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1. Dating Records

a)	18 August 1384

The memorandum says it is the eighth year of Richard II’s reign. Richard became king on 22 June 1377; the eighth regnal year finished on 21 June 1385.[footnoteRef:1] The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was celebrated on 15 August and with the regnal year beginning and ending in June, the document has to be from 1384.[footnoteRef:2] 15 August 1384 fell on a Monday, so the Thursday after reveals the document’s date to be 18 August 1384.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  C.R. Cheney, ed. , Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 4, Revised Edition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995), p.21.]  [2:  Ibid., p.55.]  [3:  Ibid., p.123. Table 20 shows 15 August was on Monday.] 



b)	23 July 1250

The confirmation mentions Bishop Anian of St Asaph and, by not mentioning which one, it strongly suggests Anian I. He was preceded by Reiner, Abraham and Hugh, was appointed in September 1249 and ordained in November that year.[footnoteRef:4] The feast of St Mary Magdalene falls on 22 July and so the day after, within Anian’s first year, dates the document to 23 July 1250.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  E. Fryde et al, ed., Handbook of British Chronology, Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks, 2, 3rd Edition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), p.295. Anian II was Bishop of St Asaph from 1268 to 1293.]  [5:  C.R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p.55. Table 6 (p.95) shows 23 July 1250 fell on a Saturday.] 



c)	25 February 1311

The document mentions it being the fourth year of Edward’s reign, but which Edward is unclear. There are several places named Downham, but court rolls suggest the one near Ely.[footnoteRef:6] John de Ketene was elected bishop of Ely on 2 March 1310, ordained on 6 September and died on 14 May 1316.[footnoteRef:7] John’s time as bishop of Ely coincides with the fourth regnal year of Edward II (8 July 1310 – 7 July 1311).[footnoteRef:8] Ash Wednesday fell on 24 February 1311 and the Thursday after suggests the document’s date is 25 February 1311.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  Based on the words court and Downham, searching for ‘court rolls’ and ‘Downham’ via the National Archives  (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/downham), reveals one in Cambridgeshire in the Diocese of Ely (Cambridge, Cambridge University Library, EDR C11/1) and the list of bishops of Ely connects this to John.]  [7:  E. Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p.244.]  [8:  C.R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates, p.20.]  [9:  ibid., Table 21, p.124. Having determined the date using the methodology outlined above, some confusion was added when the extract was discovered in M. Bailey, ed. and trans., The English Manor c.1200 - c.1500 (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2002), no.39, p.210. This dates the document as 26 February 1311. According to C.R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates (p.158) Easter was on 11 April 1311 that would make 26 February a Friday and hence not ‘Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday’ as stated.] 


d)	January 1121 – June 1123

Looking at the document, one of the first details to stand out is that Geoffrey Ridel is dead and Henry is on the throne. It’s not initially clear which Geoffrey or Henry this refers to.[footnoteRef:10] There was however, a Geoffrey Ridel who drowned on the White Ship (25 November 1120) during Henry I’s reign.[footnoteRef:11]  With this date in mind, some of the other names can be identified, such as Rannulf le Meschin (1070-1129), third earl of Chester.[footnoteRef:12] Earl David is probably the future king of Scotland, before his coronation in April or May 1124.[footnoteRef:13] The document can thus be dated between 1120 and 1124. This can be narrowed further as Henry I spent Christmas in Brampton in 1120 before working again in January 1121.[footnoteRef:14] Henry is also recorded as leaving for Normandy in June 1123 and not returning before David’s coronation.[footnoteRef:15] The likely date would therefore seem to be between January 1121 and June 1123. It is tempting to narrow this further as the bishop of Lincoln, Robert Bloet, unnamed in the address, died on 10 January 1123 and the document may have been issued before his replacement, Alexander, was nominated in April 1123 and ordained in July 1123.[footnoteRef:16] This would give a possible date between Jan 1123 and June 1123.[footnoteRef:17] This is an appealing option, but the evidence is not conclusive and it is safer to date the document between January 1121 and June 1123. It does, however, highlight the difficulty in assigning dates to such material.[footnoteRef:18] [10:  Geoffrey Ridel served as chancellor during Henry II’s reign, but he died a month after Henry (E. Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p.84).]  [11:  T. Forester, trans., The Ecclesiastical History of England and Normandy by Ordericus Vitalis, 4 vols (London: H.G. Bohn, 1853-56), iv, p.41 (hereafter cited as OV).]  [12:  E. Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p.454. Rannulf became earl after his cousin, Richard, died on the White Ship (OV, iv, p.40). His appearance in the document as earl of Chester is significant as it not only shows the rate of recovery after the White Ship, but it also places him as an important noble within a group working closely with the king. These nobles included Nigel d’Auginy, mentioned in the document, who Orderic compared to Scipio, Marius and Cato for ‘civic virtues and knightly valour’ (OV, iii, p.482). Their presence in the document should not be underestimated, as Judith Green suggests it gives ‘valuable insight into those able to influence royal decisions’ (J.A. Green, ‘Women and Inheritance in Norman England: The Case of Geva Ridel’, Prosopon Newsletter, 12 (2001), pp.1-9 (p.2).]  [13:  A.O. Anderson, ed., Scottish Annals from English Chroniclers (London: David Nutt, 1908), pp.154-7.]  [14:  Henry of Huntingdon records him in Brampton (D. Greenway, ed. and trans., Historia Anglorum. The History of the English People (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996), p.467). Henry may have taken up royal duties as early as 6 January 1121 and was even at Woodstock in March 1121 (‘An Outline Itinerary of King Henry the First (Continued)’, The English Historical Review, 34 (136) (1919), pp.505-579 (especially, p.515-6). ]  [15:  The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle records Henry in Portsmouth over Pentecost week before sailing for Normandy and that he spent 1124 abroad (J.A. Giles, trans., The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (London: G. Bell and Sons Ltd, 1914), p.190). ]  [16:  Ibid., p.187. For details of Alexander’s career see E. Fryde et al, Handbook of British Chronology, p.255.]  [17:  Henry was even at Woodstock in March 1123 (J.A. Giles, The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, p.190). See also Hugh the Chanter (C. Johnson, ed. and trans., Hugh the Chanter. The History of the Church of York 1066–1127. Revised by M. Brett, C.N.L. Brooke, and M. Winterbottom. Oxford Medieval Texts (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1990), p.188-9).]  [18:  Discussing Geva Ridel, Judith Green describes the charter as a ‘remarkable text’ (J.A. Green, ‘Women and Inheritance’, p.2). Recently, however, David Carpenter’s work on Richard Basset concluded, based on the document’s content, witnesses and two other documents in the Basset archive, ‘we can be reasonably certain that this act is a forgery’. See D.X. Carpenter, ‘Richard Basset’, 2018 <https://actswilliam2henry1.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/h1-richard-basset-2018-1.pdf> [Accessed November 2018], pp.12-16 (p.16).] 
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