or high-status piece.
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