Alcohol session – Student debate
“Should alcohol-related crime be treated primarily as a public health issue or a criminal justice issue?”

You will each be given a role to play in this debate which reflects the potential perspective of:
· A police officer
· Public health official
· A youth worker
· Local business owner
· Local resident 
· University student
Prompts:
🧑‍✈️ Police Officer
· “We’re seeing a rise in alcohol-related violence in town centres. Should we increase patrols or introduce earlier closing times for pubs?”
· “How can we balance enforcement with community trust when dealing with young people drinking in public?”
🧑‍⚕️ Public Health Official
· “Alcohol misuse is a health issue. Should we invest more in education and treatment rather than policing?”
· “How do we address the root causes of alcohol-related crime, such as poverty and mental health?”
🧑‍🏫 Youth Worker
· “Many young people drink because they feel alienated or bored. What community programmes could reduce this?”
· “Should we focus on prevention through outreach, or support after offences occur?”
🧑‍💼 Local Business Owner
· “Alcohol brings business, but also crime. Should we support stricter licensing laws or risk losing customers?”
· “How can we protect our staff and property without alienating customers?”
🧑‍🎓 University Student
· “Is binge drinking just part of student culture, or a serious risk?”
· “Should universities take a stronger stance on alcohol-related misconduct?”
🧑‍🤝‍🧑 Local Resident
· “I don’t feel safe walking home at night due to drunk behaviour. What should be done?”
· “Should we push for alcohol-free zones or more community policing?”

