Nicole Murphy 
In what ways has your work on the production helped to realise the directors intended vision of the piece?
There have been numerous ways I have aided this production and helped realise the directors intended vision.
During the 1870’s. As I live on a farm I was able to expose my fellow actors to the culture of farming, I felt it would be useful to have some of my fellow actors visit my home and experience first-hand what it is like to work on a farm.
 After taking on the role of a leader in this situation, I grasped a deeper understanding of my characters role within the farm and her relationship with other characters who may not have been as skilled as my character. My relationship with Bathsheba, for example, was greatly influenced by this experience, as the relationship I had amongst my peers within this environment felt to mirror Temperance’s relationship with Bathsheba  
I applied this to scenes such as Mistress and Men, were I could use my experience with my pears to prompt my reactions when the other farmers talked and at the news of Bathsheba running the farm by herself. I believe this added a deeper understanding to my characters everyday life which allowed me to make Temperance more of a three dimensional character. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This aided my contribution to the production as I could use my own experiences to supply additional input towards scenes such as Harvesting, were I could use my knowledge of farm life to contribute ideas such as what farm tools would be used in the fields, how to use them         and what the farm workers would be given for food and drink, for example I suggested to use a bucket of water and mug to share between the workers as they would not have had individual flasks and bred as it was cheap and filling. This helped give the scene more depth and realistic qualities. 
I found that my initial impression of the production was challenged by Dan and Gainers intended vision. Although the play has aspects of stylised elements I believe it to be mainly set in realism, I had to change my original opinion of my character so that I can fully embrace the world that Dan and Gainer wanted to create. As an actor I had to be flexible in my approach to creating my character. Through my research of the time period and my own knowledge I was able to create a Temperance that is both true to the play and to Dan and Gainers vision.   
This challenged my original perception of the play and made me have to be more versatile as an actor.  As Gainer directing style is not one I am used to, I found the rigid layout of the scenes difficult, however after reassessing the scene and using my tools as an actor I found ways to make the stylised scenes appear more naturalistic and not staged. 
I worked with Dan Lloyd on the actor musicianship aspect of performance. Both Gainer and Dan really wanted to incorporate music as a story-telling vice. I contributed to this by playing the drums and bells in certain scenes were the music was used to assist the pacing of the dances and dialogue. 

