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The use of seascapes has an equal importance to that of landscapes. Esquimalt Harbour is an example of that where there are two major structures that merge the understanding of landscapes into seascapes. Where the line of where the landscape ends and the seascape begin is blurred. Both Fisgard Lighthouse and Fort Rodd Hill are situated on the edge of a hill and would be considered the endpoint of the landscape and the beginning of the seascape; as they play a part in both. The concept of seascapes can be understood from Fisgard Lighthouse and Fort Rodd Hill and their role in the environment that they surround. 

Fisgard Lighthouse:

The first of the two sites built was Fisgard Lighthouse. Construction first began in 1859 and was complete in 1860; it was designed by Joseph Pemberton and built by John J. Cochrane and John Wright[footnoteRef:1]. As lighthouses are no longer used in high frequencies as they used to, Canada needed to protect the ones that are still active; the Heritage Lighthouse Protection Act does just that[footnoteRef:2]. The lighthouse is currently still active therefore, there is a higher need to protect and preserve it. One way of doing so is to limit access within and around the main tower. For high traffic rates and people mucking about could ruin or interfere with the lighthouse and its technology. Parks Canada has also been involved with the preservation of the lighthouse. They have restored it to its original 1873 design[footnoteRef:3]. The duty of maintaining the functioning light for navigation lies on the coast guard[footnoteRef:4]. When it comes to methodologies for construction or rehabilitation of the lighthouse there is so little of it because the site has been well maintained over time [as opposed to the fort]; simply because it has been relied upon on for so long that it needs to be active. The only thing that connects the sites physically would be the manmade causeway from Fisgard to the mainland[footnoteRef:5]; this makes it easier for maintenance of the lighthouse and for tourists to visit as well instead of coming by boat.  [1:  Parks Canada. Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Site of Canada. Date accessed March 30, 2019.
https://www.historicplaces.ca/en/rep-reg/place-lieu.aspx?id=1253 ]  [2:  Parks Canada. Heritage Lighthouse Protection Act. Last modified January 11, 2019. 
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/pp-hl/.aspx]  [3:  Parks Canada. Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan, October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 12.]  [4:  Parks Canada. Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan, October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 12.]  [5:  Parks Canada. Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan, October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 3. ] 


Fisgard and its scenery are sought after by people from around the globe. One of the biggest attractions from the lighthouse is a set of red chairs that lay between the rocky cliff of the island as seen in figure two. For being the first permanent lighthouse on the west coast of Canada, Fisgard Lighthouse was declared of national significance to Canada[footnoteRef:6]. One of the main symbols for the seaside or coastal regions is a lighthouse. For it represents safety and danger at the same time, which may be why it attracts people to it. Although the lighthouse has been built into the seascape for over a hundred years from its natural beauty it tends to get left behind although it is the major key for the seascape which could be why it is tied to Fort Rodd Hill.  [6:  Parks Canada. Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan, October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 7.
] 



Fort Rodd Hill:

Fort Rodd Hill was recommended as the site to demonstrate that the Victoria-Esquimalt coastal defense had a historical significance[footnoteRef:7]. Being situated at the entrance of the Esquimalt Harbour the fort secured the naval base and the main port of Victoria[footnoteRef:8]. Whilst being buffered by trees and water, the base was well camouflaged besides the bright white and red lighthouse that is there[footnoteRef:9]. This aids in being able to look outwards quite well but being hidden at the same time which is great for defense because the enemies will not be able to see in. By protecting the port and harbour it has let Victoria grow to what it is today; which also includes the heavy trading past.  [7:  Parks Canada. “Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan,” October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 2. ]  [8:  Parks Canada. “Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan,” October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 3. ]  [9:  Parks Canada. Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan, October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 3.] 


These sites build a perfect seascape as they contain some sort of national impact on Canadian history because of this the government wants more than just them to own the properties; it needs to be a community affair[footnoteRef:10]. The preservation of the sites the Cultural Resource Management Policy (CRM) is founded on the idea that respect, integrity, value, understanding and the public benefit are among the most important aspects[footnoteRef:11]. These principles are what create a good seascape if there were not any of these interests then the public would most likely view it in a different way. Without any public benefit, the site would be obsolete and could not offer the historical significance that it holds. That is why the public and Parks Canada need to show respect and integrity to the physical land to experience the seascape and what it has to offer to the full extent. When observing the two sites it is unusual to see that the fort is more modern in the sense that it was constructed later but has deteriorated more quickly to the point where some buildings are disintegrating in comparison to the lighthouse. Indicating that safe passage into the harbour is more important. With the fort containing many batteries, bunkers, disappearing guns, and lookouts, Parks Canada has had a hard time to decide on which building needs upgrades or redevelopment[footnoteRef:12]. This makes it more difficult for visitors to properly visit the area. Especially when the seascape view there is so beautiful, to have things impairing the view would be atrocious. As seen in figure one where one of the bunkers was not properly blocked off so visitors are still able to see the outside. [10:  Parks Canada. “Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan,” October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 2.]  [11:  Parks Canada. “Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan,” October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 1.]  [12:  Kretz, C. S. "Fort Rodd Hill N.H.S.C.: Workflow and Benefits in the use of Photogrammetric and LIDAR 
Documentation for the Production of Construction Tender Documents." ISPRS Annals of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information Sciences 2, no. 2 (2017) Doi: 10.5194/isprs-annals-IV-2-W2-131-2017. 131.] 


Fisgard Lighthouse and Fort Rodd Hill contain a rich history not of just Canada but the seascape that they are surrounded by. They are a perfect example of the murky lines between what defines a landscape and a seascape. Which is why the sites cannot be seen as separate entities but one big historic landmark that should be seen as the merging between land and sea[footnoteRef:13]. The Esquimalt Harbour is what ties them together with the seascape.  [13:  Parks Canada. Fort Rodd Hill and Fisgard Lighthouse National Historic Sites of Canada Management 
Plan, October 2003. http://parkscanadahistory.com/ 3.
] 
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