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· In this presentation I will talk about the conservation work I did in the form of a litter pick at Porthkerry Park in an effort to do my part in keeping the area clean.
· Throughout the presentation I will discuss the area, talk about my visit to the site and what I have done to get to know the wild place by highlighting the key natural characteristics of the place.
· I will also discuss and show the practical measures I took in my efforts to clean up the area 
· Finally, I will share my experience by reflecting upon how I feel about the place after the work has been done, my attitude to wild places. I will also discuss what more I can do in the future with conservation work aswell as how this experience relates to my own ambitions and interests.
A wild place – Porthkerry Park 
· Porthkerry park is an area in the town of Barry, South Wales and is a park made up of 220 acres of woods and meadowland in a sheltered valley leading to a pebble beach and stunning cliffs that look out toward the Bristol channel.
· The park has a number of nature trails, picnic sites, a café and an adventure play area. Picnic tables and benches are situated a short distance from the main car park.
· The area is also especially great for dog walking as there is plenty of open space for dogs to run around.
· The adventure playground also makes it great for families to come down and play and explore.
· For this project and before going down to the area I wanted to get to know the area a bit better, so I did some research and found that on the official Vale of Glamorgan website it is citied that 
· ‘Once split between the ancient manors of Barry, Porthkerry and Penmark, the area was bought by the Romilly family in 1412, which worked the site on similar lines to an English country estate. The Romilly's produced a ‘model’ farm and buildings using the most modern farming techniques of the time such as crop rotation. The family built the cottages for estate workers and foresters, established stables and a sawmill together with extensive mill leats and drained woods and fields. Porthkerry Park was purchased from the Romilly estates in 1929 by Barry Urban District Council, after which it was used as a large public open park and then even played a role in the build up to the invasion of Normandy in World War II’ – Vale of Glamorgan council website.
· After researching Porthkerry Park and discovering how much history is has and how old it is, I knew it was important to try and do my part in keeping it clean, no matter how big or small my efforts.
· [image: ]Upon my visit to the site, I arrived by car as it has a road that leads directly to the park with a couple of car parks for many visitors to enjoy the area
· It is also possible to walk to the area as there is a great walk through the woods down the hill and leads directly out into the park, making it even more accessible for the general public.
· During my visit to Porthkerry Park, I noticed how much variety in the landscape there was, and how it ranged from dense forests to fields moving into foot bridges that crossed streams that ran into ponds and continued straight into the Bristol channel, the multitude of colors all around you always give you something interesting to look at. 
· Across the park there are many different small environments that help to build such a rich area that includes:
· Grasslands that have a diverse range of flowers and plants 
· Meadows 
· Ponds and streams 
· Woodlands 
· Cliffs 

The Litter pick 

· [image: ]Once I arrived at the park and had walked around the park and taken in the sights, I spotted an area at the edge of the woods near the car park when litter had been left which left me rather frustrated as there was a bin only about 10 meters from the where the rubbish was left.
· For this litter pick I came prepared with 3 bin bags just to be prepared for if I ran out of room in the bin bag.
· I also brought gloves to wear when picking up the rubbish so I didn’t cause my self any harm as the rubbish may have been dirty 
· Throughout my litter pick I seemed to come across items such as:
· Food packing 
· Crushed drinks cans 
· [image: ]Tissues 
· Plastics bags 
· Other various item packaging 
Most of these items were scattered across the grass and into the bushes with some of the litter becoming entangled in the branches of the bushes.
· As I continued walking through the park, I made sure to be on the lookout for litter and picked up as much as I could especially the anything that could be potentially dangerous such as the crushed drink cans as they can sometimes be sharp and in a place like this, you can get many dogs and children running around to which the can may pose a threat to them so I made sure to pick up those pieces of rubbish. Once I was done with filling the bin bag I then properly disposed of the litter into the appropriate recycling and non-recycling pins at my house. There were many cans like this one 
throughout my walk


•
Here are a few more pictures of my 
litter pick:

[image: ]Reflecting upon my work 
How do I feel after having done a litter pick at Porthkerry Park?
After spending a good 5 or 6 hours at Porthkerry Park cleaning up, I can honestly say that I feel proud to have to done my part ( though it may have been small ) in helping to keep the area clean for my local community of Barry so people can enjoy the wonderful scenery it has to offer.
How has my attitude toward wild places changed?
I do believe I’ve always had an appreciation for nature and wildlife but for Porthkerry Park in particularly however, id only ever been there a handful of times but whilst doing my litter pick and having this assignment on my mind, I found that it helped to me take in more the of the scenery and really appreciate the little things, for example, how many types of different trees there were and how many changed and shaped the landscape with branches all flowing in different directions as well as the colours of each tree being a different shade of brown. 
· [image: ]What more can I do in the future in regard to conservation work?
Upon my return home from the litter pick I felt I could do more to help maintain the area in the future and as the area was already well maintained, I thought there must be volunteers that look after the area, so I did some research and found that on the Vale of Glamorgan website there is a section for volunteers offering a variety of voluntary jobs ranging from gardening, conservation, Public Rights of way and countryside maintenance and this is all done by a group called ‘ Porthkerry Wildlife Group’ – Vale of Glamorgan council website. They are a group of adults dedicated to the wildlife in and around Porthkerry Country Park. They meet once a month at 10.30am on Sunday mornings, when they spend a couple of hours in the park monitoring and recording fauna and flora in the park and the surrounding area.

With this information in mind, I would like to volunteer and help to maintain this wonderful place in my hometown.
[image: ] Screenshot from the Vale of Glamorgan council website from the volunteering section 

· How does this experience relate to my interests and ambitions?
 I believe this experience was important to my interests and ambitions because its important to remember to take care of places when shooting films or documentaries on location as you usually have to get permission to shoot in those places and by not taking care picking up after yourselves and the crew on set, you'd be not just damaging the environment but also your reputation as a filmmaker because people aren’t going to want to work with people who don’t take care of the area around them.  
Another point of how this can relate to my work is if littering on set then that could cause potential harm to the cast and crew members so a sweep of the area to make sure that the set or location is clean is important to remember.
Overall, I have enjoyed my experience doing the litter pick and it has helped me appreciate my local area a lot more and make me grateful that I have such a wonderful area so close to my home and in the future Id like to be more active in doing my part to keep these places well maintained. 
Thank you for watching this presentation.

For information, research and references I used the following website:  
Porthkerry Country Park (valeofglamorgan.gov.uk)
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Parking at Country  We're on the look-out for enthusiastic volunteers wanting to enjoy the outdoors, meet

Parks new people and help preserve the environment.

Coast and

Countryside Would you like to volunteer and work with the Council's Countryside Service? Give yourself and others a boost, and
receive full training and support from our ranger team.

Events and

Activities There are a variety of voluntary jobs on offer, ranging from gardening, conservation, Public Rights of way and
countryside maintenance.

Apps and Activities

Opportunities are available at Cosmeston Lakes Country Park and Medieval Village, Porthkerry Country Park, and the
Glamorgan Heritage Coast on a regular or casual basis - so, you can fit your volunteering around your personal
timetable.

Walks, Talks and
Education

Volunteering
Volunteering can be a fun, rewarding and sociable experience, and many volunteer groups have been set up across the

Barry Island Beach county.
Huts

Beach Wheelchairs .
Cosmeston Wildlife Group

Dog Beach Ban The newly founded Cosmeston Wildlife Group has been created to monitor the fauna
and flora in the park. The group is made up of a number of enthusiastic adults

Dedications and dedicated to the wildlife in Cosmeston Country Park and Local Nature Reserve

Memorials

The group is open to anyone with an interest in wildlife, ecology and conservation

Weddings at
regardless of inexperience or lack of knowledge

Country Parks

Commercial Members meet every two weeks at 10.30am on Saturday mornings. Occasionally,
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Country Park -

Porthkerry Country Porthkerry Wildlife Group

Park Porthkerry Wildlife Group is a group of adults dedicated to the wildlife in and around

Glamorgan Porthkerry Country Park.

Heritage Coast
They meet once a month at 10.30am on Sunday mornings, when they spend a couple of

Habitats and hours in the park monitoring and recording fauna and flora in the park and the surrounding
Wildlife area.

Occasionally, they meet midweek or in the evenings, depending on the activity taking
place.

You don't have to be a member of the group - you can just turn up at a meeting, introduce
yourself and lend a hand.

porthkerrywildlifegroup@gmail.com

03 facebook.com/groups/PorthkerryWildlife

W @Porthkerrywild

Why Volunteer?

Volunteering can be very rewarding. You can help maintain your local area, and meet
like-minded residents.

Our volunteers have been recognised nationally for their hard work across the Vale.

Steve Hunt, 70, recently won a Wales Volunteer of the Year award, and said:

"I enjoy spending time outdoors, and find volunteering really rewarding - especially seeing the changes to one
of my favourite parks. I always try and get out to volunteer, no matter the weather, and work on clearing trees,
inctallina new aates and creatina new hahitats for wildlife &
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