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Module Booklet 2 of 2 
PART 2 – SEMESTER 2 
2020 -2021
M7X02015 – Explorative Research & Praxis (60 credits) Semesters 1 & 2 
Level 7

MA Contemporary Dialogues Portfolio:

MA Fine Art
MA Graphic Design
MA Photography
MA Sound
MA Textiles
MA Glass
MA Visual Communications
MA Product Design
MA Environmental Design
Msc Industrial Design
MA Advertising
MA Surface Pattern Design
MA Moving Image
MA Transport Design
MA Advertising
MA Illustration

Start date – Feb 5th 2021
Submission date: March 18th 2021

Exploratory Praxis and Research


The Exploratory Research and Praxis Module is designed to enable you to develop ideas through practical experimentation and philosophical exploration. Ideas should be posed and questioned, theories tested and ways of working developed. During this semester, ideas developed during the Thought Experiment and Coexistent Perspective modules, should be carried forward. After January when Part 2 of this module is introduced, this may involve the continuation and development of collaborative concepts develop during the Collaborative Dialogues module and/or an individual enquiry. 

This module encourages you to make your own choices about what to include in your research journey to help you to develop your creative and theoretical ideas and understandings. There are opportunities, for example, to attend seminars, tutorials and workshops to help extend your professional development, which, where possible, help you to explore ideas in media less familiar to your normal practice; to challenge and stimulate alternative ways of thinking. 

As the emphasis of this module is on creative development and exploration we are looking for a number of stands of research to be explored. It is a 60 credit module, the Thought Experiment was 20 credits, so we are hoping that there will be opportunity for considerable expansive and creative thinking as part of your portfolios’ of work. The emphasis, like the Thought Experiment, is on creative thinking, both through practice and its theoretical contextualisation and exploration rather than on end product. The resulting enquiry done here should then be consolidated in the final – Confirmative Praxis module.

This module begins in the last week of October and ends in May, however, there is a 3 week 20 Credit module, at the start of January, taught as a block, which should help promote alternative approaches, new ways of working and possibilities to extend your practice through collaboration. Following the completion of the Collaborative Dialogues module, you will now focus on the second part of this module.

There are many different seminars and workshops to choose from, connected to your pathway and the pathways of the other Masters’ students. It is not recommended that you attend all in live time. We suggest, that in the first instance you attend the seminar which is within your pathway, and if interested in others, you can also review seminars in recordings. In addition to the seminars, your pathway tutor will arrange tutorials with you.

You will need to record what you are doing in a digital format, and we advise creating a blog from the outset as a place to collect your portfolios of research, but this does not mean you cannot explore using materials, performative approaches, embodied practices, haptic and digital making; you should develop work in a creative and investigative way, which may require different media and materials, and trying unfamiliar approaches, to develop a wider understanding and to open up new possibilities. 













CORE TIMETABLE
	
	MON 
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – Feb 5th 

	1st Feb
	









	
	

	CONFIRMATIVE PRAXIS 
WORK in PROGRESS SYMPOSIUM
09.00-17.00

Explorative Praxis Students to observe (optional)

Click here to join the meeting




	M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis
9.30 – 10.30 am
Briefing for PART 2
Cath Brown
Click here to join the meeting

SPEED TUTORIALS
11am – 1pm 
(2 / BREAK / 2)
ALL STAFF
(meeting links to follow)

RESEARCH SEMINAR (1-2PM) - separate list of speakers
Click here to join the meeting


	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – Feb 12th 

	8th Feb
	









	

	

	
CONFIRMATIVE PRAXIS 
WORK in PROGRESS SYMPOSIUM
09.00-17.00

Explorative Praxis Students to observe (optional)

Click here to join the meeting




	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis

SEMNAR GROUPS

9-9.45 Matt Archer
Product Design / Industrial Design / Transport Design / Environmental Design Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

10-10.45 -Hamish Gane
Photography / Fine Art / Moving Image Pathways
Click here to join the meeting


11-11.45 – Shellie Holden
Textiles / Glass / SPD Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

12-12.45 – Gavin Kirby
Illustration / Graphic Design / Advertising / Vis Com
Click here to join the meeting

RESEARCH SEMINAR (1-2PM) - separate list of speakers
Click here to join the meeting



	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – Feb 19th 

	15th Feb
	

	
	





	

	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis

SEMINAR GROUPS

9-9.45  Ryan Stuckey
Product Design / Industrial Design / Transport Design / Environmental Design Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

10-10.45 -Rob Jones
Photography / Fine Art / Moving Image Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

11-11.45 – Cath Brown
Textiles / Glass / SPD Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

12-12.45 – Mart Bush
Illustration / Graphic Design / Advertising / Vis Com
Click here to join the meeting

RESEARCH SEMINAR (1-2PM) - separate list of speakers
Click here to join the meeting



	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – Feb 26th 

	22nd Feb
	







	
	





	

	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis

SEMINAR GROUPS

9-9.45 Paul Morrow
Product Design / Industrial Design / Transport Design / Environmental Design Pathways
Click here to join the meeting


10-10.45 - Craig Woods
Photography / Fine Art / Moving Image Pathways
Click here to join the meeting


11-11.45 – Shellie Holden
Textiles / Glass / SPD Pathways
Click here to join the meeting


12-12.45 – Jon Williams
Illustration / Graphic Design / Advertising / Vis Com
Click here to join the meeting


RESEARCH SEMINAR (1-2PM) - separate list of speakers
Click here to join the meeting



	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY – March 4th 
	FRIDAY – March 5th 

	1st March
	







	
	


	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
All Staff

Click here to join the meeting



	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis
 FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
All Staff

Click here to join the meeting


	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – March 12th 

	8th March
	









	
	
	

	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis 

SEMINAR GROUPS

9-9.45 Matt Archer
Product Design / Industrial Design / Transport Design / Environmental Design Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

10-10.45 -Hamish Gane
Photography / Fine Art / Moving Image Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

11-11.45 – Shellie Holden
Textiles / Glass / SPD Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

12-12.45 – Gavin Kirby
Illustration / Graphic Design / Advertising / Vis Com
Click here to join the meeting


RESEARCH SEMINAR (1-2PM) - separate list of speakers
Click here to join the meeting


	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – March 19th 

	15th March
	










	

	

	
DEADLINE FOR EXPLORATIVE RESEARCH AND PRAXIS
	
M7X02015 Explorative Research & Praxis 

SEMINAR GROUPS

9-9.45am -Ryan Stuckey
Product Design / Industrial Design / Transport Design / Environmental Design Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

10-10.45 -Rob Jones
Photography / Fine Art / Moving Image Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

11-11.45 – Cath Brown
Textiles / Glass / SPD Pathways
Click here to join the meeting

12-12.45 – Mart Bush
Illustration / Graphic Design / Advertising / Vis Com
Click here to join the meeting

RESEARCH SEMINAR (1-2PM) - separate list of speakers
Click here to join the meeting






OPTIONAL WORKSHOP TIMETABLE
Workshops for Part 2 - Semester 2 will involve a range of online and practical or material responses aimed at sparking ideas and an experimental approach to your theoretical research and areas of interest. 
Some of these workshops are weekly, others one off experiences aimed to fuel your exploration of processes and materials. 


	These tutorial links are already published on Moodle:

Ditzy block

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/4024a22a-00cb-45fc-b4bb-b53dea1f0b48?referrer=https:%2F%2Fmoodle.uwtsd.ac.uk%2F 

Half drop repeat block

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/deaf6a78-68c8-4781-8674-ace1d9001f95 

Scatter repeat pattern 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/79b9d9ac-8030-4f94-9f82-f65424368f50 


	
	MON 
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – FEB 5th

	1st Feb
	










	
	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 

	

	
12.45 – Introduction to Ceramics
Lyndon Davies
Click here to join the meeting

	
	MON
	TUES
	WED
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY – FEB 12th 

	8th Feb
	










	

	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 

	

	
10-11.00am Fusion 360 – Introduction CAD Demo - Matt Archer 
Click here to join the meeting

2pm-3.30pm Sound Workshop - Adam Howells
Click here to join the meeting

2-3pm
Design Methods & Presentation
Rhys Way
Click here to join the meeting

2-3pm – Photography
Sarah Tierney
Click here to join the meeting

3-4pm, - RISO, Lino & Screen Print
Morwenna Chapman
Click here to join the meeting


	
	MON
	TUES
	WED -FEB 17th
	THURS-FEB 18th 
	FRIDAY – FEB 19th 

	15th Feb
	

	
	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 




	
10-11am – Intro to Glass
Colin Telford
Click here to join the meeting

11-12.00- Model Making Workshop Ryan Stuckey
Click here to join the meeting

2pm- 3pm - Intro to – Waterjet / Laser Cutting
Daniel Butler
Click here to join the meeting

2-3pm
Design Thinking
David Jarvis
Click here to join the meeting

	
2pm-3.30pm Sound Workshop – Adam Howells 
Click here to join the meeting


2-3pm – Photography
Sarah Tierney
Click here to join the meeting


3-4pm, - Intro to - RISO, Lino & Screen Print
Morwenna Chapman
Click here to join the meeting


	
	MON
	TUES
	WED-FEB 24th 
	THURS-FEB 25th
	FRIDAY – FEB 26th 

	22nd Feb
	








	
	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 




	
10- 12.00- Thinking through Painting 
Catrin Webster
Click here to join the meeting





	
10-11.00am Fusion 360 – Introduction CAD Demo – Matt Archer
Click here to join the meeting

2- 3.30pm - Stitch Seminar  Shellie Holden
Click here to join the meeting

2pm-3.30pm Sound Workshop – Adam Howells
Click here to join the meeting



	
	MON
	TUES
	WED-MAR 3rd
	THURS-MAR 4th 
	FRIDAY – MAR 5th 

	1st March
	








	
	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 

	
FORMATIVE
ASSESSMENTS
	
FORMATIVE
ASSESSMENTS

	
	MON
	TUES
	WED-MAR 10th
	THURS-MAR 11th
	FRIDAY-MAR 12th

	8th March
	









	
	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 

	
10- 12.00 Thinking though Painting Catrin Webster
Click here to join the meeting


	
2- 3.30pm - Stitch Seminar - Shellie Holden 
Click here to join the meeting




	
	MON
	TUES
	WED-MAR 17th
	THURS-MAR 18th
	FRIDAY – MAR 19th

	15th March
	









	

	
IT Support with James Davies 
(Via email appointment) 
 
	
DEADLINE FOR EXPLORATIVE RESEARCH & PRAXIS
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APPENDIX GA36d

	LEVEL 7 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	     
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	Masters Contemporary Dialogues Portfolio 

	Module:
	Explorative Research and Praxis    

	Module code:
	M7X02015
	Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	100%

	Lecturer:
	Shellie Holden/Gavin Kirby/Pete Spring/Matt Archer/ Catherine Brown/ Paul Morrow/Cath Hammerton/ Craig Wood/ Jon Williams / Martin Bush / Ryan Stuckey / Hamish Gane
	Internal Verifier:
	Catrin Webster

	Assignment Title:
	Explorative Research and Praxis    
	Word count (or equivalent):
	A portfolio of outputs with a word count equivalent of 15,000 words

	Submission deadline:
	March 18th  2021
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	April 15th 2021

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 50%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  




	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	Synthesise, consolidate and critically analyse research methods and varied source material appropriate to the development of an expansive creative practice or conceptual approach.


	Conceive and deploy professional, appropriate and innovative methodologies, which incorporate relevant materials, processes, tools and techniques to evolve concepts both as an individual and collaboratively.


	Identify appropriate resources and supportive opportunities through for example, collaborative networking and respond positively to challenges and novel situations. 






	
TASK DESCRIPTION



The Exploratory Research and Praxis Module is designed to enable you to develop ideas through practical experimentation and philosophical exploration. Ideas should be posed and questioned, theories tested and ways of working developed. During this semester ideas developed during the first part of the course should be carried forward. These may involve the continuation and development of collaborative concepts and or ways of working or an individual enquiry. 

There are opportunities to attend lectures and workshops to help extend your professional development and to revisit contextual lectures, if useful. See list above.

In addition this module is focused on expansive creative development.  To help you extend your practice we encourage participation in workshops, where possible and the exploring of ideas in media less familiar to your normal practice. If you would like to attend workshops, please contact your pathway leader and we will try to organise this for you. A formal programme of workshops will also be available in semester 2 with inductions is January.

As the emphasis of this module is on creative development and exploration we are looking for a number of stands of research to be explored. It is a 60 credit module, the Thought Experiment was 20 credits, so we are hoping that there will be opportunity for considerable expansive and creative thinking as part of your portfolios’ of work. The emphasis, like the Thought Experiment, is on creative thinking, both through practice and its theoretical contextualisation and exploration rather than on end product. The resulting enquiry done here should then be consolidated in the final – Confirmative Praxis module.

This module is centred on the development of a personal research trajectory based on the student’s medium Pathway (A=ART | D=DESIGN), but exploring non-medium specific codes where necessary to open projects out into trans-disciplinary directions which:
· Explore creative strategies, which address issues concerning materials, media and critical values.
· Lead to experimentation to establish appropriate strategies for knowledge gathering, creative and conceptual development.
· Develop methodologies for achieving objectives using primary and secondary research, making independent judgments and individual insights.
· Establish research skills appropriate to areas and critical context in support of personal aspirations.
· Experiment with and employment of collaborative practice as a research methodology.
· Fully explore a range of material and digital outcomes in order to synthesise thought processes and concepts into contemporary dissemination interfaces and communication channels.
This module aims:
To establish a wide range of advanced creative research methodologies and develop critical awareness of individual and collaborative research processes that negotiates the relationship between context, concept, media, material, process and subject.
To enable students to conceive speculative and innovative methodologies, which instigate a new creative direction and consolidate praxis in anticipation of a confirmative body of work.

Individual and collaborative working practices and research methodologies will be explored through a series of lectures, seminars and tutorials which will utilise case studies and theoretical references to help establish a working process. Tutorials and seminars will support the development of individual and group working and develop forums for critical debate and sharing of best practice. 

During the Explorative Research & Praxis module, students should devise a programme of study in negotiation with their tutors which facilitates the development of their research and praxis. This can build on the Collaborative Dialogues module working in conjunction with other students or can be an individually led process. 

Students should attend the lecture programme together with tutorials and selected seminars, and workshops. The emphasis of this module is experimentation, research and development. This module is devised to enhance research and students are encouraged to employ speculation, testing, trial and error, leading to the formulation of a central concern to be more fully explored in the final semester module; Confirmative Praxis.

	ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100%
             Coursework: Portfolio (15,000 words equivalent / 30 elements). 
             
            Exemplar	
A body of either theoretical and/or practical research and development work collated into a ‘portfolio’ (digital or analogue) consisting of multiple elements with a clear diagnostic and reflective element that includes references and analysis.  This will evidence the on-going investigation, development and definition of the exploratory proposition generated in previous modules. 












	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources, as appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline).    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using correctly a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: 
· Establish research skills appropriate to areas and critical context in support of personal aspirations.


2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 7, you should be able to demonstrate a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of your academic discipline, field of study or area of professional practice, with a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to your own research or advanced scholarship. Your work must demonstrate your growing mastery of these concepts, principles, current challenges, innovation and insights associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the contemporary concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: 
· Develop methodologies for achieving objectives using primary and secondary research, making independent judgments and individual insights.

· Explore creative strategies, which address issues concerning materials, media and critical values.


3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to: evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline; evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose new hypotheses; deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively to make sound judgements in the absence of complete data. Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of experts within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Your choice of methodologies to gather data and information must be rigorously defended. Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid, persuasive conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: 
· Lead to experimentation to establish appropriate strategies for knowledge gathering, creative and conceptual development.


4. Practical Skills
At level 7, you should be able to demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline. This includes acting autonomously in planning and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level, originality in tackling and solving problems, and decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts or situations.

You should be able to demonstrate mastery of the leading edge subject-related concepts and ideas as they relate to real world situations and/or particular contexts.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in those contexts or circumstances, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or plausible, justifiable recommendations to solve problems, or to propose new models, or to create artefacts, which may be innovative and creative, thereby demonstrating your understanding of how the boundaries of knowledge are advanced through research and/or application.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others.  

Guidance specific to this assessment: 
· Establish research skills appropriate to areas and critical context in support of personal aspirations.
· Experiment with and employment of collaborative practice as a research methodology.
· Fully explore a range of material and digital outcomes in order to synthesise thought processes and concepts into contemporary dissemination interfaces and communication channels.


5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for postgraduate-level employment in circumstances requiring sound judgement, personal responsibility and initiative in complex and unpredictable professional environments.  This includes demonstrating: the independent learning ability for continuing professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks, projects and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively, to a professional level; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


Guidance specific to this assessment: 

· Independent study, self-direction and self-motivation.

This module, which is centred around a significant, diverse and converse body of research and analysis requires self-direction and self- awareness, to determine which areas of research, such as workshops, seminars etc will best enable individual or collaborative praxis. The module requires considerable time and project management, creative thinking, problem solving and resilience. 



	
     STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	Generic Assessment Criteria 
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills - Research
.
	
	

	 
	
	


	
	20
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills 

	
	

	
	
	


	
	20
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills- Research/Presentation

	
	

	
	
	


	
	20
	

	4. Practical Application Skills – Presentation 

	
	

	
	
	


	
	20
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice – Presentation 

	
	

	
	
	


	
	20
	

	Generic Assessment Criteria 
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded



	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	





	GENERIC ASSESSMENT CRITERIA




	Level 7

	In accordance with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, at the end of Level 7 students should be able to demonstrate: a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their academic discipline or area of professional practice; a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research or advanced scholarship; originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline; conceptual understanding that enables the student to evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in  the discipline to evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose new hypotheses. They will be able to deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively, make sound judgements in the absence of complete data, and communicate their conclusions clearly to specialist and non-specialist audiences.  They will demonstrate self-direction and originality in tackling and solving problems, and act autonomously in planning and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level to continue to advance their knowledge and understanding, and to develop new skills to a high level. They the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility; decision-making in complex and unpredictable situations/professional environments; and the independent learning ability required for continuing professional development.



	Level 7
	FAIL
	FAIL
	MARGINAL FAIL
	SATISFACTORY
(Pass)
	GOOD to VERY GOOD
(Merit) 
	EXCELLENT
(Distinction)
	EXCEPTIONAL
(Distinction)

	Category
	0-29%
	30-44%
	45-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-84%
	85-100%

	Engagement with literature (including current research, referencing,
academic conventions and
academic honesty) 
	Little or no evidence of reading and/or reliance on inappropriate sources.
Views and findings mostly unsupported and non-authoritative.
Referencing conventions used incoherently or largely absent.
	Poor engagement with essential reading. No evidence of wider reading. Reliance on inappropriate sources, and/or indiscriminate use of sources. Heavily reliant on information gained through class contact. Inconsistent and weak use of referencing.
	Engagement with a very limited range of relevant and credible sources. Some omissions and minor errors.
Referencing conventions evident though not always applied accurately or consistently.
	Engagement with an appropriate range of research-informed literature, including sources retrieved independently. Some over-reliance on texts. Referencing may show minor inaccuracies or inconsistencies.
	Engagement with a wide range of research-informed literature, including sources retrieved independently.
Selection of relevant and credible sources.  Very good use of referencing, with no/very few inaccuracies or inconsistencies.
	Engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature, informed by the latest research. Consistently accurate application of referencing. 
	Exceptional engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature, informed by the latest research. High-level referencing skills consistently and professionally applied.

	Knowledge and understanding (A systematic, conceptual understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of the discipline; a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to their own research)

	Major gaps in knowledge and understanding of the subject matter is not systematic. Substantial inaccuracies. No awareness of current problems, insights or the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline.

	Gaps in knowledge, with only superficial systematic understanding. Some significant inaccuracies and/or irrelevant material.  No critical awareness of current problems, insights, or latest research within the discipline.
	Limited knowledge and systematic understanding of the concepts and principles within the subject area, which to some marginal extent, is informed by current research and scholarship. Some critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, but often under-developed.
	Knowledge is accurate and reasonably detailed. A systematic understanding of the field of study informed by, to some extent, current research and scholarship, A critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights though this may be under-developed occasionally.  
	Knowledge has a well-defined focus, which is reasonably extensive, coherent and detailed, with a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights.  Exhibits good understanding of the breadth and depth of contemporary and established views, and the work is, at least in part, well-informed by current research and scholarship. 
	Excellent mastery of a complex and specialised area of knowledge. A systematic, excellent understanding of the concepts of the subject informed by current research and scholarship. Highly critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights. A critical, awareness of how the boundaries of knowledge are advanced through research.

	Exceptional mastery of a complex and specialised area of knowledge. An exceptionally critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights. An outstanding understanding of the concepts of the subject, well-informed by current research and scholarship. A critical, sophisticated and nuanced awareness of how the boundaries of knowledge are advanced through research.

	Cognitive and intellectual skills 
(Critical evaluation of current research and methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose new hypotheses; make sound judgements in the absence of complete data.) 
	Wholly or almost wholly descriptive work. Little or no evaluation or critique or attempt at a systematic approach.
Failure to develop arguments, leading to illogical or invalid judgements. Unsubstantiated generalisations, made without use of credible evidence.

	Largely descriptive work, with superficial use of critical evaluation of research and methodologies. Absent or weak development of hypotheses and judgements. Information accepted uncritically, uses generalised statements made with scant evidence and unsubstantiated opinions. Ideas sometimes illogical and contradictory.
	Limited attempt at critical evaluation/ critique of current research and methodologies, tending towards description.
Limited attempt to propose new hypotheses. Can deal with complex issues but not systematically or creatively. Some evidence to support emerging judgements but these may be underdeveloped or with a little inconsistency / mis-interpretation.
May assert rather than argue a case.

	Some critical evaluation/ critique of current research and methodologies, though slightly underdeveloped in places, Proposes adequate but limited new hypotheses, where relevant. Can deal with complex issues but not fully systematically or creatively. Ability to make judgements based on data (that may be incomplete) but with some tendency to assert/state opinion rather than argue on the basis of reason and evidence.
	Sound critical evaluation/ critique of current research and methodologies, Proposes new hypotheses, where appropriate. Can deal with complex issues systematically and with some creativity. Ability to make sound judgements based on data (that may be incomplete) 


	Excellent critical evaluation/ critique of current research and methodologies, Proposes innovative hypotheses, where appropriate. Can synthesise complex issues systematically and creatively. Ability to investigate contradictory or incomplete information and make strong, persuasive, arguments and sophisticated judgements. 

	Exceptional critical evaluation/ critique of current research and methodologies, Proposes innovative hypotheses, where appropriate. Exemplary systematic and creative synthesis of complex issues.  
Ability to investigate contradictory or incomplete information and make strong, persuasive, arguments and sophisticated, nuanced, judgements. Potential for journal publication or doctoral research.

	Practical skills
(Originality / creativity in the application of knowledge, tools and techniques and in tackling and solving problems in complex and unpredictable professional situations; practical use of established techniques of research and enquiry to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline.)
	Limited or no use of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Little or no appreciation of the context of the application.
Limited understanding of the application of theory to practice or making appropriate links between the two.
Very weak problem-solving skills in complex and unpredictable contexts. 
	Rudimentary application of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques but without consideration and competence. Flawed appreciation of the context of the application.
Weak understanding of the application of theory to practice, with only occasional evidence of making appropriate links between the two. Weak problem-solving skills in complex and unpredictable contexts. 


	An awareness and mostly appropriate application of well-established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques, with occasional errors.
Basic appreciation of the context of the application. Theoretical knowledge and understanding applied in practice, but not always making logical links between the two.
Can identify problems and propose basic solutions without fully appreciating the complexity of unpredictable contexts. 
	An appropriate application of standard methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Clear appreciation of the context of the application. Mainly consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making appropriate links between the two.
Can identify problems and propose mostly appropriate solutions in complex and unpredictable contexts, with elements of originality.
	A very good application of a range of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Very good consideration of the context of the application, with perceptive insights. Can identify problems and propose appropriate solutions in complex and unpredictable contexts.
Evidence of originality and creativity. 
	An advanced application of knowledge, methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
The context of the application is well considered, and insightful.
Can identify complex problems and propose excellent solutions. An excellent grasp of techniques applicable to own research or advanced scholarship.
Shows originality in application of knowledge and techniques, and of how established techniques of enquiry create and interpret knowledge in the discipline.
	Exceptional application skills in complex, unpredictable, contexts, drawing skilfully on the latest research within the discipline. Can identify complex problems and propose sophisticated, original solutions. 
An outstanding application of techniques applicable to own research or advanced scholarship.
Shows originality in application of knowledge and techniques, and of how established techniques of enquiry create and interpret knowledge in the discipline with assimilation and development of cutting edge processes and techniques.

	Transferable skills for life and professional practice
(Exercise of self-direction, autonomy and personal responsibility; plan and implement tasks at a professional level; independent learning; use appropriate media to communicate effectively and professionally to a variety of audiences; fluency of expression; systematic approach; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation.)
	Communication medium is inappropriate or misapplied.
Work is poorly structured, disorganised and/or confusingly expressed. Very weak use of language and/or very inappropriate style. Little or no evidence of autonomy (or collaboration, where relevant) in the completion of tasks. Little or no evidence of the skills required in professional, postgraduate employment.


	Communication medium is poorly designed and/or not suitable for the audience. 
Work is poorly presented in a disjointed manner. It is loosely, and at times incoherently, structured, with information and ideas often poorly expressed. Weak use of language and/or inappropriate style. Weak independent initiative (or collaboration, if relevant). Limited evidence of the skills required in professional, postgraduate employment.
	Can communicate in a suitable medium but with some room for improvement. 
Mostly ordered presentation and structure in which relevant ideas / concepts are reasonably expressed. Work may lack coherence in places. Can work as part of a team, but with limited involvement in group activities. 
Demonstrates some but not all of the basic skills required in professional, postgraduate employment, with some areas of minor weakness.
	Can communicate effectively in a suitable format, but may have minor errors.
Mostly coherent, organised work, in a suitable structure and is for the most part clearly expressed. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with clear contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates the skills required in professional, postgraduate employment, with some areas of strength and some of minor weakness.
	Can communicate well, confidently and consistently in a suitable format.
Work is coherent, fluent, well-structured and organised. Can work very well autonomously and/or as part of a team, with a good contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates comprehensive professional, postgraduate employment skills.
	Can communicate professionally confidently and consistently in a suitable format.
Work is coherent, very fluent and is presented professionally. Can work autonomously with initiative. Where relevant can work professionally within a team, showing leadership skills as appropriate, managing conflict and meeting obligations. Demonstrates excellent professional, postgraduate employment skills and a strong appetite for further development.

	Can communicate with an exceptionally high level of professionalism. 
Work is remarkably coherent, very fluent and is presented professionally. Can work outstandingly well and professionally within a team, showing advanced leadership skills. Demonstrates exemplary professional, postgraduate employment skills and a strong appetite for further development.
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AIM(S)
· To establish a wide range of advanced creative research methodologies and develop critical awareness of individual and collaborative research processes that negotiates the relationship between context, concept, media, material, process and subject.
· To enable students to conceive speculative and innovative methodologies, which instigate a new creative direction and consolidate praxis in anticipation of a confirmative body of work.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· synthesise, consolidate and critically analyse research methods and varied source material appropriate to the development of an expansive creative practice or conceptual approach;
· identify appropriate resources and supportive opportunities through collaborative networking and respond positively to challenges and novel situations; 
· conceive and deploy professional, appropriate and innovative methodologies, which incorporate relevant materials, processes, tools and techniques to evolve concepts both as an individual and collaboratively.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
This will be a personal research trajectory centred on the student’s medium Pathway (A=ART | D=DESIGN), but exploring non-medium specific codes where necessary to open projects out into trans-disciplinary directions. 
· Explore creative strategies, which address issues concerning materials, media and critical values.
· Experimentation to establish appropriate strategies for knowledge gathering, creative and conceptual development.
· Develop methodologies for achieving objectives using primary and secondary research, making independent judgments and individual insights.
· Research appropriate skills areas and critical context in support of personal aspirations.
· Experimentation with and employment of collaborative practice as a research methodology.
· Fully explore a range of material and digital outcomes in order to synthesise thought processes and concepts into contemporary dissemination interfaces and communication channels.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Individual and collaborative working practices and research methodologies will be explored through a series of lectures, which will utilise case studies and theoretical references to help establish a working process. Tutorials and seminars will support the development of individual and group working and develop forums for critical debate and sharing of best practice. 
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	144
	24%

	Independent learning
	456
	76%

	Placement learning
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	600
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100%
Coursework: Portfolio (15,000 word equivalent / 30 elements). 
Exemplar
A body of either theoretical and/or practical research and development work collated into a ‘portfolio’ (digital or analogue) consisting of multiple elements with a clear diagnostic and reflective element that includes references and analysis.  This will evidence the on-going investigation, development and definition of the exploratory proposition generated in Semester 1 and may consist of the following as appropriate to the individual student’s medium pathway (A=ART | D=DESIGN):
· A = Experimentation with concepts of personal space and identity expressed through media such as photography, performance, video documentation, site specific installation, drawings, paintings etc.
· D = Experimentation with thematic form and surface development of an artefact and the methods of digitally capturing, manipulating and reproducing the outcomes of this using 3D scanning, modelling and printing processes to explore boundaries between hand ‘craft’ and mass production.

A professional ‘pitch’ under industry conditions to a panel of peers and staff will be used as a formative means of assessment to encourage students to develop their foci for confirmative praxis in the next semester.



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	-

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	-

	TOTAL
	100%



EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	

	This module embeds sustainability within a research and development context. Students will consider UNESCO’s ‘Sustainability Lens’ and will critically analyse how issues surrounding the challenges we face in society influences thinking within their personal research practice. This will inform the development of their research ideas. In terms of process and product development, students will consider the physical environmental impact of their personal practice and will look to develop processes and products that promote a sustainable future. Students will be encouraged to envisage sustainable alternatives for process and product development through teaching and learning. 





BIBLIOGRAPHY
A specific bibliography of primary and secondary texts is to be developed by the student, under direction of an academic supervisor and relating directly to the individual student’s focus and practice. Since the module comprises mostly independent study, it is up to the student to seek out secondary or archival material in the course of their research. Supervisors will guide, and encourage the research process, which may include online journals, audio-visual material, artifacts from special collections etc.
Some references are provided here to stimulate the initial development of the student’s own bibliography:
Essential

	Barrett, E Bolt, B, (2010)	
	Practice as Research: Approached to Creative Arts Enquiry, London: I B Tauris & Co Ltd 

	Biggs, M (ed) & Karlsson, H (ed), (2012)
	The Routledge Companion to Research in the Arts, London: Routledge; Reprint

	Collins, H. (2010)
	The Theory and Practice of Research for the Creative Industries, AVA Publishing

	Kumar, R, (2011)
	Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners, London: Sage

	Thomson, JL. (2013)
	Why Photography Matters. Cambridge MA: The MIT Press

	Bleyen, M. (ed) (2012)
	Minor Photography: Connecting Deleuze and Guattari to Photography Theory  (Leuven: Leuven Univ Press

	Buchmann, I & Scheuimng R (Eds) (2006)
	Material Matters- the art and culture of Contemporary Textiles. YYZ Books

	Halfpenny, P. & Proctor, R. (2015)
	Innovations in Digital Research Methods. London:
Sage Publications.



Recommended

	Feuvre, L (ed), (2010)
	Failure, London: Whitechapel Gallery

	Martin, B. & Hannington, B. (2012)
	Universal Methods of Design, Massachusetts: Rockport.

	Tullis, T. & Albert, B. (2008)
	Measuring the User Experience, Massachusetts: Morgan Kaufmann.

	Schifferstein, H.N.J., & Hekkert, P. (eds) (2009)
	Product Experience, Oxford & Amsterdam: Elsevier.

	Pender, R & Godfrainds, S (2011)
	Glass and Glazing, English Heritage, Practical Building Conservation.  London.

	Wurm, J (2007)
	Glass Structures: Design and Construction of Self-supporting Skins. Birkhäuser GmbH.

	Bishop, C. (2012)
	Artificial Hells: Participatory Art and the Politics of Spectatorship. London: Verso

	Miller, D. (2005)	
	Materiality. North Carolina: Duke University Press

	Elkins, J. (2008) 
	Six Stories from the End of Representation. Stanford University Press



Background

	Elkins, J. (2011)	
	On Pictures and the words that fail them, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; Reissue edition.

	Ackerman, M. (2011)
	Half Life. Stockport: Dewi Lewis Publishing

	Saint-Gobain GLASS GUIDE (2006)
	Printed version or www.saint-gobain.co.uk 

	Barker, C., 2004,
	The SAGE Dictionary of Cultural Studies, London: SAGE Publications Ltd.

	Costello, D., Vickery, J., [Eds.], (2007)
	Art: Key Contemporary Thinkers, Oxford: Berg Publishing

	Ford, S. (2005)
	The Situationist Handbook –A Users Guide. London: Black Dog

	Lechte, J., (1994)
	Fifty Key Contemporary Thinkers: From Structuralism to Postmodernity, London: Routledge

	Feurve, L (2010)
	Failure: Documents of Contemporary Art: White Chapel Gallery.

	Bayles, D (2002) 
	Art & Fear: Image Continuum Press.



Journals 

Journal of Brand Management 
Journal of Small Business Management 
Journal of Entrepreneurship 
Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Art Monthly
Artist’s News Letter
International Journal of Design  
International Journal of Design Sciences & Technology 
Craft Arts International 
The Design Journal  
Design Studies 
Journal of Design Research
Interior Motives (CDN)
Crafts
Craft Research Journal
BSMGP Glass Journal
Neus Glass 
Dazed
Trends Crafts
Embroidery
Selvedge
Surface Design
Bloom
Fashion Practice
Fashion Theory 
Textile Journal of Cloth & Culture
Another  
Elephant   
Cereal  
Foam  
Mix interiors  
Hole and corner 
  
Websites 

www.designcouncil.org.uk
www.creativepublic.com
www.artresources.co.uk
www.artswales.org.uk
www.artscouncil.org.uk
www.artangel.org.uk
www.culturemachine.net
www.rhizomes.net
www.boundless.com
www.digitalmethods.net
www.engage.org/engage-cymru
www.engage.org
www.cardesignnews.com
www.cardesignnews.com/articles/interior-motives/
www.elysiumgallery.com
www.notjustalabel.com
www.patternity.org
www.tedorg.com
www.trendtablet.com
www.vam.co.uk
www.cmog.org 
http://www.cgs.org.
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