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1) [bookmark: _GoBack]An encyclopaedia entry (1000 words) on ONE of the following Jewish festivals (25%): As well as highlighting the main features of your chosen festival, you should also assess the festival's significance within Judaism.
This encyclopaedia entry shall firstly examine the main features of the Jewish Festival Yom Kippur whilst further assessing the festival’s significance within Judaism. This encyclopaedia entry would appear in a subject-specific encyclopaedia such as Encyclopaedia of Religion due to the focus on original, history, law and purpose of the festival as the whole.
P1 Origin and History of Yom Kippur
[bookmark: _Hlk496726719]Yom Kippur (Yom Ha-kippurim in Hebrew) is a major Jewish festival known as the Day of Atonement and can often be described as one of the holiest days in the Jewish Calendar (celebrated in the tenth month of the lunar calendar, Tishrẻ) .[footnoteRef:1] It is known as one of the holiest days because it marks the end of the 10 days of the Ten Days of Penitence and as such reflects the themes of forgiveness and atonement for ones sin against God.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Naftali. Brawer, A brief guide to Judaism : theology, history and practice (Philadelphia, PA : Running Press, 2008), p. 199. [e-book]]  [2:  Norman. Solomon, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), p. 62. ] 

The name Yom Kippur originates from the Hebrew Yom Ha-Kippurim. Yom is translated at meaning ‘day’ and ‘kippur’ meaning ‘to cleanse thoroughly’.[footnoteRef:3] The origin and importance of Yom Kippur is particularly highlighted in the Torah (Leviticus 23:26-32). This passage outlines various prescriptions for the Day of Atonement which includes doing no work on this day, the need to fast, the importance of worship and the need for atonement. During Temple times a feature of the Yom Kippur ceremony was the “scapegoat”.[footnoteRef:4] This ceremony symbolizes the goat encompassing the sins of the people and therefore cleansing them through this sacrifice and the confession of their sins. [3:  Louis. Jacobs, The Jewish Religion: A Companion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), p. 613.]  [4:  Eliezer. Segal, Introducing Judaism (London: Routledge, 2009), p.287.] 

P2 Fasting during Yom Kippur
One key obligatory feature of Yom Kippur is that of fasting which appears several times in the Torah for example the prescription in Leviticus to ‘afflict yourself’ (Leviticus 16.29). This affliction is understood to take the form of fasting and self-denial and as such it became obligatory to fast during Yom Kippur. Fasting during Yom Kippur is found to have four aims including acting as a penance, encouraging self-discipline, heightening concentration on the spiritual and as a means of cultivating compassion towards those less fortunate.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Louis. Jacobs, 1995, p. 614.] 

P3 Laws governing Yom Kippur
There are various different laws associated with Yom Kippur and these govern the way in which Yom Kippur is celebrated and the significance of the Jewish festival as a whole. Among some of the forbidden acts during Yom Kippur, interpreted by the Rabbis (contained in the Mishnah) are eating, drinking, bathing, anointing (with oil), putting on a sandal or engaging in sexual relations (Mo’ed. Yoma (8:1A). These forbidden acts/afflictions, known as innuyim, remain in place for twenty-five hours and has the purpose of focusing one’s mind on cultivating a positive, clear and penitential outlook.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Norman. Solomon, 2014, p. 64.] 

There are several exceptions to the laws regarding Yom Kippur including there being no obligation for males under the age of thirteen and females under 12 to participate in the fast and the dispensation for sick people to take necessary medicine and food/drink.[footnoteRef:7] This allowance within the laws surrounding Yom Kippur shows a level of interpretation of the written law found in the Torah, further developing the significance and relevance of this festival within Judaism.  [7:  Dan. Cohn- Sherbok, Judaism: History, Belief and Practice (London: Routledge, 2003), p.516.] 

P4. Customs regarding Yom Kippur
The synagogue takes central place during Yom Kippur and it can often be the case that worshippers remain there all day to practice prayerful and penitential reflection whilst engaging in the various services of the day.[footnoteRef:8] The aim of this is to seek reconciliation with God for all the sinful acts of that year, that God may then bless the individual for the following year. It is customary before this is done however, it is customary ‘for people to beg one another for forgiveness for any wrongs done to them during the past year’, this is in keeping with the theme of reconciliation.[footnoteRef:9]  [8:  Nicholas. De Lange, An Introduction to Judaism: Second Edition (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), p. 102.]  [9:  Louis. Jacobs, 1995, p. 614.] 

P5. Kol Nidrẻ
One major aspect of the festival is called Kol Nidrẻ, a prayerful remission of sins through song which features on the eve of Yom Kippur. This aspect invokes a public confession of sins against God, the inevitable repentance for these sins and the sinner asking for their sins to be forgiven. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Jacob. Neusner, Judaism: The Basics (London: Routledge, 2006), p.56. [e-book]] 

The significance of Yom Kippur 
The significance of Yom Kippur within Judaism cannot be underestimated. It is widely recognised as one of the holiest days in the Jewish Calendar and is associated in the Talmud as ‘The Day’ (Yoma 14b) which reflects an understanding of Yom Kippur as being of unique significance. It is a festival which has remained significant for Jews from Temple times onwards and takes it authority from the Torah. Further significance of Yom Kippur is found through the fact that often Yom Kippur is observed by pious and non-practicing Jews which highlights the festival as being a statement of Jewish identity with the added religious significance for pious Jews.
The Jewish festival of Yom Kippur can ultimately be seen as one of jubilation and joyous reflection over the past year. It is a festival which culminates in the ultimate knowledge that God has heard the prayers of the people, accepted the sincere repentance and as such has blessed his people once again.[footnoteRef:11] As such this is a festival which will continue to remain significant for Jews because of the symbolic spiritual and moral cleansing the festival offers to Jews each year. [11:  Naftali. Brawer, 2008, p. 201. [e-book]] 
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