Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.









Previous Targets
	
	Target
	How have I applied this?

	Target 1
	Engage with an even wider range of literature which includes more credible and reliable sources.
	I have applied this by using the university’s library and webpage, to find sources which will support me even further. Showing an even wider range of literature and credible sources within my writing.

	Target 2
	Continue to develop synthesis in your writing. There are some good examples in your assignment but further examples are needed.


	I will do this by making more regular connections with literature and evidence which support the argument I am presenting.

	Target 3
	Make use of tentative language to suggest something rather than state it as fact.
	I have applied this by ensuring I use phrases such as; could have, might have, maybe rather than stating something as fact.












During this assignment, a description and understanding of the Curriculum for Wales and its importance of cross-curricular teaching and learning will be demonstrated. This will be done by explaining the role of cross-curricular teaching and learning within the foundation learning environment, and how it is in relation to pupil outcomes. I will draw upon information provided in lectures, bridging experiences and enrichment days to demonstrate an understanding of where I have witnessed effective cross-curricular activities in foundation learning settings. Cross-curricular learning, described by Twinkl (2024), is a way in which we develop children’s academic capabilities by expanding their knowledge of the subject by incorporating elements of other subjects such as; literacy, numeracy and digital competency into their learning. Doing this develops children holistically, as they develop more skills than one within a single topic or subject – benefitting them throughout their learning overall. An example of cross-curricular learning could be, if in history the children were focusing on the Romans, they could develop their knowledge on the Romans by learning about roman numerals in maths, or using iPads to film themselves acting out roman scenes in performing arts. Many schools find strengths within what influences the teaching of cross-curricular learning, for example, working together with staff that are heads of departments to help teachers develop their ideas of how they could incorporate maths into their literacy lesson. Kerry (2015) explains that it is through effective planning and staff working together, where the strengths that influence teachers to embed cross-curricular learning into their schools occurs effectively. However, some schools may face challenges that prevent them from embedding cross-curricular learning in their curriculum. For example, Fautley and Savage (2010) describe that many teachers may not have access to staff with the knowledge of how they can incorporate cross-curricular teaching within their classroom – especially if this is a new concept to them. Furthermore, they describe that some ways of embedding cross-curricular learning into children’s learning often requires school trips to take place, which means costs. In the case of my placement school, due to its fairly deprived area, a lot of the parents would struggle to cover these costs. This could lead to children having to miss out on opportunities that would be highly beneficial for the development of their education. Missing out on these opportunities to engage in cross-curricular learning will demotivate their desire to learn in stimulating and interconnecting topics and subjects, due to the fear of failing as a result of their missed opportunities within cross-curricular learning. To give a thorough evaluation of my understanding of cross-curricular learning within a foundation learning setting, I will provide a detailed lesson plan and learning resource to demonstrate how I would use cross-curricular learning within my own foundation learning classroom. Upon doing this, I will consider my professional development regarding cross-curricular learning as a teacher, cross-referencing this to some of the QTS standards. 

An example of a lesson plan and learning resource that could be used to develop children in foundation learning classrooms could be, developing children’s science and technology. For instance, attached in the appendix is the example of a lesson plan and learning resource that develops children’s learning through cross-curricular teaching utilising the six Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLEs). The AoLEs, explained by Welsh Government (2018) suggest, there are six AoLEs such as; health and wellbeing, expressive arts, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology, which we as professionals must base our lessons on. In this case, which can be seen in the lesson plan in the appendix, the focus of the lesson is science and technology. 
Within this, we must make meaningful links across the curriculum by engaging with cross-curricular skills framework. The cross-curricular skills framework is set out by Welsh Government (2024) who suggest, that literacy, numeracy and digital competence are vital within the Curriculum for Wales. Welsh Government (2024) provide framework guidance for practitioners to follow in order for children to develop these skills accordingly. The framework for literacy, numeracy and digital competency all consist of strands, explaining the basic criteria for the section of the framework, and progression steps, which give detail as to what a child should be doing to have achieved this within their work. Morrison (1994) suggests that embedding cross-curricular themes into the curriculum, such as literacy, numeracy and digital competency, is part of the most enriched designs to be included in any school curriculum. Barnes (2018) continues that cross-curricular learning is such an effective tool as it draws many learning experiences into related materials, encouraging children to think for themselves by making their own links to topics and becoming curious. Furthermore, Rowley and Cooper (2009) describe the benefits of developing these skills within different subjects allows children to develop more of a problem-solving mentality, similar to brain training. Welsh Government (2017) explain that this allows children to engage with one of their four purposes to learning, ambitious, capable learners. As by engaging in the cross-curricular skills coherently will develop children into being ready to learn throughout their lives in education and the world beyond.  
On the other hand, Durham University (2016) implies that they find cross-curricular learning does not increase children's education. This is because often the links between the subject of the lesson and the cross-curricular skill can be highly unconnected to the original topic. This could lead to teachers focusing more on engaging the children with developing cross-curricular skills rather than the understanding of the subject they are learning about, in turn leading the children to be less knowledgeable. Moore and Allison (2011) continue that their concerns follow suggestions that if there is too much emphasis and pressure to incorporate cross-curricular skills into the curriculum, planning will become inefficient and challenging. The sequencing of the lesson will be neglected and therefore tarnished for children to move forward and develop appropriately. The Department for Education (2009) expresses that for cross-curricular themes to be embedded properly within the curriculum, there needs to be a higher focus towards providing the expertise to engage within it effectively. This suggests that through the correct support and guidance, the drawbacks noted by professionals previously can be overcome. Allowing children to be able to develop their cross-curricular skills within subject lessons, without an over-presenting presence of any skill.  
In accordance with this assignment, I created and developed a lesson plan with a learning resource. The idea of the lesson was for the children to develop their science and technology, hence the lesson being a science and technology lesson. The lesson focuses on a book titled ‘Sam Plants a Sunflower’, in which the book explains the lifecycle of a sunflower. The children need to take in this information to be able to complete the learning resource where they must recall the order of the lifecycle of a sunflower. In the lesson plan, it is explained that the higher-ability children are to put the pictures and names of the stages in order, while the lower-ability children only need to put the pictures in order with the name of the stage already there. The lesson plan explains what misconceptions the children might be faced with, and how to overcome them if they do arise. As well as this, the lesson plan describes how the children are to meet the success criteria leading to their success within the task. 
Within the lesson plan, meaningful links across the curriculum were made. Barnes (2015) expresses, that although is it vital for children to develop in all three areas of cross-curricular skills, literacy, numeracy and digital competency, all three do not have to be present in every lesson. Barnes (2015) explains that this is because there needs to be meaningful experiences for the children to engage in a lesson. The reason it might be important for there to be meaningful experiences in learning, explained by Elder and Gilbert (2012), is because it allows children to have an experience they can draw themselves back to, further developing their understanding of a subject. With this in mind, Barnes (2015) explains that if there is no link, one should not be forced into the learning. This is because it will make the learning meaningless, powerless and weak, resulting in no learning taking place. This is why in my lesson plan, there is no digital competency being developed as I felt I was stretching my links to make it relevant and meaningful. This is a way I could develop my lesson plan further, by incorporating aspects into the lesson that would allow me to include digital competency into the learning. This could be done by, getting the children to carry out the task on a computer or iPad using online resources such as Just 2 Easy (J2E), which Welsh Government (2024), explain is a useful award-winning tool to help children develop their knowledge through computing and cross-curricular creative activities. 
The resource created will be used as a focus task for the lesson, with the children working in their ability groups to complete the task. The children will have the story read to them as a class, before working in their ability groups with a teacher or teaching assistant. By having the children work in small groups, with children at the same ability level as them will allow the teacher or teaching assistant to carry out Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies as the children work. Cambridge Assessment (2024) explain that AfL is a strategy used to give pupils feedback to improve their work and overall performance of their work. By using AfL strategies will allow the teacher and teaching assistant to live mark the children’s work as they go. McGill (2015) explains live marking as giving pupils feedback on their work during the process of them working, so they know how to improve when continuing with their work. This strategy helps children learn at a faster rate, as Hattie et al (2015) suggests, it improves children’s enthusiasm and growth towards their education – as they are then continuously learning and improving through this strategy. 

In conclusion, it is clear that there is an extensive importance to embedding cross-curricular skills into our school’s curriculum in the education for our children. There is plenty of evidence that suggests that by incorporating literacy, numeracy and digital competency into our children’s education, they become more well-rounded, problem-solving thinkers with the skills they need ready to take on the world. Although there were some drawbacks noted and addressed, explaining that often the links connecting the subject and the cross-curricular framework can be blurred – making the learning powerless and meaningless. However, upon discussing this it was evident that by developing professionals’ knowledge in using cross-curricular framework, this issue could be overcome by learning not every lesson needs to link to each of the three cross-curricular skills. In turn, learning that it is more important that the links you do develop as a teacher are strong, making the learning powerful, relevant and fun. Furthermore, from this experience of creating my own lesson plan and resource to go with it, I can understand the challenges discussed within the creation of a lesson plan and resource. From this I have been able to engage in the QTS Standards in order to help me understand what I need to do to develop professionally within my blossoming role as a teacher. For example, one of the QTS Standards set out by the Department for Education (2021) is that teachers ‘Promote good progress and outcomes by pupils. I feel that this standard is vital to adhere to as a teacher, practically when discussing this topic, because in order for children to progress successfully through the cross-curricular skills their progress must be good. Meaning, for children’s progress to be good, the links make to the cross-curricular framework must make sense and be beneficial to the children’s learning. 
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